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Introduction
The Way

Every person is walking somewhere.

We make decisions, build relationships, develop habits, spend 
our time, carry responsibilities, and move through seasons we 
did not always choose. Some parts of life feel clear. Others feel 
uncertain. Yet beneath all of it, we are being formed by what we 
trust, what we love, and whom we choose to follow.

Jesus entered the world with an invitation that reached directly 
into that kind of life. He did not simply ask people to listen to 
His teaching or agree with His claims. He called them to come 
near, walk with Him, learn from Him, and eventually become 
like Him.

“Follow me.”

Matthew chapter 4, verse 19.

Those words were Grst spoken to ordinary men standing beside 
the Sea of Palilee. Aeter and Undrew were Gshermen. James and 
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John were working with their father. Matthew was sitting at a 
taN booth when Jesus called him.

qone of them understood everything that following Jesus 
would eventually re uire. They did not know where the road 
would lead or how deeply their lives would change. They knew 
enough to take the neNt step, and that is where discipleship 
begins.

The Grst disciples did not receive a complete eNplanation of the 
years ahead before they followed. Jesus did not hand them a 
plan that answered every  uestion or prepared them for every 
di-culty. He called themjinto relationshipjwith Himself, and 
they learned the way as they walked with Him.

They heard Him teach in homes, synagogues, Gelds, and along 
crowded roads. They watched Him pray while others slept. 
They saw Him touch people others avoided, welcome people 
others dismissed, and speak truth to people who had learned to 
hide behind religion.

They saw how Jesus treated children, sinners, outsiders, reliC
gious leaders, grieving families, close friends, and enemies. They 
watched how He responded when He was interrupted, misunC
derstood, reBected, and opposed. They were learning more than 
what Jesus believed. They were learning how Jesus lived.

This matters because Ihristian faith was never intended to reC
main only in the mind. Relief is essential. We must know who 
Jesus is, understand what He has done, and place our trust in 
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Him. Yet the faith that begins by believing in Jesus grows into a 
life of following Jesus.

Jesus saidL

“D am the way, and the truth, and the life.”

John chapter 14, verse ?.

Jesus did not only teach people where to Gnd the way to Pod. 
He identiGed Himself as the Way. zife with Pod is found in 
Him, and the Ihristian life is shaped by learning to remain with 
Him.

This distinction matters.

Jesus  did  not  give  His  followers  a  way  of  life  separated 
from Himself. He is the Way. Every practice of discipleship 
5owsjfrom relationshipjwith Him. Arayer, obedience, holiness, 
community, mission, and sacriGce only make sense when they 
remain centered on the living Ihrist.

That is where this book begins.

Relief answers the  uestion of who Jesus is and whether He can 
be trusted. Scripture tells us that He is the promised Messiah, 
the Son of Pod, the Savior who carried our sin to the cross 
and rose from the dead. He is alive, His grace is su-cient, and 
everyone who trusts in Him is invited into new life.

Yet new life has to be lived.
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U person can believe that Jesus rose from the dead and still 
wonder how faith should shape an ordinary Tuesday morning. 
We can confess that Jesus is zord and still wrestle with control, 
resentment, fear, temptation, hurry, ambition, distraction, and 
the  uiet desire to arrange life on our own terms.

This is where discipleship becomes deeply practical.

How do we actually walk with Jesus'

That  uestion reaches into ordinary life. Dt touches the way we 
speak to our spouse, raise our children, respond to pressure, use 
money, handle disappointment, and treat people who have hurt 
us. Dt also raises deeper  uestions about hearing Pod clearly, 
recogni0ing His direction, and obeying when His way costs us 
something.

These  uestions do not belong only to new believers. Aeople 
can follow Jesus for decades and still discover places where He 
is inviting them deeper. We continue learning because discipleC
ship is not a course we complete. Dt is a life lived with Jesus.

The Pospels show this clearly through the disciples themselves.

Aeter followed Jesus from the beginning, but Aeter still had 
much to learn. He trusted Jesus enough to step out of a boat, 
then became afraid when he saw the wind. He confessed that 
Jesus was the Ihrist, then resisted Jesus when He began speakC
ing about the cross.

Aeter promised loyalty in the upper room, then denied knowing 
Jesus before the night was over. Ufter the resurrection, Jesus met 
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him again beside the sea. The man who had denied Him was not 
discarded. Jesus restored him, recommissioned him, and called 
him again to follow.

Aeter7s story reminds us that discipleship is not a straight line of 
spiritual success. Dt is the long work of being formed by Jesus 
through truth, grace, correction, failure, restoration, obedience, 
and continued relationship. The disciple keeps returning to the 
Teacher, allowing Him to shape what remains unGnished.

Jesus described this process simplyL

“U disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is 
fully trained will be like his teacher.”

zuke chapter ?, verse 4E.

The goal of discipleship is to become like Jesus. We learn His 
words, but we also learn His heart. We begin to recogni0e His 
ways and allow His character to reshape our own.

That kind of formation reaches deeper than religious activity. 
U person can attend church, read Scripture, pray before meals, 
and use Ihristian language while still keeping certain areas of 
life from the leadership of Jesus. Spiritual activity can become 
familiar without producing surrender.

Jesus continually moved beneath the surface. He spoke about 
anger, lust, money, forgiveness, pride, anNiety, prayer, generosC
ity, truthfulness, enemies, and ambition. He did not separate 
spiritual life from ordinary life because every part of life belongs 
before Pod.
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He taught that what grows in the heart will eventuallyjshape the 
life.

Then Jesus lived what He taught.

He trusted the Father when obedience was costly. He withdrew 
to pray when crowds were demanding His attention. He reC
mained compassionate when people interrupted Him and paC
tient when His own disciples failed to understand.

He served when others were competing forjposition. He forgave 
when others wounded Him. He remained faithful when the 
road ahead led toward suFering.

His disciples learned the way by watching the One who walked 
it perfectly.

That same pattern remains for us.

Wejlearn Jesusjby staying near Jesus.

This is why His words in Matthew carry so much weightL

“Iome to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and D will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me.”

Matthew chapter 11, verses xG and x9.

Jesus calls people Grst to Himself. Then He tells them to learn 
from Him. :iscipleship begins injrelationshipjand continues 
through a life shaped by His presence, His words, and His leadC
ership.



DqT3O:&ITDOq H

The image of a yoke would have been familiar to the people 
listening. U yoke Boined an animal to the work it was being 
trained to carry. Jesus used that picture to describe a life brought 
under His leadership, where we learn His pace, His direction, 
and His way.

That kind of following re uires trust.

There will be moments when the way of Jesus makes immediate 
sense to us. There will also be moments when obedience seems 
slower, harder, or less comfortable than the alternatives in front 
of us. We may know what Jesus says and still feel the pull of 
another way.

The world around us oFers many paths. We are taught to proC
tect ourselves, prove ourselves, build our own security, pursue 
recognition, follow our desires, and avoid anything that costs 
too much. Some of those paths can appear successful for a long 
time. They can even be rewarded by the culture around us.

Jesus invites us onto another road.

He teaches us to forgive people who have wounded us. He 
teaches us to serve rather than build our lives around status. He 
teaches us to tell the truth, practice generosity, care for people 
who cannot repay us, and seek the kingdom of Pod before our 
own comfort or recognition.

His way begins to reshape what we value.

This is why following Jesus eventually brings us to surrender.
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Jesus saidL

“Df anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow me.”

zuke chapter 9, verse x6.

The cross reminds us that Jesus does not simply improve the life 
we have already designed. He becomes zord of it. Our plans, 
desires, relationships, resources, wounds, future, and identity 
are brought under His care and authority.

That is costly.

Yet the One asking us to surrender is the same One who gave 
Himself for us.

Jesus never asks His disciples to walk a road He refused to walk. 
He trusted the Father completely. He chose obedience when 
obedience led to suFering. He gave His life for people who could 
not save themselves.

We surrender to someone who has already shown us the full 
measure of His love.

Obedience grows from love and trust. Prace has brought us 
near to Jesus, and as we come to know Him, we learn to trust His 
words and follow His lead. Obedience becomes the response of 
a disciple who knows the One he is following is good.

Us trust deepens, obedience reaches into more of life. We begin 
to bring our habits, relationships, decisions, and desires before 
Jesus rather than dividing life into spiritual and ordinary cateC
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gories. We learn that His way is not meant to control us from a 
distance. Dt is meant to lead us into the life for which we were 
created.

That life cannot be sustained through willpower alone.

Jesus told His disciples that they needed to remain in Him.

“Ubide in me, and D in you.”

John chapter 18, verse 4.

U branch does not produce fruit by trying harder to act alive. 
Dt bears fruit because it remains connected to the source of life. 
Jesus used that picture to show His disciples that everything He 
was calling them to become would growjfrom relationshipjwith 
Him.

This is one of the central truths of the Way. Us we remain in 
Jesus, we receive what we cannot produce for ourselves. Over 
time, His life begins to take shape within us, producing fruit 
that comes from relationship with Him rather than our own 
strength.

The Holy Spirit makes this possible.

Jesus did not return to the Father and leave His followers 
with a set of instructions they had to carry out by themselves. 
He promised the Spirit, who would dwell within them, reC
mind them of His words, lead them into truth, convict them, 
strengthen them, and empower them for the work ahead.
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The Ihristian life re uires active obedience lived in dependence 
on the Holy Spirit. We listen, respond, and make real choices 
while trusting Him to form in us what our own strength could 
never produce. Following Jesus becomes a life of participation 
with the Spirit rather than an attempt to imitate Ihrist through 
eFort alone.

Aaul later described this as learning to “walk by the Spirit.”

Palatians chapter 8, verse 1?.

Walking is an ordinary image. One step follows another, and 
that is often how spiritual formation happens. Pod works 
through moments that seem signiGcant and through days that 
appear ordinary.

We open Scripture because we want to hear Pod7s voice more 
clearly. We pray because we need the Father. We confess sin 
because hiding keeps us from walking in the light. We forgive 
because Jesus has forgiven us, and we gather with other believers 
because discipleship was never meant to become a private BourC
ney.

We choose faithfulness in small places, then we continue choosC
ing it.

Much of a faithful Ihristian life is built through decisions that 
few people will ever notice. Jesus sees the  uiet obedience. He 
sees the choice to remain patient when frustration rises, to speak 
the truth when dishonesty would be easier, and to walk away 
when temptation oFers another path.
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He sees the apology that costs pride, the generosity no one 
knows about, the prayer oFered in weakness, and the service 
given without recognition. These ordinary steps become part of 
the way He shapes us.

They also teach us that the Way is meant to be walked with 
others.

The earliest followers of Jesus were eventually described in Ucts 
as people who belonged to “the Way.” Refore the word IhrisC
tian became widely used, this was one of the ways the growing 
movement of Jesus was identiGed.

Ucts tells us that Saul once searched for anyone “belonging to 
the Way” so he could arrest them.

Ucts chapter 9, verse x.

The name is Gtting.

These believers were known not only by a claim they made 
about Jesus, but by a life that was taking shape around Him. 
They gathered, prayed, shared meals, cared for people in need, 
opened their homes, endured opposition, learned the apostles7 
teaching, and carried the good news into new places.

Their faith had become visible.

The Ihurch was never meant to become a collection of people 
who privately believed the same things while remaining disC
connected from one another. Jesus formed a body. He creatC
ed a family where people would learn love, patience, forgiveC
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ness, generosity, confession, encouragement, and faithfulness 
together.

Iommunity is one of the places where the way of Jesus becomes 
real.

Dt is easy to believe we are patient until another person tests our 
patience. Dt is easy to imagine ourselves forgiving until someone 
actually hurts us. Dt is easy to speak about service until serving 
another person becomes inconvenient.

Aeople reveal what still needs to be formed in us.

They also become part of how Pod forms us. We need people 
who will remind us of truth when we forget it, pray when our 
own words are hard to Gnd, and encourage us when faithfulness 
feels costly. We also need people who will correct us, challenge 
us, and help us see what we may not see on our own.

Jesus formed disciples in community.

Then He sent them into the world.

“Us the Father has sent me, even so D am sending you.”

John chapter xE, verse x1.

The way of Jesus always moves outward. We come near to Jesus, 
but we are not gathered around Him simply for ourselves. He 
forms us so His love, truth, mercy, and kingdom can become 
visible through the lives we live among other people.
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For some, that calling may lead across oceans. For many, it 
begins across the street. Mission begins wherever Jesus has alC
ready placed us and takes shape in homes, workplaces, schools, 
churches, neighborhoods, friendships, hospitals, farms, o-ces, 
Bob sites, and ordinary conversations.

The  uestion becomes less about Gnding an impressive mission 
and more about learning to recogni0e where Jesus is already 
inviting us to follow Him.

Eventually, followers also help others follow.

Jesus spent years forming disciples who could continue His 
work after He returned to the Father. He taught them His 
words, showed them His life, corrected their misunderstandC
ings, trusted them with responsibility, and sent them out.

Refore He ascended, He told themL

“Po therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

Matthew chapter xG, verse 19.

That command reveals where the Way leads. U disciple becomes 
someone who helps others learn the same life. The relationship 
we receive from Jesus begins to shape how we walk with the 
people He places around us.

Making disciples often begins in ordinary relationships rather 
than public ministry. Dt re uires steady faithfulness to walk with 
another person, to open Scripture together, to pray honestly, 
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to practice obedience, and to remain present long enough for 
growth to take root.

U parent teaches a child to pray.

U friend tells another friend what Jesus has done.

U mature believer walks patiently with someone whose faith is 
still young.

U few people gather around Scripture and begin learning toC
gether what it means to obey Jesus.

This is how the Way has continued through generations. The 
gospel traveled because ordinary people carried it. Ihurches 
were formed because disciples made disciples. Families changed 
because someone decided to follow Jesus faithfully and help the 
neNt person do the same.

That work continues.

This book is aboutjlearning thatjlife.

We will begin with Jesus7 call to follow. We will look at what 
it means to learn from Him, surrender to Him, abide in Him, 
hear His words, obey His teaching, walk by the Spirit, pray, live 
among His people, choose the narrow road, carry the cross, live 
sent, and make disciples.

These are not separate spiritual subBects. Together, they describe 
a life shaped by Jesus. Each one belongs to the larger work of 
learning His way and becoming more like the One we follow.
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You may be new to faith.

You may have followed Jesus for years.

You may believe deeply and still recogni0e places where your life 
has become hurried, distracted, isolated, or spiritually tired. You 
may know the right words while sensing that Jesus is inviting 
you into something deeper than familiarity.

Wherever you begin, Jesus remains the center.

He is not asking you to master every part of discipleship before 
you take another step. He is asking you to remain near enough 
to hear Him, trust Him, and follow where He leads. The way 
forward begins withjrelationshipjbefore it becomes practice.

The road ahead will include Boy and surrender. There will be 
seasons when Pod7s presence feels near and others when faithC
fulness re uires trust without strong emotion. There will be 
people who strengthen your faith and others who reveal how 
much you still need to learn about patience, grace, and love.

Through all of it, Jesus will continue forming those who remain 
with Him.

There will be moments when obedience feels costly. There will 
also be moments when you look back and reali0e Jesus has 
been shaping you in ways you could not see while they were 
happening.

That is the life of a disciple.

We keep walking because we know the One who leads us.
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Jesus is the Way.

Und He still saysL

“Follow me.”



Chapter One

Come, Follow Me

Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee when He saw two 
brothers working. Simon Peter and Andrew were ,shermenv 
and their liyes were built around boatsv netsv weatherv waterv and 
the dailT work of bringing in enough ,sh to make a liying. pheT 
were doing what theT knew how to do when Jesus steMMed into 
the ordinarT rhTthm of their liyes.

:atthew tells us“

Wchile walking bT the Sea of Galileev he saw two brothersv 
Simonv who is ”alled Peterv and Andrew his brotherv ”asting a 
net into the seav for theT were ,shermen.4

:atthew ”haMter 1v yerse 8N.

Eothing about the s”ene aMMeared unusual. Peter and Andrew 
were workingv doing what theT had MrobablT done hundreds 
of times before. phen Jesus steMMed into an ordinarT daT and 
sMoke an inyitation that would ”hange the dire”tion of their 
liyes.
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WIollow mev and 9 will make Tou ,shers of men.4

:atthew ”haMter 1v yerse 8 .

phat single senten”e ”ontains mu”h of what dis”iMleshiM will 
be”ome. WIollow me4 is the ”allCinto relationshiMCwith Jesus. W9 
will make Tou4 is the Mromise that He will form those who 
remain with Him. WIishers of men4 Moints toward the mission 
that will eyentuallT grow from a life shaMed bT -hrist.

phe dis”iMles did not haye to be”ome readT before theT folR
lowed. pheT followedv and Jesus began making them into the 
MeoMle He intended them to be”ome.CZelationshiMC”ame ,rstv 
formation followedv and mission eyentuallT grew from both.

:atthew tells us that Peter and Andrew left their nets and 
followed Him. A little farther down the shorev Jesus saw James 
and John working with their fatherv qebedee. Jesus ”alled them 
toov and theT left the boat and began walking with Him.

pheT did not understand eyerTthing that following Jesus would 
eyentuallT reOuire. pheT did not know where the road would 
leadv how mu”h theT would haye to learnv or how deeMlT their 
liyes would ”hange. pheT knew enough about the xne ”alling 
them to take the neLt steM.

phat is where dis”iMleshiM begins.

Jesus ”alls MeoMle to Himself.

phe ,rst moyement of dis”iMleshiM is toward a Person. S”riMR
turev MraTerv the -hur”hv obedien”ev and mission will all beR
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”ome essential Marts of following Himv but none of them reR
Mla”es Jesus at the ”enter. phe -hristian life begins with Him 
and ”ontinues bT remaining near Him.

phis is what made the ”all beside the sea so signi,”ant. Jesus did 
not giye Peter and Andrew a ”omMlete eLMlanation of the Tears 
ahead before asking them to follow. He did not des”ribe eyerT 
town theT would yisitv eyerT mira”le theT would witnessv eyerT 
Ouestion theT would wrestle withv or eyerT hardshiM theT would 
eyentuallT ”arrT.

He gaye them Himself.

:ost of us would Mrefer a maM. ce want to know where God is 
taking us before we agree to gov what obedien”e will ”ost before 
we surrenderv and whether the road ahead will lead somewhere 
we ”onsider safe. ce often want ”laritT about the future before 
we are willing to trust Jesus in the Mresent.

Fet following Jesus rarelT works that waT.

phe dis”iMles learned the road bT walking with Him. pheT 
dis”oyered His ”hara”ter oyer mealsv long daTsv ”rowded roadsv 
stormsv Ouestionsv failuresv and Ouiet moments awaT from the 
”rowds. pheir ”on,den”e did not ”ome from seeing eyerTthing 
ahead. 9t grew from knowing the xne who was leading them.

phat remains true for us.

God maT giye dire”tion for the futurev but mu”h of dis”iMleshiM 
haMMens one faithful steM at a time. ce learn to trust Jesus with 
what we ”an see todaT while leaying what we ”annot see in His 
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hands. xyer timev we dis”oyer that following Him deMends less 
on haying the whole Mlan and more on knowing the SheMherd 
who leads us.

phe ,rst dis”iMles had to learn this slowlT. Peter often wanted 
”laritT before Jesus was readT to giye it. He wanted to underR
stand what Jesus was doingv and sometimes he resisted when the 
Math did not mat”h what he eLMe”ted the :essiah to do.

Jesus ”ontinued tea”hing him.

phere will be times when we know eLa”tlT what obedien”e 
reOuires. phere will also be seasons when the future feels unR
”ertain and the neLt faithful steM aMMears small. Iollowing Jesus 
means learning to walk with Him in both.

phe ”all of Jesus also meets us in ordinarT life.

Jesus did not wait for Peter and Andrew to enter a religious 
setting before ”alling them. He met ,shermen beside the sea and 
:atthew at a taL booth. He sMoke with a Samaritan woman 
beside a wellv wel”omed qa””haeus from a ”rowded streetv and 
entered homes ,lled with ordinarT MeoMle ”arrTing ordinarT 
needs.

Jesus has alwaTs entered real life.

phis matters be”ause we ”an easilT diyide life into sMiritual and 
ordinarT ”ategories. ce think of ”hur”hv MraTerv S”riMturev worR
shiMv and ministrT as the Mla”es where following Jesus haMMensv 
and then return to workv familTv s”hedulesv ,nan”esv relationR
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shiMsv and resMonsibilities as though theT belong somewhere 
else.

Jesus makes no su”h diyision.

chen He ”alls  a  Mersonv  He ”alls  the whole Merson.  xur 
workv relationshiMsv habitsv ambitionsv fearsv resour”esv de”iR
sionsv woundsv and future all be”ome Mla”es where we learn 
His waT. Iollowing Jesus rea”hes into the ordinarT Marts of life 
be”ause those are the Mla”es where most of our liyes are a”tuallT 
liyed.

9t rea”hes the waT we sMeak when we are frustrated. 9t shaMes 
how we treat MeoMle who ”annot do anTthing for usv how we 
resMond when someone disaMMoints usv and what we ”hoose 
when no one else is wat”hing. Jesus tea”hes us to follow Him at 
the kit”hen tablev in the o'”ev on the roadv at the Bob sitev and 
in the Ouiet de”isions that rarelT re”eiye attention.

Peter3s boat mattered be”ause it was Mart of Peter3s life.

:atthew3s work mattered be”ause it was Mart of :atthew3s life.

Four ordinarT life matters too.

Jesus took language Peter and Andrew alreadT understood and 
gaye it a new dire”tion. pheT knew what it meant to ”ast nets 
and wait for a ”at”h. Jesus would take what was familiar and 
slowlT tea”h them that their liyes were now Mart of something 
larger.

W9 will make Tou ,shers of men.4
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Eoti”e where the resMonsibilitT for transformation begins.

W9 will make Tou.4

Jesus did not saTv WDe”ome the kind ofCmenC9 ”an usev then ”ome 
,nd me.4 He ”alled them as theT were and took resMonsibilitT 
for forming them as theT remained with Him. pheT would haye 
to listenv obeTv reMentv and resMondv but the transforming work 
belonged to -hrist.

phis is an imMortant Mart of gra”e.

:anT MeoMle delaT following Jesus more deeMlT be”ause theT 
belieye theT need to be”ome better ,rst. pheT want to reR
solye a strugglev break a habitv understand more S”riMturev beR
”ome more dis”iMlinedv or somehow Mroye that theT are serious 
enough before fullT surrendering.

Jesus alreadT knows the Merson He is ”alling.

He knew Peter would sMeak too Oui”klT at times. He knew Peter 
would struggle to understand the ”ross and argue when Jesus 
sMoke about su7ering. He knew that Peter would Mromise neyer 
to abandon Him and later denT three times that he eyen knew 
Jesus.

Jesus ”alled him anTwaT.

phe ”all was not a reward for Peter3s ,nished ”hara”ter. 9t was 
the beginning of Peter3s formation. Jesus saw the man standing 
beside the netsv and He also knew the man Peter ”ould be”ome 
through Tears sMent walking with Him.
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Gra”e meets us where we arev but gra”e does not leaye us there. 
phe same Jesus who saTsv W-omev4 also saTsv W9 will make Tou.4 
He forms what is un,nishedv ”orre”ts what is falsev strengthens 
what is weakv and tea”hes us to trust where fear has taught us to 
Mrote”t ourselyes.

phat work usuallT takes time.

phe GosMels are remarkablT honest about the dis”iMles be”ause 
S”riMture does not hide the distan”e between the MeoMle Jesus 
”alled and the MeoMle theT would eyentuallT be”ome. pheT arR
gued about who was greatestv misunderstood His tea”hingv fell 
asleeM when He asked them to MraTv be”ame afraid in stormsv 
and struggled to a””eMt a :essiah who would su7er.

Stillv theT remained with Jesus.

pheir failures be”ame Mla”es where He taught them. pheir 
Ouestions be”ame oMMortunities for deeMer understandingv and 
their Mridev fearv ”onfusionv and weakness ”ould be brought 
into His Mresen”e and transformed. 5is”iMleshiM was not the 
aMMearan”e of haying arriyed. 9t was the willingness to remain 
with Jesus as He ”ontinued to form them.

phat reOuires humilitT.

Iollowing Jesus means being willing to admit when His waT 
di7ers from ours. ce re”eiye ”orre”tion from S”riMturev listen 
when the SMirit eLMoses something in usv and allow trusted 
belieyers to helM us see Mla”es where we maT be blind.

Iollowing means Jesus gets to lead.
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phat ”an be di'”ult be”ause manT of us haye sMent Tears learnR
ing to lead ourselyes. ce make Mlansv solye Mroblemsv ”arrT 
resMonsibilitTv and trT to ”reate liyes that feel se”ure. ce learn 
from eLMerien”ev Mrote”t ourselyes from disaMMointmentv and 
sometimes begin to treat ”ontrol as though it were wisdom.

phen Jesus saTsv WIollow me.4

His ”all ”arries authoritT be”ause He is 2ord. Fet throughout 
the GosMelsv MeoMle still haye to resMond. Some leaye what theT 
know and follow Himv while others hear His words and walk 
awaT.

phe GosMel of John des”ribes the relationshiM between Jesus 
and His followers through the Mi”ture of a sheMherd and sheeM.

W:T sheeM hear mT yoi”ev and 9 know themv and theT follow 
me.4

John ”haMter 8jv yerse 06.

phereCis relationshiMCin those words. Jesus knows His sheeMv 
His sheeM learn His yoi”ev and then theT follow. phe order 
matters be”ause -hristian obedien”e grows from knowing the 
xne who leads us.

A sheMherd knows the lands”aMe in waTs the sheeM do not. 
He sees dangers theT ”annot see and knows where water and 
Masture ”an be found. phe sheeM do not need to understand the 
whole terrain. pheT need to re”ogniEe the sheMherd and trust 
his leadershiM.
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phe -hristian life grows from that same relationshiM.

ce learn the yoi”e of Jesus through S”riMture. ce be”ome faR
miliar with His ”hara”terv His ”ommandsv His ”omMassionv and 
the kind of life His kingdom Mrodu”es. ce begin to re”ogniEe 
what sounds like Him be”ause we haye sMent time learning who 
He is.

phe more ”learlT we know Himv the more deeMlT we ”an trust 
Him.

Jesus is not asking us to obeT an unknown master. He has 
shown us His heart. He wel”omed sinnersv tou”hed leMersv 
weMt with grieying friendsv defended the oyerlookedv ”onfrontR
ed hTMo”risTv washed His dis”iMles3 feetv ”arried the ”rossv and 
gaye His life for the world.

phe SheMherd who leads us is the SheMherd who laid down His 
life for His sheeM.

ce ”an trust His yoi”e be”ause we know His heart.

Stillv the ”all reOuires a resMonse.

Peter and Andrew ”ould haye heard Jesus and remained beside 
their nets. James and John ”ould haye de”ided that leaying the 
boat ”arried too mu”h un”ertaintT. :atthew ”ould haye staTed 
at his taL booth.

phe GosMels show both kinds of resMonses.
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Some MeoMle followed Oui”klT. xthers hesitated. Some wanted 
to remain near Jesus until His words tou”hed something theT 
were unwilling to surrender.

xne of the ”learest eLamMles is the ri”h Toung man who ”ame 
to Jesus asking about eternal life. He aMMears sin”erev and :ark 
tells us that Jesus looked at him and loyed him. Fet when Jesus 
tou”hed the Mla”e where the man3s trust was diyidedv the man 
went awaT sorrowful be”ause he had great Mossessions.

His storT reminds us that it is Mossible to ”ome near Jesus and 
still resist His leadershiM.

Iollowing be”omes real when the waT of Jesus interse”ts with 
something we yalue deeMlT. Ior one Merson that maT be moneT. 
Ior another it maT be aMMroyalv ”ontrolv ”omfortv seLualitTv 
ambitionv resentmentv reMutationv or a future theT haye alreadT 
Mlanned.

Jesus eyentuallT rea”hes those Mla”es be”ause dis”iMleshiM inR
yolyes the whole life.

ce do not surrender eyerTthing in a single moment of Merfe”t 
understanding. :u”h of dis”iMleshiM is the gradual dis”oyerT of 
what we are still holding. As we walk with Jesusv He reyeals the 
Mla”es where trust has not Tet rea”hed and inyites us to follow 
Him there too.

phis is whT the ”all of Jesus is not onlT something we remember 
from the beginning of faith.

9t remains Mart of the -hristian life.
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Peter had followed Jesus for Tears whenv after the resurre”tionv 
Jesus sMoke those words to him again.

WIollow me.4

John ”haMter 08v yerse 8 .

Peter had failed badlT. He had denied Jesus when ”ourage matR
tered most and ”arried the memorT of that failure into the daTs 
after the ”ross. Fet the risen -hrist met him beside another seav 
restored himv gaye him resMonsibilitTv and ”alled him forward 
again.

Peter3s failure did not haye to be”ome the Mla”e where he 
stoMMed walking.

Eeither do ours.

chen we sinv we return to Jesus. chen fear has led us awaTv we 
turn ba”k toward Him. chen Mride has ”onyin”ed us that our 
waT is betterv reMentan”e brings us again under His leadershiM.

ZeMentan”e is Mart of the caT be”ause dis”iMles sometimes 
wander.

Jesus ”ontinues ”alling us ba”k.

phis should shaMe the waT we think about our own formation 
and the MeoMle around us. Jesus did not begin with Molished 
dis”iMles or MeoMle who had eyerTthing ,gured out. He began 
with ordinarT MeoMle willing to follow.
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phe men beside the Sea of Galilee did not haye imMressiye 
sMiritual resumes. pheT be”ame signi,”ant be”ause theT sMent 
their liyes with Jesus. His Mresen”ev tea”hingv ”orre”tionv gra”ev 
and SMirit formed them for work theT ”ould not haye imagined 
when theT ,rst Mut down their nets.

God still works through ordinarT MeoMle.

Iollowing Jesus is not reseryed for Mastorsv missionariesv auR
thorsv or MeoMle whose liyes aMMear unusuallT sMiritual. UyerT 
belieyer is inyited to liye under the leadershiM of Jesus whereyer 
God has Mla”ed them.

A mother ”an follow Jesus while ”aring for ”hildren. A business 
owner ”an follow Him while making di'”ult de”isions. A stuR
dent ”an follow Him in a ”lassroomv a farmer in a ,eldv and a 
friend while sitting beside someone in a hosMital room.

phe lo”ation ”hanges.

phe inyitation does not.

As this book ”ontinuesv we will eLMlore what that life looks like. 
ce will learn what it means to learn from Jesusv surrender our 
willv abide in Himv hear and obeT His wordsv walk bT the SMiritv 
MraTv belong to His MeoMlev ”hoose the narrow waTv ”arrT the 
”rossv liye sentv and make dis”iMles.

All of these Mra”ti”es remain ”entered on Jesus Himself. 5is”iR
MleshiM beginsCwith relationshiMCwith Himv and mission grows 
from the life He forms in us. Defore we ”an helM others learn 
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the waT of Jesusv we must ”ontinue learning to walk with Him 
ourselyes.

phere maT be Marts of Tour life where following alreadT feels 
natural. phere maT be other Mla”es where Tou re”ogniEe that Tou 
haye been walking mostlT bT Tour own understanding. Jesus is 
not asking Tou to solye the entire BourneT todaT.

He is asking for the neLt faithful steM.

phat steM maT be returning to S”riMture with a willing heart. 
9t maT be obeTing something Tou alreadT know Jesus has been 
asking of Touv releasing a Mlan Tou haye been holding too tightR
lTv asking forgiyenessv telling the truthv re”onne”ting with the 
-hur”hv or bringing a hidden struggle into the light.

phe neLt steM will not look the same for eyerTonev but the 
dire”tion is the same.

phe men beside the Sea of Galilee ”ould not see eyerTthing 
that waited ahead. pheT knew onlT that Jesus had ”alled themv 
and theT ”hose to follow. As theT walked with Himv He began 
forming them into MeoMle theT ”ould neyer haye be”ome on 
their own.

phe same inyitation remains before us. ce do not need to see 
the entire road before taking the neLt faithful steM. ce need to 
know the xne who is leading.

Jesus still saTsv WIollow me.4



Chapter Two

Learn from Me

The rstd ictpclfet fend dhecs aedt bai geoba nwffwJcao uet,tm g,d 
dhbd iepctcwa ici awd kb.e dhek racthei ictpclfetP Aedesm -aF
iseJm ubketm uwham bai dhe wdhest tdcff hbi k,ph dw febsaP ywfF
fwJcao gsw,ohd dhek pfwte eaw,oh nws uet,t dw geoca thblcao 
hwJ dhev dhw,ohdm fcGeim fwGeim lsbveim tesGeim bai ,aiestdwwi 
:wiP

uet,t ietpscgei dhct caGcdbdcwa Jcdh Jwsit dhbd hbGe gsw,ohd 
pwknwsd dw oeaesbdcwat wn lewlfe pbssvcao g,sieat“

CIwke dw kem bff Jhw fbgws bai bse hebGv fbieam bai ” Jcff ocGe 
vw, setdPM

1bddheJ phbldes 22m Geste 89P

Thea uet,t pwadca,ei“

CTb.e kv vw.e ,lwa vw,m bai febsa nswk kePM

1bddheJ phbldes 22m Geste 8LP
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The dJw caGcdbdcwat gefwao dwoedhes“ pwke dw 1e bai febsa 
nswk 1eP uet,t gscaot lewlfe aebs tw dhev pba .awJ qckm bai 
fcne aebs qck gepwket dhe lfbpe Jhese dhev bse nwskeiP - ictF
pclfe iwet awd tcklfv sepecGe twkedhcao nswk uet,tP - ictpclfe 
geocat febsacao dw fcGe Jcdh qck bai fc.e qckP

Thct ct Jhbd cd kebat dw gepwke b ictpclfeP

- ictpclfe ct b febsaesm g,d dhe .cai wn febsacao uet,t wYest 
owet gevwai kese canwskbdcwa obdhescaoP qct ictpclfet fctdeaei 
dw qct debphcaom sekekgesei qct Jwsitm bt.ei 4,etdcwatm bai 
dscei dw ,aiestdbai dhe .caoiwk wn :wiP Sed k,ph wn Jhbd dhev 
febsaei pbke dhsw,oh thbscao fcne Jcdh qckP

Thev Jbdphei uet,t pfwtefvP Thev tbJ hwJ qe setlwaiei Jhea 
pswJit cadess,ldei qct lfbatm hwJ qe dsebdei lewlfe Jcdh fcddfe 
tdbd,tm bai hwJ qe tlw.e dw dhwte Jhw wllwtei qckP Thev tbJ 
qck lsbvm setdm tesGem pwanswadm nwsocGem osceGem pefegsbdem bai 
sekbca nbcdhn,f dw dhe ybdhesP

The ictpclfet Jese febsacao b fcneP

1bs. ietpscget wae kwkead Jhea uet,t pbffei dJefGe kea cadw 
b lbsdcp,fbs sefbdcwathcl Jcdh qckP qe bllwcadei dhek tw Cdhbd 
dhev kcohd ge Jcdh hckM bai tw dhbd qe kcohd eGead,bffv teai 
dhek w,dP

1bs. phbldes Hm Geste 2UP

The wsies kbddestP uet,t pbffei dhek rstd dw ge Jcdh qckP Thecs 
nwskbdcwa oseJ nswk dhbd sefbdcwathclm bai dhecs kcttcwa eGeaF
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d,bffv jwJei nswk Jhbd qe hbi nwskei ca dhekP Thev Jw,fi 
ge tead gv uet,t gepb,te dhev hbi rstd febsaei dw fcGe Jcdh uet,tP

Thct lbddesa ct ebtv dw wGesfww. gepb,te Je wndea Jbad dw kwGe 
4,cp.fv dwJbsi iwcao twkedhcao nws :wiP ze Jbad b l,slwtem 
ba bttcoakeadm b swfem ws b pfebs lfbpe Jhese w,s fcGet pba kb.e 
b icYeseapeP Thwte ietcset pba ge owwim g,d uet,t geocat twkeF
Jhese ieelesP

qe pbfft ,t dw ge Jcdh qckP

Ihsctdcba bpdcGcdv pba aeGes selfbpe fcne Jcdh IhsctdP uet,t ct 
nwskcao lewlfe Jhw .awJ qckm bai eGesvdhcao dhev eGead,bffv 
iw ca qct abke thw,fi oswJ nswk dhbd sefbdcwathclP &esGcpem 
febiesthclm debphcaom oeaeswtcdvm bai kcttcwa bff gepwke hebfdhF
ces Jhea dhev jwJ nswk b fcne dhbd ct tdcff febsacao nswk uet,tP

Thbd nwskbdcwa db.et dcke gepb,te gepwkcao fc.e uet,t sebphet 
ieeles dhba febsacao aeJ gehbGcwsP 3,s bpdcwat oswJ nswk 
lbddesat wn dhw,ohdm ietcsem nebsm ds,tdm bai fwGe dhbd hbGe geea 
nwskcao ca ,t nws vebstP ze pbssv tdwscetm hbgcdtm btt,kldcwatm 
Jw,aitm bkgcdcwatm bai Jbvt wn setlwaicao dhbd wndea neef abdF
,sbf gepb,te Je hbGe lsbpdcpei dhek nws tw fwaoP

Thea Je geoca Jbf.cao Jcdh uet,tP

qct Jwsit seGebf lfbpet Jhese w,s catdcapdt iw awd kbdph qctP 
qct fcne thwJt ,t Jbvt wn setlwaicao dhbd bse icYesead nswk dhe 
waet Je hbGe febsaeiP qct lseteape geocat e'lwtcao dhe lfbpet 
Jhese nebsm lsciem baoesm bllswGbfm pwadswfm ws tefnFlswdepdcwa 
hbGe geea thblcao ,t kwse dhba Je sebfc6eiP
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Thct ct lbsd wn gecao db,ohdP

- owwi debphes iwet kwse dhba selebd Jhbd b td,iead bfF
sebiv .awJtP - owwi debphes gscaot ,aiestdbaicao Jhese dhese 
hbt geea pwan,tcwa bai pwssepdcwa Jhese twkedhcao hbt geea 
febsaei capwssepdfvP uet,t debphet Jcdh lesnepd ds,dh bai lesnepd 
fwGe gepb,te qe teet gwdh Jhw Je bse bai Jhw qe ct nwskcao 
,t dw gepwkeP

The ictpclfet e'lesceapei dhct pwatdbadfvP

Thev bso,ei wGes Jhw Jbt osebdetdm bai uet,t db,ohd dhek 
dw tesGeP Thev Jbadei dw teai lewlfe bJbvm bai uet,t thwJei 
pwklbttcwaP Thev Jbadei dw pbff iwJa 0,iokeadm bai uet,t 
pwssepdei dhekP Thev Jwsscei bgw,d lswGctcwa Jhcfe tdbaicao 
getcie dhe 3ae Jhw hbi bfsebiv thwJa dhek dhe ybdhes5t pbseP

Thev Jese febsacao dhsw,oh eGesvdhcao dhev e'lesceapei Jcdh 
uet,tP &wkedcket qe db,ohd dhek icsepdfvP &wkedcket qe baF
tJesei dhecs 4,etdcwatm pwssepdei dhecs btt,kldcwatm ws bffwJei 
dhecs nbcf,set dw seGebf Jhbd tdcff aeeiei dw phbaoeP uet,t ,tei 
wsicabsv kwkeadtm icKp,fd kwkeadtm bai eGea dhecs kctdb.et 
bt lfbpet wn nwskbdcwaP

Thbd thw,fi phbaoe dhe Jbv Je ,aiestdbai w,s wJa oswJdhP

ze wndea gepwke ictpw,sboei Jhea Je sepwoac6e hwJ k,ph wn 
w,s fcGet tdcff aeeit dw ge nwskeiP ze kbv hbGe nwffwJei uet,t 
nws vebst bai tdcff rai w,stefGet tds,oofcao Jcdh cklbdceapem 
pwklbsctwam nebsm seteadkeadm tefrthaettm ws dhe aeei dw pwadswf 
Jhbd hblleat ae'dP
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Nepwoac6cao Jhbd tdcff aeeit dw phbaoe iwet awd bfJbvt keba Je 
bse kwGcao gbp.JbsiP &wkedcket Je bse rabffv pfwte eaw,oh dw 
uet,t dw tee Jhbd qe Jbadt dw debph ,tP qct fcohd seGebft lbddesat 
Je wape coawseim bai qct ds,dh ocGet abket dw bddcd,iet Je wape 
pwatciesei awskbfP

:swJdh wndea geocat Jhea Je gepwke bgfe dw tee hwaetdfv Jhbd 
osbpe ct bfsebiv Jws.cao dw dsbatnwskP

&pscld,se geocat abkcao dhcaot Je wape e'p,teiP The &lcscd 
gscaot pwaGcpdcwa dw bddcd,iet dhbd wape teekei hbskfettP NefbF
dcwathclt seGebf lbddesat Je pw,fi awd tee Jhea Je Jese bfwaem 
bai hbsithcl e'lwtet Jhese w,s ds,td hbt geea setdcaoP

uet,t ,tet dhete lfbpet dw debph ,tP

qe debphet Jhbd fwGe fww.t fc.e Jhea fwGe gepwket capwaGeF
aceadP qe debphet lbdceape Jhea fcne kwGet tfwJes dhba Je JbadP 
qe debphet nwsocGeaett Jhea twkewae hbt bpd,bffv h,sd ,tm bai 
qe debphet ds,td Jhea dhe n,d,se pbaawd ge pwadswffeiP

Thete dhcaot pbaawd sekbca ciebtP

Thev hbGe dw gepwke lsbpdcpei Jbvt wn fcGcaoP

uet,t tbci“

C- ictpclfe ct awd bgwGe hct debphesm g,d eGesvwae Jhea he ct 
n,ffv dsbcaei Jcff ge fc.e hct debphesPM

E,.e phbldes 7m Geste UDP
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The owbf wn Ihsctdcba nwskbdcwa ct dw ge fc.e uet,tP qct ictpclfet 
febsa qct Jwsit tw ieelfv dhbd qct phbsbpdes capsebtcaofv geF
pwket Gctcgfe ca dhe Jbv dhev fcGeP BawJfeioe kbddestm g,d cd ct 
kebad dw febi dwJbsi b fcne thblei gv dhe TebphesP

Thbd .cai wn phbaoe ct wndea osbi,bfP

- lestwa Jhw wape setlwaiei 4,cp.fv ca baoes kbv geoca 
febsacao oeadfeaettP &wkewae Jhw g,cfd fcne bsw,ai bllswGbf 
kbv gepwke kwse tep,se ca dhe ybdhes5t fwGeP - lestwa Jhw 
bfJbvt aeeiei pwadswf kbv tfwJfv febsa dw eads,td w,dpwket dw 
:wiP

&wkewae Jhw wape bGwciei icKp,fd lewlfe kbv geoca febsaF
cao pwklbttcwaP &wkewae Jhw o,bsiei eGesvdhcao dhev wJaei 
kbv gepwke oeaesw,tP &wkewae Jhw pbsscei seteadkead nws 
vebst kbv ictpwGes dhbd uet,t ct debphcao dhek hwJ dw nwsocGeP

Thete phbaoet oswJ dhsw,oh selebdei fcne Jcdh uet,tP

Thct ct wae sebtwa dhe Jwsit Cfebsa nswk keM kbddes tw k,phP 
uet,t ,aiestdbait dhbd Je bse febsacaoP qe iwet awd tleb. bt 
dhw,oh eGesv ictpclfe thw,fi bfsebiv .awJ hwJ dw fcGe eGesvF
dhcao qe debphetP

qe caGcdet ,t cadw b lswpettP

The ictpclfet bt.ei 4,etdcwat dhbd twkedcket seGebfei hwJ fcddfe 
dhev ,aiestdwwiP Thev kct,aiestdwwi lbsbgfetm tds,oofei dw 
osbtl Jhbd uet,t kebad Jhea qe tlw.e bgw,d qct iebdhm bai 
Jbdphei qck neei dhw,tbait wafv dw Jwssv bgw,d gsebi fbdesP
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uet,t pwadca,ei debphcao dhekP

These ct lbdceape ca ictpclfethclP

Thbd lbdceape iwet awd kb.e oswJdh ,acklwsdbadP ”d kebat 
oswJdh hblleat ,aies dhe pbse wn b lbdcead TebphesP uet,t ct teF
scw,t bgw,d nwskcao qct ictpclfetm bai qct nwskbdcwa ct thblei 
gv dhe tbke phbsbpdes qe seGebft ca 1bddheJ phbldes 22P

qe tbvt“

C” bk oeadfe bai fwJfv ca hebsdPM

1bddheJ phbldes 22m Geste 8LP

uet,t debphet Jcdh pwklfede b,dhwscdv bai Jcdh b hebsd dhbd ct 
oeadfe bai fwJfvP qct ds,dh pba pwanswad ,t ieelfv Jhcfe qct 
osbpe .eelt isbJcao ,t aebsP qe pwssepdt gepb,te qe fwGetm bai 
qct pwssepdcwa ct bfJbvt icsepdei dwJbsi setdwsbdcwa bai fcneP

Thct iwet awd keba uet,t bGwcit icKp,fd ds,dhP qe phbffeaoei 
sefcocw,t febiestm pwssepdei qct ictpclfetm pwanswadei ,agefcenm 
bai pbffei lewlfe dw seleadbapeP Sed eGea qct pwssepdcwa Jbt 
l,slwten,fP

Aedes e'lesceapei dhct bndes ieavcao uet,tP

uet,t ici awd lsedeai Aedes5t nbcf,se hbi awd hblleaeiP qe 
gsw,ohd Aedes gbp. dw dhe lfbpe Jhese fwGem fwvbfdvm bai pbffcao 
hbi dw ge nbpei bobcaP Sed dhe pwaGestbdcwa getcie dhe teb Jbt 
awd ietcoaei dw h,kcfcbde AedesP

”d setdwsei hckP
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Thbd ct dhe .cai wn Tebphes Je bse febsacao nswkP

uet,t .awJt hwJ dw seGebf Jhbd aeeit dw phbaoe Jhcfe pwadcaF
,cao dw pbff ,t nwsJbsiP qe pba pwanswad lsciem e'lwte nebsm bai 
thwJ ,t Jhese Je hbGe Jbaiesei Jcdhw,d d,sacao bJbv nswk 
dhe lestwa qe fwGetP

Thct bffwJt ictpclfethcl dw gepwke hwaetdP

ze pba gscao w,s bpd,bf fcGet dw uet,tm capf,icao dhe lfbpet Jhese 
ds,td ct icKp,fdm dhe hbgcdt dhbd sekbca td,ggwsam dhe sefbdcwaF
thclt Jhese lbdceape oswJt dhcam dhe nebst Je sbsefv tbv bfw,im 
bai dhe 4,etdcwat Je tdcff pbssvP - ictpclfe febsat gv gscaocao 
dhwte lfbpet cadw sefbdcwathcl Jcdh dhe Tebphes sbdhes dhba hciF
cao dhek nswk qckP

Thct ct Gesv icYesead nswk dsvcao dw psebde b tlcscd,bf ckboeP

Nefcocw,t lesnwskbape debphet ,t dw kbaboe bllebsbapetP ze 
febsa hwJ dw tw,ai kbd,sem tbv Jhbd lewlfe e'lepdm bai .eel 
icKp,fd lbsdt wn w,stefGet w,d wn GceJP uet,t debphet ,t dw Jbf. 
ca ds,dhP

:swJdh geocat Jhea Je bse Jcffcao dw fed qck debph dhe lestwa 
Je bpd,bffv bseP

Eebsacao nswk uet,t bftw se4,cset bddeadcwaP

The ictpclfet hbi uet,t lhvtcpbffv Jbf.cao getcie dhekm ved dhev 
tdcff kcttei dhcaotP Thev pw,fi ge ca dhe gwbd Jcdh qck bai 
sekbca kwse nwp,tei wa dhe tdwsk dhba wa qct lseteapeP Thev 
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pw,fi Jbdph qct pwklbttcwa dwJbsi wdhest bai tdcff gepwke 
cklbdcead Jcdh dhe ae'd lestwa Jhw aeeiei heflP

ze pba iw dhe tbkeP

uet,t kbv tdbai bd dhe peades wn Jhbd Je gefceGem ved sepecGe 
Gesv fcddfe wn w,s bddeadcwa dhsw,ohw,d dhe ibvP 3,s kcait pba 
gepwke rffei Jcdh tphei,fetm kettboetm aeJtm setlwatcgcfcdcetm 
eadesdbcakeadm Jws.m Jwsscetm bai eaifett awcteP Owae wn dhwte 
dhcaot hbt dw ge eGcf dw kb.e cd icKp,fd dw fctdea JeffP

Fctpclfethcl se4,cset febsacao dw lbv bddeadcwaP

ze lbv bddeadcwa dw dhe Jwsit wn uet,t ca &pscld,seP ze awdcpe 
Jhbd dhwte Jwsit seGebf bgw,d qct phbsbpdes bai Jhese dhev 
phbffeaoe dhe lbddesat wn w,s wJa fcGetP ze kb.e swwk nws 
lsbvesm sejepdcwam bai dhe 4,ced Jws. wn bffwJcao ds,dh dw kwGe 
ieeles dhba canwskbdcwaP

ze bftw lbv bddeadcwa dhsw,ohw,d wsicabsv fcneP

-t Je febsa dw lbv bddeadcwam wsicabsv fcne gepwket lbsd wn dhe 
pfbttswwkP - icKp,fd pwaGestbdcwa kbv e'lwte cklbdceapeP -a 
cadess,ldcwa kbv seGebf hwJ dcohdfv Je bse hwficao w,s lfbatm 
bai ictbllwcadkead kbv thwJ ,t Jhese w,s hwle hbt 4,cedfv 
thcndei bJbv nswk :wiP

Thct iwet awd keba Je ba'cw,tfv tebsph nws b hciiea fettwa ca 
eGesvdhcao dhbd hblleatP ”d kebat Je fcGe Jcdh ba bJbseaett dhbd 
uet,t ct lsetead bai dhbd eGesv lbsd wn fcne pba ge gsw,ohd ,aies 
qct debphcaoP
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ze geoca gv bt.cao hwJ uet,t Jw,fi hbGe ,t setlwaim Jhbd 
qct zwsi debphetm Jhbd b tcd,bdcwa kbv seGebf bgw,d w,s hebsdm 
bai Jhese dhe &lcscd ct caGcdcao ,t dw oswJP G,etdcwat fc.e dhete 
psebde tlbpe nws nwskbdcwa gv gscaocao wsicabsv fcne gbp. ,aies 
dhe febiesthcl wn uet,tP

uet,t bftw defft qct ictpclfet dw db.e qct vw.e ,lwa dhekP

The ckboe wn b vw.e pbsscei dhe cieb wn pwkcao ,aies twkewae5t 
icsepdcwa bai febsacao b lbsdcp,fbs Jbv wn fcneP uet,t caGcdet qct 
ictpclfet dw sepecGe qct febiesthcl bai febsa qct JbvP Nekbs.F
bgfvm qe ietpscget dhbd fcne bt dhe lfbpe Jhese Jebsv lewlfe rai 
setd nws dhecs tw,ftP

Thct tw,ait icYesead nswk dhe Jbv kbav wn ,t ,aiestdbai setdP

ze wndea dhca. setd kebat dhe bgteape wn setlwatcgcfcdvP uet,t 
ietpscget setd Jcdhca b fcne gsw,ohd ,aies qct febiesthclP The 
g,siea gepwket icYesead gepb,te Je bse aw fwaoes dsvcao dw 
pbssv fcne blbsd nswk qckP

1,ph wn w,s e'hb,tdcwa pwket nswk dsvcao dw pbssv fcne Jcdhw,d 
uet,t5 febiesthclP ze dsv dw tep,se w,s wJa Jwsdhm kbaboe Jhbd 
wdhes lewlfe dhca.m pwadswf w,dpwketm bai pbssv setlwatcgcfcdcet 
:wi aeGes obGe ,tP Eebsacao nswk uet,t capf,iet ictpwGescao 
Jhbd gefwaot ca w,s hbait bai Jhbd k,td ge eads,tdei dw qctP

uet,t wYest bawdhes JbvP

qct vw.e ocGet icsepdcwa dw w,s eYwsdm bai qct lseteape ocGet 
setd dw w,s tw,ftP ze lbsdcpclbde dhsw,oh wgeiceapem lsbpdcpem 
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seleadbapem lsbvesm bai nbcdhn,faett Jhcfe ds,tdcao qck dw iw 
dhe ieeles Jws. wn dsbatnwskbdcwaP

Thct bftw kebat Je kbv hbGe dw ,afebsa twke dhcaotP

Owd eGesvdhcao dhbd neeft abd,sbf ct nbcdhn,fP

ze kbv hbGe febsaei dhbd tdseaodh kebat aeGes bikcddcao 
Jeb.aettP uet,t thwJt ,t b tdseaodh dhbd pba ieleai wa dhe 
ybdhesm sepecGe heflm bai deff dhe ds,dh bgw,d aeeiP ze kbv hbGe 
febsaei dhbd febiesthcl kebat sekbcacao ca pwadswfm Jhcfe uet,t 
.aeeft genwse qct ictpclfet bai Jbthet dhecs needP

ze kbv hbGe febsaei dhbd t,ppett lswGet w,s JwsdhP uet,t debphF
et ,t dw sepecGe cieadcdv nswk dhe ybdhes genwse bphceGekead pba 
ierae ,tP ze kbv hbGe febsaei dw lswdepd w,stefGet dhsw,oh 
ictdbapem seteadkeadm tcfeapem ws tefnFsefcbapem Jhcfe uet,t febit 
,t dwJbsi ds,dhm nwsocGeaettm sepwapcfcbdcwam bai ds,tdP

ywffwJcao uet,t caGwfGet bffwJcao qck dw sethble twke wn dhe 
ieracdcwat gv Jhcph Je hbGe geea fcGcaoP

Thct .cai wn nwskbdcwa pba db.e vebstP ze kbv t,sseaies twkeF
dhcao dw uet,t bai fbdes ictpwGes bawdhes fbves geaebdh cdP - aeJ 
tebtwa pba e'lwte cklbdceape Je dhw,ohd Je hbi wGespwke ws 
seGebf hwJ k,ph w,s ds,td tdcff ieleait wa pcsp,ktdbapetP

1bd,se ictpclfet ,aiestdbai dhbd dhe fettwa pwadca,etP

Sebst wn nwffwJcao uet,t thw,fi kb.e ,t kwse debphbgfem awd 
fettP The fwaoes Je Jbf. Jcdh Ihsctdm dhe kwse Je geoca dw ,aF
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iestdbai dhbd qct phbsbpdes pbaawd ge sei,pei dw b neJ fettwat 
kbtdesei ebsfv ca nbcdhP

The fwaoes Je Jbf. Jcdh uet,tm dhe kwse Je ictpwGes dhe ieldh 
wn qct fwGem dhe Jctiwk wn qct Jwsitm dhe nseeiwk nw,ai ca 
wgeiceape dw dhe ybdhesm bai dhe pwklbttcwa Jcdh Jhcph qe 
teet lewlfeP qct phbsbpdes pbaawd ge e'hb,tdei gv b neJ fettwat 
febsaei ebsfv ca nbcdhP These ct bfJbvt kwse wn Ihsctd nws dhe 
ictpclfe dw .awJ bai kwse wn w,s fcGet nws qck dw nwskP

Ab,f pwadca,ei l,st,cao dhct eGea bndes vebst wn kcactdsvP qe 
tlw.e wn Jbadcao dw .awJ Ihsctd kwse ieelfvP qct kbd,scdv ici 
awd lswi,pe dhe gefcen dhbd he hbi kwGei gevwai ieleaieape 
wa uet,tP

”d ieeleaei hct ietcse nws qckP

Thbd ct b hebfdhv lcpd,se wn ictpclfethclP

ze iw awd osbi,bde nswk uet,tP

ze sekbca qct td,ieadtP

Thct iwet awd keba Je aeGes gepwke pblbgfe wn debphcao wdhF
estP The rstd ictpclfet eGead,bffv gepbke blwtdfetm febiestm JcdF
aettetm bai lewlfe Jhw heflei nwsk dhe Ih,sphP Thev db,ohd 
gepb,te uet,t hbi rstd db,ohd dhekP

Thev pw,fi hefl wdhest nwffwJ gepb,te dhev Jese tdcff nwffwJest 
dhektefGetP

Thbd lbddesa Jcff gepwke cklwsdbad fbdes Jhea Je dbf. bgw,d 
kb.cao ictpclfetP ze pbaawd nbcdhn,ffv selswi,pe b fcne Je hbGe 
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tdwllei fcGcaoP The kwtd cklwsdbad dhcao Je gscao cadw dhe 
nwskbdcwa wn bawdhes lestwa ct b fcne dhbd ct tdcff gecao nwskei 
gv uet,tP

yws awJm dhe caGcdbdcwa ct dw sekbca debphbgfeP Abv bddeadcwa 
dw dhe Jwsit bai fcne wn uet,tP Hscao vw,s bpd,bf fcne cadw qct 
lseteapem lsbpdcpe Jhbd qe debphetm bai bffwJ qck dw pwssepd 
Jhbd aeeit pwssepdcwa bai tdseaodhea Jhbd ct Jeb.P

Fctpclfet bse nwskei gv pwadca,cao dw febsa nswk dhe TebphesP

The rstd ictpclfet geoba getcie dhe tebm g,d nwffwJcao twwa 
gepbke b fcne wn febsacaoP RGesv swbim kebfm 4,etdcwam kctdb.em 
kcsbpfem tdwskm bai 4,ced kwkead Jcdh uet,t gepbke lbsd wn 
dhecs nwskbdcwaP Thev Jese tfwJfv gepwkcao fc.e dhecs Tebphes 
gepb,te dhev sekbcaei aebs eaw,oh dw ge db,ohdP

The tbke ct ds,e nws ,tP -t Je febsa dhe Jbv wn uet,tm Je eGeaF
d,bffv ictpwGes lfbpet Jhese qct Jbv pwanswadt w,s wJaP &wke 
ietcset Jcff aeei dw ge sewsieseim twke lfbat lfbpei cadw qct 
hbaitm bai twke lbsdt wn fcne gsw,ohd kwse n,ffv ,aies qct 
febiesthclP

Eebsacao nswk uet,t eGead,bffv febit ,t dw t,sseaiesP

Thbd ct Jhese dhe zbv febit ae'dP



Chapter Three

The Way of 
Surrender

Learning from Jesus eventually brings us to places where His 
way confronts our own. The longer we walk with Him, the 
more clearly we see the habits, desires, assumptions, and plans 
that have been shaping us. Discipleship becomes personal when 
Jesus begins asking us to trust Him in the places we would rather 
keep under our own control.

Jesus speaks directly about this:

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow me.”

Luke chapter 9, verse 23.

Those words were spoken to people who had already seen His 
power and heard His teaching. They had watched Jesus heal the 
sick, feed crowds, cast out demons, and announce the kingdom 
of God. Peter had just confessed that Jesus was the Christ.
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Then Jesus began speaking about the cross.

The disciples expected the Messiah to bring victory, but they 
did not yet understand the kind of victory Jesus had come to 
accomplish. They imagined a kingdom that would overturn the 
powers around them. Jesus began teaching them about su-erO
ing, rejection, death, and resurrection.

Peter resisted because the road Jesus described did not Ft the 
kind of Messiah he expected. He wanted Jesus, but he strugO
gled with the path Jesus said He must walk. That tension still 
appears in discipleship whenever we want the gifts of Christ 
while resisting the places where His leadership challenges our 
expectations.

We can want the peace of Jesus while still holding tightly to conO
trol. We can want forgiveness while protecting patterns, plans, 
desires, or priorities that feel safer in our own hands. We can 
believe Jesus is good and still struggle when His way asks us to 
release something we value deeply.

This is where surrender begins.

Surrender is the willingness to place the whole life under the 
leadership of Jesus. It means trusting His authority over our 
plans, desires, relationships, resources, and future. That trust 
becomes most visible when His way di-ers from the one we 
would naturally choose for ourselves.

Jesus describes this as denying ourselves.
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To deny ourselves is to stop treating the self as the highest auO
thority. Rur desires, emotions, hopes, and needs still matter, but 
they no longer determine what is ultimately true or faithful. 
They are brought honestly before Jesus and placed under His 
leadership.

Sin has trained us to place ourselves at the center. We ask what 
we want, what protects us, what makes us comfortable, and 
what helps us maintain control. Even good desires can become 
ruling desires when we believe we cannot be at peace unless they 
are fulFlled on our terms.

Jesus calls us out of that center.

He shows us another way.

In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed:

“zot my will, but yours, be done.”

Luke chapter 22, verse 42.

Jesus prayed those words in anguish. He did not minimi6e what 
obedience would cost or pretend the road ahead was easy. He 
brought His desire honestly before the Nather and still entrusted 
Himself to the Nather8s will.

That is surrender.

Jesus does not teach surrender only with words. He embodies 
it.
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Throughout His life, He lived in complete trust toward the 
Nather. He did not build His ministry around protecting His 
comfort, securing approval, or avoiding diqculty. He continuO
ally chose the Nather8s will because He knew the Nather8s heart.

Paul later described the life of Jesus this way:

“He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.”

Philippians chapter 2, verse ".

The cross reveals how far Jesus8 obedience went. He gave HimO
self fully, even when obedience carried su-ering. His surrender 
was not passive resignation. It was active trust in the Nather and 
love for the people He came to save.

This matters because Christian surrender is always a response to 
the Rne who Frst gave Himself for us. Jesus does not stand at a 
safe distance asking His followers to make sacriFces He knows 
nothing about. He walked the road of obedience before calling 
us to follow Him on it.

We trust the Rne who gave Himself for us.

That does not make surrender easy.

There are places in every life where control feels safer than trust. 
Some people hold tightly to money because it represents secuO
rity. Rthers hold tightly to reputation because being respected 
has become part of how they understand their worth.
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Many of the things we hold tightly are not wrong in themselves. 
Career, relationships, Fnancial stability, and plans for the future 
can all be good gifts. The deeper 0uestion is whether a good 
thing has become something we cannot imagine placing into 
the hands of Jesus.

That is often where the heart is revealed.

Jesus once met a man who appeared eager to follow the path 
toward eternal life. He had lived carefully and wanted to know 
what still remained. Mark tells us that Jesus looked at him and 
loved him.

Then Jesus touched the place where the man8s trust and alleO
giance were divided. His wealth had become more than someO
thing he possessed. It had become something he could not reO
lease when Jesus called him forward.

The man walked away sorrowful.

His story reminds us that it is possible to come near Jesus and 
still resist His leadership. The issue was not simply that he had 
possessions. The deeper problem was that when Jesus called 
him to trust Him more than what he owned, he could not let 
go.

Surrender opens our hands.

Sometimes Jesus asks us to release something completely. At 
other times, He asks us to hold something di-erently. The isO
sue is not always whether something remains in our lives, but 
whether it remains under His leadership.
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Surrender may involve releasing the need to be understood, the 
desire to win every argument, a future we have already planned, 
or an ambition that has 0uietly become more important than 
faithfulness. It may involve a relationship we are trying to conO
trol, resentment we refuse to let go of, or a version of ourselves 
we have spent years protecting.

Jesus knows where these places are.

Rften we discover them slowly.

We begin following Him with sincere faith, assuming that most 
of our lives are already aligned with His way. Then a situaO
tion exposes something deeper. A disappointment reveals how 
much peace depended on getting the outcome we wanted, while 
criticism exposes how much identity depended on approval.

A Fnancial setback may reveal where our security has been restO
ing. A conBict may reveal how much we need to be right. A 
season of waiting may uncover how uncomfortable we become 
when God does not move according to our timetable.

These moments can become invitations to deeper trust. Jesus 
does not expose what is ruling us simply to leave us ashamed. 
He reveals what we have been depending on so that those places 
can be brought into His grace and under His leadership.

Surrender is learned through repeated acts of trust.

Jesus spoke of taking up the cross “daily.”
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The word DdailyD matters because surrender is rarely limited 
to a single dramatic moment. There may be decisions that 
change the direction of a life, but much of discipleship is formed 
through ordinary obedience repeated over time.

Most surrender happens through those ordinary decisions. We 
place the day before God, choose truth when dishonesty would 
protect us, forgive when an old wound rises, release the need 
to control another person8s response, and obey when no one is 
watching.

These small acts of trust slowly form a surrendered life.

Luke records another moment when large crowds were followO
ing Jesus. He spoke openly about the cost of discipleship and 
used the picture of someone planning to build a tower. A wise 
builder Frst considers whether there are enough resources to 
Fnish what has been started.

Jesus also spoke of a king considering whether he was prepared 
for the battle ahead.

Then He said:

“Any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot 
be my disciple.”

Luke chapter E4, verse 33.

Jesus was not hiding the cost of following Him.

He told the truth.
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Nollowing Jesus changes the way we understand what has been 
entrusted to us. Rur time, abilities, resources, relationships, and 
future are no longer treated as independent possessions. They 
become gifts received from God and brought under His care 
and direction.

This language can sound severe if we separate it from the charO
acter of Jesus. We are entrusting ourselves to the Rne who 
washed feet, welcomed sinners, carried the cross, and gave HimO
self for His enemies. His authority is good because He is good, 
and the more clearly we know Him, the more surrender beO
comes connected to trust.

We may not understand every direction Jesus gives or know why 
a particular road is diqcult. We may still grieve what obedience 
costs. Trust means we continue walking because we know the 
character of the Rne who leads us.

This is where surrender and freedom begin to meet.

At Frst, surrender can feel like losing control. Yet some of the 
things we cling to most tightly are also the things that keep us 
anxious, afraid, exhausted, or divided inside. Control promises 
security, but it often re0uires us to keep managing outcomes, 
protecting appearances, and carrying responsibility for things 
we were never able to guarantee.

Jesus invites us to release the exhausting work of trying to be 
our own lord. In surrender, we begin learning the di-erence beO
tween faithful responsibility and ultimate control. We do what 
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has been entrusted to us and leave what belongs to God in His 
hands.

This is part of what Jesus means when He calls weary people to 
Himself.

The surrendered life still carries responsibility. It may carry sigO
niFcant responsibility. Yet the disciple no longer has to carry 
ultimate control over what cannot be controlled.

Surrender does not remove planning, work, leadership, or reO
sponsibility. It changes the posture with which we carry them. 
We make plans with open hands, work without asking our work 
to deFne our worth, lead as stewards rather than owners, and 
care about outcomes while remembering that the Fnal outcome 
belongs to God.

This kind of surrender changes the posture of a life.

A surrendered posture changes the way we pray, read Scripture, 
relate to people, and pursue success. Prayer becomes a place 
where we ask God to lead rather than simply bless decisions 
already made. Scripture becomes a word we are willing to obey, 
relationships become places to practice faithful love, and ambiO
tion is brought into 0uestion: whether success makes us more 
faithful to Jesus.

Surrender also changes the way we understand loss.

Surrender does not mean calling every painful thing good or 
assuming every loss was something God speciFcally asked us to 
choose. We live in a broken world where sickness, betrayal, grief, 
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and disappointment are real. Discipleship teaches us to bring 
those losses to Christ and to continue entrusting ourselves to 
Him, even when we do not understand what He is allowing or 
how He will redeem them.

Jesus understands that kind of trust.

He entered su-ering rather than standing at a distance from 
it. He knew betrayal, rejection, physical pain, grief, and abanO
donment. The cross shows us that obedience and su-ering can 
occupy the same road without su-ering having the Fnal word.

Rur su-ering will not always have an explanation we can see.

Naith does not re0uire us to invent one.

The cross reminds us that God can still be trusted even when 
obedience and understanding do not coincide. We can bring 
grief honestly before Him and continue walking even when 
some 0uestions remain unanswered.

Surrender is also deeply connected to repentance.

5epentance means turning from one direction toward another. 
Every time we recogni6e that we have been living by our own 
way rather than the way of Jesus, we are invited to turn again 
toward Him.

5epentance remains part of a disciple8s life because we continue 
to discover places where our way has taken the lead. We bring 
those places into the light, receive grace, and turn again toward 
Jesus.
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Disciples continue repenting because disciples continue learnO
ing.

The closer we walk with Jesus, the more clearly we see where 
His way is still forming ours. This does not mean living under 
constant fear that we have failed. It means remaining responsive 
to the Rne who loves us enough to keep shaping us.

Peter experienced this repeatedly.

Peter8s surrender unfolded over time. He left his nets, but he 
later had to surrender his expectations of the Messiah, his desire 
for greatness, his conFdence in his own courage, and eventually 
his desire to control what the future would hold.

Gy the end of John8s Gospel, Peter had learned that following 
Jesus was not a single dramatic decision made by the sea. It was 
a lifetime of bringing more of himself under the leadership of 
Christ.

After the resurrection, Jesus told Peter that his path would one 
day include su-ering.

Then Jesus said again:

“Nollow me.”

John chapter 2E, verse E9.

The words were the same as they had been years earlier.

Peter was di-erent.
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He had learned that following Jesus meant continuing to trust 
the Rne who called him even when the road ahead could not be 
controlled.

That is the way of surrender.

Surrender does not need to be manufactured. Rften Jesus is 
already showing us where trust is diqcult or where our hands 
are closed. The invitation is to bring that place honestly before 
Him and take the next faithful step He is already making clear.

There may be something clearly sinful that needs to be conO
fessed and left behind. There may be something good that has 
become too central, or something uncertain that you have been 
trying to control. There may simply be an area where Jesus is 
asking for trust before He gives you clarity.

Gring that place to Him.

The goal is not dramatic sacriFce for its own sake.

The goal is faithfulness to Jesus.

Surrender is not the destination of discipleship. It creates room 
for deeper life with Jesus. As our hands open, we discover that 
following Him is sustained by relationship rather than constant 
e-ort to control the journey.

Jesus does not call us merely to lay things down. He calls us to 
remain with Him.

Surrender makes room for abiding.
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That is where the Way leads next.



Chapter Four

Abide in Me

Surrender opens our hands, but an open hand still needs some-
where to rest. Jesus does not call His disciples to release control 
and then leave them to gTure out how to live on their own. He 
calls them closer. fhe liOe we place into His hands becomes a liOe 
we learn to receive Orom Him, and this is where abidinT beTins.

kn the niTht beOore the cross, Jesus Tathered with His disci-
ples. He ynew what was cominT and understood the conOusion, 
TrieO, and Oear thex would soon e“perience. fhe phxsical close-
ness thex had ynown with Him Oor xears was about to chanTe, 
so Jesus Tave them an imaTe thex could carrx into everxthinT 
that was ahead.

I; am the vine” xou are the branches.1

John chapter 5A, verse A.

fhe picture was simple. B branch lives because it remains con-
nected to the vine, receivinT what it cannot produce Oor itselO. 
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NverxthinT the branch needs Oor liOe and OruitOulness 4ows Orom 
the source to which it remains connected.

fhen Jesus saidq

IBbide in me, and ; in xou.1

John chapter 5A, verse W.

fo abide means to remain. Jesus was teachinT His disciples that 
OollowinT Him would rezuire more than rememberinT what He 
had tauTht them. fhex would need to continue livinT in rela-
tionship with Him as the source oO their strenTth, OruitOulness, 
obedience, and endurance.

fhis becomes especiallx important aOter surrender.

jhen we beTin releasinT control, we max assume the ne“t step 
is to wory harder to become the person Jesus wants us to be. 
je trx to become more disciplined, patient, lovinT, praxerOul, 
and OaithOul throuTh stronTer eGort. jithout realiYinT it, spir-
itual Oormation can become another proCect we believe we are 
responsible Oor completinT.

NGort has a place in discipleship. je maye choices, practice 
obedience, and develop rhxthms that help us pax attention to 
Uod. &et Jesus mayes clear that our eGort can never become the 
source oO spiritual liOe. B branch cannot produce liOe apart Orom 
the vine, and neither can a disciple produce the liOe oO 8hrist 
apart Orom 8hrist.

Jesus continuedq
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IBs the branch cannot bear Oruit bx itselO, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can xou, unless xou abide in me.1

John chapter 5A, verse W.

fhat statement reaches into one oO the deepest temptations oO 
spiritual liOe. je can want patience without slowinT down lonT 
enouTh to be with Jesus, wisdom while TivinT little attention 
to His jord, and peace while carrxinT the Outure as thouTh 
everxthinT depends on us. je can even desire to become liye 
8hrist while livinT at a distance Orom Him.

Jesus teaches that spiritual Oruit Trows another wax.

Lemain in 7e.

fhe word remain suTTests somethinT steadx. BbidinT is not a 
dramatic spiritual moment that happens once. ;t is an onToinT 
relationship in which we continuallx return to Jesus, allowinT 
His words, presence, Trace, and Spirit to shape the liOe we are 
livinT.

BbidinT yeeps discipleship relational. jithout it, Oaith can 
slowlx become a collection oO responsibilities where praxer be-
comes another tasy, Scripture another item to complete, ser-
vice another obliTation, and obedience somethinT we attempt 
throuTh determination. fhe activities max still looy spiritual, 
even as the heart Trows tired.

Jesus speays about remaininT beOore He speays about Oruit.

fhat order matters.
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0ruit Trows because the branch lives Orom the vine. ;n the same 
wax, 8hristian character Trows as the disciple receives liOe Orom 
8hrist. Pove, patience, couraTe, Tenerositx, peace, and OaithOul-
ness become increasinTlx visible because Jesus is OorminT some-
thinT deeper within us.

fhe Oruit Jesus describes includes the character He Oorms in us, 
the obedience that Trows Orom love, and a liOe throuTh which 
the 0ather is increasinTlx Tloriged. fhis is more than learninT to 
appear patient, Tenerous, peaceOul, or OaithOul. Jesus is interested 
in what is becominT true within us.

fhe vine Tives liOe to the branch Orom the inside, and Jesus 
Oorms His people in the same wax. He renews the mind, reshapes 
desires, soOtens what has become hard, and strenTthens what 
has become weay. kver time, what He is OorminT within us 
becomes visible in the wax we live.

Jesus saidq

Ijhoever abides in me and ; in him, he it is that bears much 
Oruit.1

John chapter 5A, verse A.

Jesus e“pects Oruit Orom the lives oO His disciples. BbidinT is not 
a passive spiritualitx in which we avoid responsibilitx and wait 
Oor Uod to do everxthinT. B healthx branch bears Oruit because 
liOe is 4owinT throuTh it, and a disciple who remains with Jesus 
will increasinTlx become a person whose liOe re4ects Him.

fhe diGerence is the source.
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je do not create the liOe oO Jesus throuTh pressure. je receive 
His liOe and learn to live Orom it. kur choices matter, but trans-
Oormation beTins with what 8hrist supplies rather than what 
we can manuOacture Oor ourselves.

fhis truth can be di3cult Oor people who are used to measurinT 
liOe bx perOormance. 7uch oO the world trains us to believe that 
value comes throuTh what we produce, accomplish, earn, or 
prove. Nven spiritual Trowth can become another place where 
we yeep score.

je measure how much Scripture we read, how lonT we praxed, 
how consistentlx we served, or how zuicylx we seem to be 
chanTinT. fhose practices matter, but thex were never meant 
to become measurements oO our worth beOore Uod. fhex are 
waxs oO remaininT attentive and responsive to the kne who has 
alreadx brouTht us near.

Jesus calls us branches.

B branch does not become valuable because it produces a cer-
tain amount oO Oruit. ;t belonTs to the vine, receives liOe Orom 
the vine, and bears Oruit Orom that livinT connection. kur rela-
tionship with Jesus beTins with Trace and continues in Trace.

je do not remain near Him so He will gnallx accept us. je 
remain because throuTh 8hrist we have alreadx been brouTht 
near. BbidinT becomes the posture oO someone who has discov-
ered where liOe is Oound and does not want to live disconnected 
Orom its source.
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fhis chanTes the wax we understand spiritual practices.

?raxer becomes a wax oO remaininT aware oO Uod rather than 
provinT that we are serious 8hristians. Scripture becomes a 
place where we hear the voice oO Jesus and allow His words to 
remain in us. jorship becomes a response to who Uod is and a 
wax oO turninT our attention toward Him.

8onOession also becomes part oO abidinT.

jhen we sin, the instinct is oOten to hide. Shame tells us to cre-
ate distance until we have somehow made ourselves presentable 
aTain. &et hidinT moves us awax Orom the relationship where 
Trace and transOormation are Oound.

John later wroteq

I;O we conOess our sins, he is OaithOul and Cust to OorTive us our 
sins and to cleanse us Orom all unriThteousness.1

0irst John chapter 5, verse 6.

8onOession brinTs what is hidden into the liTht. je name what 
is true, receive the OorTiveness 8hrist has secured, and return 
to relationship rather than allowinT Oailure to create distance. 
BbidinT teaches us that when we sin, the direction oO Trace is 
bacy toward Jesus rather than Oarther awax Orom Him.

fhis matters in the ordinarx struTTle with temptation.

femptation oOten becomes stronTer when we are hurried, tired, 
isolated, distracted, or spirituallx disconnected. je become 
more vulnerable when the voice oO Jesus has Trown Oaint be-
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neath other voices that have received more oO our attention. 
jhat captures our attention eventuallx beTins to shape our 
desires and responses.

BbidinT helps reorder that attention. je return to Scripture, 
prax honestlx, remain connected to UodFs people, and slow 
down enouTh to recoTniYe what is happeninT within us. fhese 
rhxthms do not earn UodFs presence. fhex help us become 
attentive to the presence He has alreadx promised.

fhe Uospels show Jesus HimselO livinT in continual com-
munion with the 0ather.  He withdrew to prax as  crowds 
Trew, souTht the 0ather beOore siTnigcant decisions, and praxed 
throuTh moments oO suGerinT. His ministrx 4owed Orom per-
Oect relationship, trust, and obedience to the 0ather.

Jesus described this dependence bx saxinTq

Ifhe Son can do nothinT oO his own accord, but onlx what he 
sees the 0ather doinT.1

John chapter A, verse 56.

Jesus did not move throuTh His earthlx ministrx driven bx everx 
crowd, critic, demand, or opportunitx. He listened to the 0ather 
and remained OaithOul to what the 0ather had Tiven Him to do. 
His disciples had watched that liOe, and now Jesus was teachinT 
them to live with the same posture oO dependence.

fhis becomes di3cult in a hurried liOe.
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Dusxness can create the appearance oO OruitOulness while slowlx 
weayeninT our awareness oO Jesus. je can move Orom responsi-
bilitx to responsibilitx, answer everx messaTe, solve everx prob-
lem, and arrive at the end oO the dax havinT Tiven little attention 
to the kne we sax is leadinT us.

fhe deeper zuestion is oOten how we are carrxinT what has been 
entrusted to us. je can move throuTh the dax with an awareness 
oO Uod, listeninT and receivinT strenTth Orom Him, or we can 
carrx the same responsibilities almost entirelx bx reactinT, usinT 
onlx our remaininT enerTx. BbidinT chanTes the source Orom 
which we live.

fhis does not rezuire withdrawinT Orom ordinarx responsibili-
tx. 7ost disciples are called to lives glled with wory, Oamilx, rela-
tionships, service, and real demands. Jesus teaches us to remain 
with Him while livinT OaithOullx within those places.

Bn ordinarx dax can include openinT Scripture slowlx enouTh 
to listen, pausinT beOore a di3cult conversation to asy Oor wis-
dom, turninT an“ietx into praxer, noticinT reasons Oor Trat-
itude, and conOessinT zuicylx when somethinT Toes wronT. 
BbidinT becomes less about creatinT a sinTle perOect spiritual 
routine and more about cultivatinT a liOe that continuallx re-
turns to 8hrist.

fhere will be seasons when these rhxthms Oeel easier and seasons 
when thex do not. ?raxer max sometimes Oeel alive and clear, 
while at other times the words Oeel simple or di3cult to gnd. 
Scripture max speay with immediate claritx in one season and 
rezuire patient attention in another.



JNSRS 9 fHN jB&2W

BbidinT is not measured bx constant spiritual emotion.

;t is the decision to remain.

fhis matters when suGerinT enters the storx.

Some oO the disciples who heard Jesus speay about the vine 
would soon Oace persecution, opposition, loss, and uncertaintx. 
fhex would need somethinT deeper than a temporarx OeelinT oO 
closeness to Uod. fhex would need a liOe rooted in the OaithOul-
ness oO 8hrist.

fhe same is true when our own lives become di3cult. B di-
aTnosis can chanTe the Outure we e“pected, a relationship can 
breay, a praxer can remain unanswered lonTer than we hoped, 
or TrieO can maye Uod Oeel distant even while we believe He 
is near. BbidinT in those seasons max looy less liye congdence 
and more liye continuinT to turn toward Jesus when we do not 
understand.

;n those seasons, we yeep turninT toward Jesus because we 
ynow where liOe is Oound. je prax even when the words are 
simple, open Scripture because we need truth stronTer than our 
OeelinTs, and remain near other believers who can help carrx 
hope when our own Oaith Oeels tired. BbidinT in di3cult seasons 
becomes a zuiet Oorm oO endurance.

?eter once Tave words to this dependence when manx others 
stopped OollowinT Jesus.

IPord, to whom shall we ToH &ou have the words oO eternal liOe.1
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John chapter 2, verse 2F.

?eter did not understand everxthinT Jesus was saxinT. fhe road 
had become di3cult, and people around him were leavinT. &et 
?eter had come to ynow enouTh about Jesus to understand that 
walyinT awax Orom Him would also mean walyinT awax Orom 
the source oO liOe.

fhat is the heart oO abidinT.

fhe writer oO Hebrews later told believersq

IPet us hold Oast the conOession oO our hope without waverinT, 
Oor he who promised is OaithOul.1

Hebrews chapter 5', verse VG.

fhe Ooundation is His OaithOulness. kur Trip max Oeel stronT 
or weay at times, our emotions max chanTe, our circumstances 
max shiOt, and our understandinT max remain incomplete. fhe 
character oO Jesus remains steadx.

BbidinT means returninT to that realitx.

Jesus also connects abidinT with His words.

I;O xou abide in me, and mx words abide in xou.1

John chapter 5A, verse :.

je cannot separate remaininT in Jesus Orom receivinT what He 
saxs. His words shape our understandinT oO Uod, ourselves, 
other people, and the liOe we have been Tiven. fhex correct the 
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stories we tell ourselves and e“pose belieOs that have been zuietlx 
directinT us.

kur OeelinTs will sometimes tell stories that contradict the 
words oO Jesus. 0ear max tell us we are alone, shame max tell us 
to hide, an“ietx max convince us that everxthinT depends on our 
control, and resentment max tell us OorTiveness is impossible. Bs 
the words oO Jesus remain in us, His truth beTins to correct those 
stories and shape how we interpret what is happeninT around 
us.

fhis is whx Scripture cannot become an occasional source oO 
inspiration Oor the disciple. je need the words oO Jesus to dwell 
deeplx within us when decisions are di3cult, temptation is 
stronT, circumstances are conOusinT, or another voice sounds 
more convincinT. BbidinT in His jord Tives truth time to Oorm 
us.

Jesus also connects abidinT with obedience.

I;O xou yeep mx commandments, xou will abide in mx love.1

John chapter 5A, verse 5'.

kbedience does not purchase the love oO Jesus. ;t is one oO the 
waxs in which the relationship with Him becomes visible. Bs 
we ynow Him and trust Him, His words beTin movinT Orom 
somethinT we hear into somethinT we practice.

kbedience also deepens our e“perience oO relationship with 
Jesus. je discover His OaithOulness bx walyinT where He leads, 
learn the wisdom oO OorTiveness bx practicinT it, and e“perience 
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the Oreedom oO Tenerositx bx openinT our hands. fruth moves 
Orom somethinT we understand into somethinT we have beTun 
to live.

fhis does not mean we will obex perOectlx.

fhere will still be moments when Oear wins, desire pulls us 
elsewhere, or old habits return. jhen we Oail, abidinT Tives 
us somewhere to return. je come bacy to Jesus, where Trace 
receives us, truth corrects us, and the Spirit continues His wory.

fhis is how a liOe with 8hrist can taye sin seriouslx without 
allowinT Oailure to drive us awax Orom Him. Urace yeeps us 
near enouTh to repent, receive OorTiveness, and continue beinT 
chanTed. fhe branch remains connected to the source oO liOe 
even as Trowth continues.

Jesus also speays about pruninT.

INverx branch that does bear Oruit he prunes, that it max bear 
more Oruit.1

John chapter 5A, verse V.

B Tardener cuts bacy even livinT Trowth so the branch can 
become healthier and more OruitOul. ;n the same wax, UodFs 
Oormative wory max involve removinT what is sinOul and simpli-
OxinT what is not wronT but has become distractinT, e“cessive, 
or poorlx ordered.

Uod max simpliOx a liOe He is deepeninT bx e“posinT habits that 
yeep us hurried, redirectinT priorities, or asyinT us to release 
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opportunities that appear Tood but pull us awax Orom what 
He has actuallx entrusted to us. ?runinT can be uncomOortable 
because healthx Trowth sometimes rezuires lettinT To.

fhe surrendered liOe prepares us Oor this. kpen hands maye it 
easier to receive both what Jesus Tives and what He asys us to 
release. je beTin to trust that the Uardener is not careless with 
the branches He loves.

fhe Toal oO pruninT is Oruit.

Jesus is OorminT lives that increasinTlx re4ect His character and 
carrx His love into the world. fhat Oruit will not alwaxs be 
dramatic or easilx measured. kOten it appears throuTh ordinarx 
chanTes that become visible over time.

Someone becomes slower to anTer, more willinT to tell the 
truth, more present with Oamilx, or more patient in leadership. 
B wounded person beTins OorTivinT, a OearOul person learns to 
trust, and a busx person becomes more available to the people 
Uod places in Oront oO them. Iiewed one moment at a time, 
these chanTes can seem small.

kver xears, thex become a liOe.

fhis is whx abidinT cannot be rushed.

0ruit Trows.

fhe wory oO Uod in us oOten unOolds more slowlx than we 
would choose. je max want an old struTTle Tone immediatelx 
or a new habit Oormed zuicylx. je max become discouraTed 
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when transOormation comes throuTh months and xears rather 
than daxs.

Jesus uses the imaTe oO a livinT plant Oor a reason. Healthx 
Trowth tayes time, and the branch cannot Oorce the process. kur 
responsibilitx is to remain with 8hrist, respond to His Spirit, 
receive His jord, and obex what He places beOore us.

He does the deeper wory.

fhere is Oreedom in that because we do not have to become 
impressive disciples. je are called to become OaithOul ones. Bn-
other personFs season, TiOts, callinT, or visible Oruit does not 
determine whether 8hrist is OaithOullx at wory in us.

fhe zuestion is whether we are remaininT with Him. Bre His 
words gndinT a home within usH Bre we becominT more re-
sponsive to His leadership, and is His liOe becominT increasinTlx 
visible throuTh oursH

fhese zuestions brinT us bacy to relationship.

Bt the heart oO abidinT is a simple truthq stax close to the source. 
0ruit Trows as we remain near 8hrist, receive His jord, respond 
to His Spirit, and learn obedience over time. fhe 8hristian liOe 
cannot be sustained at a distance Orom Jesus.

Jesus ends this part oO His teachinT with another promiseq

Ifhese thinTs ; have spoyen to xou, that mx Cox max be in xou, 
and that xour Cox max be Oull.1

John chapter 5A, verse 55.
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BbidinT is not merelx how disciples endure or become OruitOul. 
Jesus wants His own Cox to be present in them, a Cox rooted 
in relationship with Him rather than Oavorable circumstances. 
fhe liOe oO the vine is a liOe in which obedience, love, OruitOulness, 
and Cox remain connected.

fhis is the liOe Jesus oGers.

fhere will be daxs when remaininT includes lonT praxer and 
clear direction. kther daxs max involve openinT Scripture while 
tired, whisperinT a simple praxer, conOessinT zuicylx, or choos-
inT one act oO obedience when the larTer road remains uncer-
tain. Doth can be abidinT because the strenTth oO the branch is 
Oound in its connection to the vine, not in the drama oO the dax.

je do not have to manuOacture spiritual liOe. je need Jesus, 
and as we remain with Him, His words beTin shapinT us more 
deeplx. je learn to recoTniYe His voice, receive His truth, and 
put what He saxs into practice.

BbidinT prepares us to hear, and hearinT Jesus leads toward 
obedience.

fhat is where the jax leads ne“t.



Chapter Five

Hear and Obey

Abiding keeps us near Jesus, and life near Him begins shaping 
the way we live. His words do more than comfort us or give 
us something to consider. They reveal what is true, correct the 
ways we have learned to think, and show us how to walk. Re-
maining with Jesus eventually requires responding to what He 
says.

Jesus made this clear at the end of the Sermon on the Mount. 
He had taught about anger, lust, prayer, forgiveness, generosity, 
worry, judgment, loving enemies, and seeking the kingdom of 
God. Then He closed with a picture that brought everything 
He had said toward a decision.

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them 
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”

Matthew chapter 7, verse 24.

Jesus described two builders, and both of them heard His 
words. The wise builder built on rock, and when rain fell, Uoods 
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came, and winds struck the house, it remained standing because 
its foundation held. The foolish builder also heard, but he built 
on sand, and when the same storm came, the house fell.

The di:erence was not who heard Jesus.

The di:erence was how they responded to what they heard.

Noth builders received the words, but only one allowed those 
words to determine how he built. This is the movement from 
hearing to obedience. Abiding keeps us near enough to receive 
the words of Jesus, and obedience allows those words to begin 
shaping the life we are actually building.

Jesus was teaching that His words are meant to become the 
foundation of a life. Hearing matters because we cannot follow 
words we have never received. Bet hearing alone does not form 
the kind of disciple Jesus describes.

Ye hear so that we can obey.

Ye can understand the teaching of Jesus without allowing it 
to govern us. Ye can agree that forgiveness matters while pro-
tecting resentment, believe generosity is good while keeping our 
hands closed, and speak about trusting God while allowing fear 
to direct our decisions. Niblical knowledge matters, but disci-
pleship asks whether what we know is becoming part of the way 
we live.

James later wroteD
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“Nut be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves.”

James chapter ', verse 22.

James uses the image of someone looking into a mirror, then 
walking away, quickly forgetting what was seen. The mirror 
shows what is there, but seeing produces little change if the 
person immediately turns away. xn the same way, truth can be 
received clearly and still leave the life unchanged when there is 
no response.

GodCs Yord reveals what is true about Him and about us. xt 
ePposes sin, corrects false thinking, gives wisdom, reminds us 
of grace, and shows us the way of 6hrist. The problem James 
identi5es is not that the hearer failed to encounter truth. The 
problem is that what was seen produced no lasting response.

1ur instincts have been formed by many inUuences, including 
family, culture, ePperience, pain, desire, and repeated habits. 
Some of what we have learned may be wise, while other patterns 
simply feel natural because we have practiced them for years. 
The words of Jesus give us a standard outside ourselves by which 
those instincts can be tested and, when necessary, changed.

Ye may believe we have every right to remain angry, and Jesus 
teaches us about forgiveness. Ye may have learned to measure 
our worth through possessions, success, or recognition, and 
Jesus tells us to seek 5rst the kingdom of God. Ye may want to 
return hurt for hurt, and Jesus tells us to love our enemies and 
pray for those who persecute us.
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His words reveal another way.

This is why Scripture cannot merely con5rm what we already 
want to believe. xf we receive only the parts that agree with us, we 
are not allowing Jesus to teach us. Ye are asking Him to support 
a life we have already decided to live.

Faul wroteD

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and pro5table for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteous-
ness.”

Second Timothy chapter I, verse '9.

Scripture teaches because we need to know what is true, corrects 
because our understanding can be wrong, and trains because 
a faithful life develops through repeated practice. Receiving 
Scripture therefore requires humility. Ye come willing not only 
to learn something new but also to have our thinking and living 
brought into greater agreement with God.

Ye bring our questions honestly to Scripture, but we also allow 
Scripture to question us. Ye ask what God has actually said 
before deciding what we wish He had said. Then we allow His 
truth to reshape conclusions, priorities, and patterns we may 
have carried for a long time.

Jesus Himself lived with complete con5dence in the Yord of 
God.
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Yhen He was tempted in the wilderness, He answered temp-
tation with Scripture. He did not treat GodCs Yord as a collec-
tion of inspirational sayings to use when convenient. He lived 
under its truth and remained obedient to the zather even when 
another path appeared easier.

Yhen Satan tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread, Jesus 
answeredD

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.”

Matthew chapter 4, verse 4.

Jesus was physically hungry, yet He refused to allow immediate 
desire to determine obedience. The Yord of the zather carried 
greater authority than the pressure of the moment. His hunger 
was real, but it did not become His master.

Ye face that tension in ordinary ways throughout our lives. A 
feeling can be real without being a faithful guide, a desire can be 
strong without being good, and an opportunity can appear at-
tractive without being where Jesus is leading. Scripture gives us 
something steadier than the changing pressures of the moment.

The psalmist described it this wayD

“Bour word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

Fsalm ''8, verse '?0.
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A lamp does not necessarily reveal the entire road. xt gives light 
for the steps immediately ahead. GodCs Yord often works that 
way in the life of a disciple.

Ye often want clarity about everything ahead, while Scripture 
shows us how to walk faithfully in what is already before us. 
GodCs Yord may not reveal every future detail, but it gives light 
for present obedience. 1ften the nePt step is not hidden. xt is 
found in something Jesus has already made clear.

This does not mean Scripture gives a direct answer to every 
individual decision. xt may not tell us which job to accept, 
where to live, or ePactly how every conversation should unfold. 
xnstead, Scripture forms the kind of person who can make those 
decisions with wisdom, honesty, humility, courage, purity, gen-
erosity, mercy, and love.

The more deeply GodCs Yord shapes us, the more faithfully 
we can respond when there is no simple verse that answers the 
entire question. Scripture gives boundaries, priorities, and a 
vision of GodCs character that help us discern what is wise. xt 
trains us to make decisions as people who are learning the way 
of Jesus.

Jesus also described His followers in terms of hearing.

“My sheep hear my voice, and x know them, and they follow 
me.”

John chapter '?, verse 27.
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The image brings us back to relationship. Jesus knows His 
sheep, His sheep learn His voice, and then they follow. Hearing 
Jesus is therefore not separated from knowing Him.

The primary place we learn the voice and way of Jesus is Scrip-
ture. The Spirit may guide, convict, remind, and lead, but He 
does not lead us away from the truth God has already given. The 
more deeply Scripture forms us, the better prepared we are to 
recogniKe what is consistent with the character and teaching of 
6hrist.

This gives us an important safeguard.

Strong feelings, persistent thoughts, and open opportunities 
should not automatically be treated as direction from God. 
Ye are capable of confusing desire, fear, pressure, impulse, and 
personal preference with His leading. Yhatever guidance we 
believe we are receiving must remain consistent with Scripture 
and with the character of Jesus.

God will not lead us toward dishonesty in the name of a good 
result, nurture bitterness while commanding forgiveness, rede-
5ne as freedom what His Yord identi5es as sin, or cultivate 
pride while forming us in the humility of 6hrist. His leading 
will remain consistent with His revealed truth.

This does not remove every di‘cult question. There will still 
be situations that require prayer, patience, discernment, and 
wisdom. Bet the disciple has a foundation from which to listen.
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Trusted believers can also help us recogniKe places where desire 
or fear may be shaping the way we interpret Scripture. The 
6hurch does not replace the authority of GodCs Yord, but 
mature 6hristians can help one another hear it honestly and re-
spond faithfully. Ye were never meant to discern every di‘cult 
question in isolation.

zor now, the central question is simpler.

Yhat are we doing with what Jesus has already said’

xt is possible to spend years around Scripture without allowing 
Scripture to form us. Ye can listen to sermons, read books, 
complete Nible studies, memoriKe verses, and know the lan-
guage of 6hristianity while continuing to resist the places where 
Jesus is asking for obedience.

;nowledge can even become a way of keeping Jesus at a safe 
distance. Ye continue learning about Him without allowing 
what we learn to reach the parts of life we would rather protect. 
Jesus warned against separating religious language from actual 
obedience.

“Yhy do you call me HIord, Iord,J and not do what x tell you’”

Iuke chapter 9, verse 49.

The question reaches beneath religious language to the reality 
of lordship. 6alling Jesus Iord means His authority reaches 
the way we actually live. Yhen His words consistently carry 
less authority than our desires, fears, preferences, or culture, 
something else is still functioning as lord.



HEAR AO3 1NEB 78

This does not mean disciples obey perfectly.

The 5rst disciples themselves obeyed imperfectly. They mis-
understood, hesitated, acted from fear, and sometimes failed 
even after hearing Jesus clearly. Bet He continued to teach them, 
correct them, restore them, and call them forward.

1bedience grows within grace.

Grace does not remove obedience from the 6hristian life. Grace 
brings us into a relationship with 6hrist, and from that rela-
tionship we begin to learn to trust His words enough to act on 
them. 1bedience becomes the response of a disciple who knows 
the 1ne giving the command is good.

Jesus connected obedience with love when He saidD

“xf you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

John chapter '4, verse '0.

Jesus connects obedience with love because love for Him can-
not remain only emotional or verbal. As we come to know 
His goodness, love learns to listen, trust, and respond. His love 
comes 5rst, and our obedience becomes one ePpression of a life 
that is learning to love Him in return.

This changes the posture of obedience.

Ye are not trying to discover the smallest amount of obedience 
required to remain close to Jesus. Ye begin by wanting more 
of our lives to align with Him because we trust His heart and 
believe His way is good.
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1bedience becomes visible in ordinary places. A husband hears 
Jesus teach about serving and realiKes that love must become 
visible at home. A business owner reads about honesty and un-
derstands that discipleship reaches decisions no customer may 
ever discover. A person carrying resentment hears Jesus teach 
about forgiveness and begins taking the 5rst steps toward letting 
go of the desire for revenge.

A parentCs tone with a child, a friendCs willingness to make a 
di‘cult phone call, the way money is handled, and the truth 
spoken when dishonesty would be easier can all become places 
of obedience. These decisions may seem small, but they are 
where the way of Jesus becomes an actual way of life.

Ye may ask God for a dramatic calling while overlooking simple 
acts of faithfulness already before us. Much of discipleship is 
built through ordinary obedience, as repeated choices begin 
to shape the direction of a life. Yhat appears small today can 
become part of the foundation from which we respond when 
greater pressure eventually comes.

Jesus saidD

“1ne who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much.”

Iuke chapter '9, verse '?.

Small obedience matters because it trains trust. Every time we 
hear Jesus and respond, obedience becomes more practiced. 
Yhen we repeatedly ignore what we already know, resistance 
can become practiced too.
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This brings us back to the builders.

The wise builder established a foundation before the storm 
arrived. xts strength became visible when the weather changed. 
xn the same way, habits of prayer, truth, forgiveness, generosity, 
and faithfulness begin shaping us before the moment comes 
when those convictions are tested.

Jesus does not teach that storms come only to people who have 
failed to obey. Noth houses faced wind and rain. The di:erence 
was not whether di‘culty came, but what had been built un-
derneath the life before it arrived.

zollowing Jesus does not remove storms. xt teaches us where to 
build.

There will be times when obedience costs something. Telling 
the truth may bring consequencesK forgiveness may require let-
ting go of the desire to make someone payK purity may require 
walking away from something deeply desiredK and generosity 
may ask us to trust God with resources we would rather protect. 
zaithfulness can sometimes look foolish to people building on 
a di:erent foundation.

This is why obedience and surrender remain connected.

Ye cannot obey Jesus only when His way agrees with ours. 
At some point, every disciple encounters a word from 6hrist 
that reaches into preference, fear, comfort, ambition, or desire. 
Those moments reveal whether we trust the 1ne who is leading.
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Feter faced a moment like that early in his relationship with 
Jesus.

He and the other 5shermen had worked through the night 
without catching anything. Yhen Jesus told Feter to lower the 
nets again, Feter had plenty of ePperience telling him that an-
other attempt would accomplish nothing.

Feter answeredD

“Nut at your word x will let down the nets.”

Iuke chapter 0, verse 0.

FeterCs response captures something important about obedi-
ence. The instruction did not make sense in light of his ePpe-
rience, but the word of Jesus carried greater weight. “At your 
word” is the posture of a disciple who has learned that trust 
sometimes comes before complete understanding.

There will be times when the wisdom of Jesus is immediately 
clear to us. At other times, understanding may deepen after 
obedience. Ye take the faithful step because we trust Him, and 
along the way we begin seeing more clearly why His way leads 
toward life.

This does not mean abandoning wisdom, careful thought, or 
discernment. Niblical obedience is not unquestioning allegiance 
to every impression we have or every person who claims to speak 
for God. xt is a thoughtful and trusting response to Jesus as He 
is revealed in Scripture, increasingly shaped by truth, wisdom, 
and a life close to Him.
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There will also be times when we recogniKe that we have heard 
but not obeyed.

Yhen that happens, Jesus does not invite us to remain trapped 
in shame. He calls us to repentance and renewed obedience. 
BesterdayCs failure does not require us to stop listening today.

James calls hearers to become doers.

Ye can begin again.

There may already be something in Scripture that Jesus has 
made clear to us and that we have delayed putting into practice. 
The issue may involve forgiveness, honesty, generosity, purity, 
reconciliation, confession, service, or another pattern that we 
know needs to change. Ye do not need to seek a more dramatic 
command before responding to the truth already before us.

The life of a disciple is built this way. Ye remain near Jesus, 
receive His words, trust the 1ne who speaks, and allow His 
truth to become practice. 1ver time, obedience moves from 
isolated decisions toward a life increasingly shaped by the way 
of 6hrist.

The wise builder heard the words of Jesus and built on them. 
The storms still came, but the foundation held. Jesus is forming 
that kind of life in His disciplesD a life that listens carefully, 
receives truth humbly, and responds faithfully.

Bet Jesus never intended His followers to live that life through 
determination alone. The 1ne who gives the command also 
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gives His people the Spirit, who teaches, reminds, convicts, 
strengthens, and forms the character of 6hrist within them.

1bedience reveals how deeply we need His power.

That is where the Yay leads nePt.



Chapter Six

Walk by the Spirit

Jesus calls His disciples to hear His words and obey them, but 
He never intended obedience to be carried by human determi-
nation alone. The life He describes cannot be produced through 
discipline, good intentions, or stronger eOort. The kne who 
commands us to follow also gives us the help we need to walq 
in His way.

Jesus qnew His disciples would need that help.

kn the night before the cross, He told them that His physi-
cal presence with them was about to change. They had spent 
years walqing beside Him, listening to His teaching, watching 
His life, and bringing their :uestions to Him. The thought of 
continuing without Jesus standing beside them must have been 
di“cult to imagine.

Jesus told themA

IFnd ” will asq the Eather, and he will give you another Helper, 
to be with you forever.S
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John chapter G', verse G4.

Jesus was speaqing about the Holy &pirit.

The Holy &pirit is not an impersonal force, spiritual energy, or 
religious feeling. He is xod, present with and within His people. 
He teaches, reminds, convicts, comforts, strengthens, and leads 
as He continues xod2s worq of forming the people of Jesus.

Jesus eCplainedA

IThe Helper, the Holy &pirit, whom the Eather will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remem-
brance all that ” have said to you.S

John chapter G', verse L4.

Through the Holy &pirit, xod would dwell within His people 
and continue the worq Jesus had promised to accomplish in 
them. The disciples would need His words brought bacq to 
them, His truth made clear, and xod2s strength at worq within 
them. They would need help becoming the people Jesus had 
called them to be.

&o do we.

The Holy &pirit is not an optional part of the Khristian life 
or something reserved for unusually spiritual Khristians. The 
&pirit teaches, reminds, convicts, comforts, strengthens, and 
leads xod2s people as He forms them into the liqeness of Khrist. 
The Khristian life is therefore more than trying to imitate Jesus 
from a distance. xod is at worq within His people, enabling 
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them to trust Khrist, resist sin, obey His words, and increasingly 
reject His character.

This is why 7aul could writeA

I8alq by the &pirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
jesh.S

xalatians chapter 3, verse G4.

7aul deliberately uses the language of walqing. 8alqing suggests 
movement, direction, and a life lived one step at a time, which 
9ts the picture of the 8ay we have been developing throughout 
this booq. 8alqing by the &pirit is not an occasional spiritual 
eCperience. ”t is a daily life increasingly brought under His di-
rection.

To understand what 7aul means, we also need to understand 
what he calls Ithe jesh.S

8hen 7aul speaqs about the jesh, he is not teaching that the 
physical body is evil. He is describing human life operating apart 
from submission to xod, including the desires and patterns that 
pull us toward self-rule and sin. The jesh is the old way of living 
with ourselves at the center.

The jesh wants life on its own terms. ”t resists surrender, pro-
tects pride, eCcuses sin, and seeqs satisfaction without bringing 
desire under xod2s leadership. ”t is the self-directed pattern of 
life that discipleship continually brings under the rule of Jesus.

7aul says there is a conjict taqing place within usA
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IEor the desires of the jesh are against the &pirit, and the desires 
of the &pirit are against the jesh.S

xalatians chapter 3, verse Gz.

Uvery follower of Jesus eventually recogni0es this tension. 8e 
can sincerely love Khrist and still eCperience desires that pull 
another direction. 8e can qnow what &cripture teaches and still 
feel anger, envy, lust, pride, greed, fear, sel9shness, or resent-
ment rising within us.

UCperiencing that conjict does not mean the &pirit is absent. 
”n many cases, the struggle becomes clearer as the &pirit eCposes 
desires and patterns that once went un:uestioned. He awaqens 
new desires, brings conviction, and gives us strength to respond 
diOerently.

His worq reaches beneath behavior into the heart from which 
behavior grows.

7aul describes the result as fruitA

IThe fruit of the &pirit is love, Doy, peace, patience, qindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.S

xalatians chapter 3, verses LL and LB.

7aul2s word IfruitS connects naturally with Jesus2 teaching 
about the vine and branches. Eruit grows because life is present 
within the branch, not because something has been attached 
from the outside. ”n the same way, the &pirit forms the char-
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acter of Jesus within His people until that inner worq becomes 
increasingly visible in the way they live.

Bove begins reaching places where sel9shness once ruled. 7a-
tience develops where frustration once controlled our response. 
xentleness becomes possible where harshness felt natural, and 
self-control grows where desire once seemed impossible to re-
sist.

This growth may be gradual, but it is real. F person may notice 
that something which once produced immediate anger is be-
ginning to receive a diOerent response. &omeone may recogni0e 
conviction sooner, apologi0e more :uicqly, listen more patient-
ly, or turn toward xod earlier when anCiety rises.

8e participate through obedience, repentance, attention, and 
faithful choices, yet we do not manufacture the fruit ourselves. 
The &pirit supplies the life from which transformation grows.

8e can maqe two opposite mistaqes here. kne is believing spiri-
tual maturity depends entirely on our eOort, leaving us eChaust-
ed by attempts to manage ourselves through willpower. The 
other is becoming passive, asqing the &pirit to change patterns 
while continuing to feed the desires and habits that strengthen 
them.

8alqing by the &pirit avoids both errors because dependence on 
xod and responsive obedience belong together.

The &pirit gives strength as we taqe the faithful step, brings 
conviction that leads us toward repentance, and reminds us of 
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truth so that truth can become practice. His worq does not 
remove our response. ”t maqes faithful response possible.

7aul describes this posture againA

I”f we live by the &pirit, let us also qeep in step with the &pirit.S

xalatians chapter 3, verse L3.

Peeping in step suggests attentive responsiveness. 8e do not 
try to build the Khristian life ahead of xod through our own 
strength, nor do we qnowingly resist what He has already made 
clear. 8e learn to walq with Him, responding to truth as the 
&pirit forms our desires and directs our lives toward Jesus.

7art of that worq is conviction.

Jesus told His disciples that the &pirit would convict concerning 
sin, righteousness, and Dudgment. The &pirit brings sin into 
the light because xod loves us too much to leave destructive 
patterns hidden. His conviction allows us to see where our lives 
are moving away from the way of Jesus and calls us to turn.

Konviction must be understood within grace.

7aul writesA

IThere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Khrist Jesus.S

5omans chapter 1, verse G.
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The &pirit2s conviction brings sin into the light so that we can 
repent and return to Khrist. Kondemnation has already been 
answered for those who belong to Jesus. Konviction tells the 
truth about sin within the security of grace, eCposing what 
needs to change while drawing us toward forgiveness and re-
newed obedience.

This allows us to become more responsive in ordinary mo-
ments. 8e begin noticing impatience before it controls the con-
versation, pride before it hardens our response, or temptation 
before it carries us farther than we intended. Fwareness creates 
an opportunity to stop, remember what is true, and choose 
another way.

8alqing by the &pirit often begins with becoming attentive 
to what is happening within us. 8e learn to recogni0e which 
desires are attempting to lead, remember what &cripture says 
is true, and consider what response would reject the character 
of Jesus. This is not anCious self-eCamination. ”t is growing 
awareness of the &pirit2s forming worq within ordinary life.

The &pirit also reminds us who we are.

7aul writesA

IEor all who are led by the &pirit of xod are sons of xod.S

5omans chapter 1, verse G'.

Then he saysA
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IThe &pirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of xod.S

5omans chapter 1, verse G4.

The &pirit2s worq is not only correcting what is wrong. He also 
anchors us in what xod has made true through Khrist. 8e 
belong to xod.

Eear may tell us that we have to protect ourselves, shame may 
de9ne us by what we have done, and performance may convince 
us that our worth still has to be proven. The &pirit brings us 
bacq to the truth that through Khrist we belong to xod. That 
identity becomes the secure place from which obedience and 
transformation can grow.

8e are not trying to earn our way into xod2s family through 
better behavior. 8e have been received through Khrist, and the 
&pirit teaches us to live as people who belong to the Eather. 
Holiness grows from belonging rather than becoming the price 
we pay to belong.

7aul gives another remarqable picture of the &pirit2s presenceA

I”f the &pirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Khrist Jesus from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies through his &pirit who dwells in you.S

5omans chapter 1, verse GG.

The &pirit who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in xod2s peo-
ple. 7aul2s promise reaches ultimately toward resurrection, but 
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it also reminds us that the Khristian life is lived in the presence 
of the same &pirit through whom xod gives life. kur hope 
and transformation do not rest only on the resources we can 
produce for ourselves.

This matters because some commands are simple to understand 
and still di“cult to practice. Eorgiveness becomes costly when 
the wound is deep, patience becomes di“cult when someone 
repeatedly tests it, and purity re:uires strength when desire is 
intense. Kourage can threaten approval, and generosity can feel 
risqy when the future is uncertain.

Pnowing what Jesus commands does not mean we can carry it 
out through willpower alone.

The &pirit helps us walq in what Jesus has said. &ometimes His 
help comes through conviction that interrupts an old pattern, 
&cripture remembered at the right moment, or strength to do 
what we already qnow is right while our emotions are pulling 
another direction.

kften the &pirit2s help is :uieter than we eCpect. His worq may 
become visible in the courage to apologi0e, the restraint to qeep 
from speaqing harshly, the strength to leave temptation before it 
grows stronger, or the willingness to obey when another choice 
feels easier. krdinary obedience can still be &pirit-empowered 
obedience.

This is why &cripture and the &pirit must never be separated.
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The &pirit who inspired &cripture does not lead xod2s people 
away from its truth. Jesus said the &pirit would remind the 
disciples of what He had taught and guide them in truth. His 
worq brings us more deeply into the way of Jesus rather than 
beyond it.

Jesus also said of the &piritA

IHe will glorify me.S

John chapter G4, verse G'.

The &pirit2s worq is centered on Jesus. He does not draw dis-
ciples beyond Khrist or into a diOerent way. He maqes Khrist 
qnown, reminds us of His words, and forms His character with-
in us.

Eor that reason, we should speaq humbly about personal guid-
ance. There may be times when we sense a strong conviction, 
burden, or direction, but those impressions should be tested 
against &cripture, the character of Jesus, wisdom, and, when ap-
propriate, the counsel of mature believers. &igni9cant decisions 
rarely become less faithful because we tooq time to discern them 
carefully.

7atient discernment is not opposed to the &pirit2s leading.

8alqing by the &pirit is diOerent from chasing spiritual impres-
sions. ”t is a life shaped by &cripture, responsive to conviction, 
attentive to xod2s presence, and increasingly marqed by the 
fruit the &pirit produces.
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7aul directs our attention toward character. F life increasingly 
shaped by the &pirit should become more marqed by love, Doy, 
peace, patience, qindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. The evidence is not merely that someone has 
had unusual spiritual eCperiences, but that Jesus2 character is 
becoming increasingly visible.

The &pirit also gives gifts for the good of the Khurch, but gift-
edness and maturity are not the same thing. F person can pos-
sess remarqable ability and still need deep formation in humility, 
love, patience, and self-control. The &pirit who empowers xod2s 
people also forms them into the liqeness of Jesus.

Recause the &pirit glori9es Khrist, His worq will increasingly 
move us toward the character of Khrist. That includes truth and 
grace, holiness and compassion, courage and gentleness. The 
&pirit may strengthen us to speaq when silence would be easier 
and restrain us when speaqing would serve only our pride.

This qind of life re:uires dependence.

8e begin the day qnowing our strength is not enough. 8e bring 
our plans before xod rather than assuming every plan should 
be blessed, and we enter conversations aware that our instincts 
alone will not always lead us toward the way of Jesus.

Throughout the day, we learn to return our attention to xod. 
Erustration can become a place to asq for patience, fear a place 
to remember truth, sin a place for :uicq repentance, and some-
thing good a reason for gratitude. The goal is not constant 
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self-eCamination but growing dependence on xod within the 
life we are already living.

The &pirit is present within the ordinary life of xod2s people, 
including a parent2s need for patience, an ethical decision at 
worq, a di“cult conversation, temptation, grief, waiting, ser-
vice, and Doy. The life of the &pirit reaches the whole life of the 
disciple rather than only moments that feel eCplicitly spiritual.

8e should not measure the &pirit2s presence by the intensity 
of our emotions. There will be moments when xod2s nearness 
feels unmistaqable and others when faithfulness feels :uiet and 
ordinary. Jesus promised that the Helper would remain with 
His people, and that promise is steadier than our changing feel-
ings.

The &pirit also helps us when our weaqness reaches beyond 
what we qnow how to carry.

7aul writesA

IBiqewise the &pirit helps us in our weaqness.S

5omans chapter 1, verse L4.

7aul is speaqing especially about prayer. There are moments 
when we do not understand what is happening, do not qnow 
what to asq, or cannot 9nd language for what we are carrying. 
The &pirit meets us in that weaqness rather than waiting for us 
to become spiritually strong enough to approach xod.

This tells us something important about the life of the &pirit.
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Eependence on the &pirit does not maqe us increasingly self-suf-
9cient. ”t teaches us how deeply we need xod. 8e need Him 
to remind us of truth, eCpose what is false, form new desires, 
strengthen obedience, anchor our identity, and produce the 
character of Khrist within us.

The Khristian life is lived in dependence on the Holy &pirit. Fs 
He forms us, we become more aware of our need for xod, not 
less. That dependence naturally gives rise to prayer.

7rayer is not merely another practice added to the life of a 
disciple. ”t is one of the primary ways we live in relationship with 
the Eather, bringing our weaqness, gratitude, :uestions, needs, 
and desires before Him.

The &pirit teaches us that we need xod, and prayer gives that 
dependence a voice.

That is where the 8ay leads neCt.



Chapter Seven

A Life of Prayer

Walking by the Spirit teaches us to live in dependence on God. 
We need His truth when our thinking becomes unclear, His 
strength when obedience feels costly, and His grace when weak-
ness becomes impossible to hide. Prayer gives that dependence 
a voice by turning our attention toward the Father and bringing 
our actual lives before Him.

Jesus did not treat prayer as an occasional spiritual practice. It 
was woven throughout His life. The Gospels repeatedly show 
Him stepping away from crowds, responsibilities, and demands 
so He could be with the Father.

Luke tells us:

“But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray.”

Luke chapter 5, verse 16.

Jesus prayed before choosing the twelve disciples, in moments 
of thanksgiving, before the cross, and while suAering on it. 
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He prayed for His disciples, for those who would later believe 
through their witness, and for the Fatherxs will to be accom-
plished. Prayer was woven into the way Jesus lived, and that 
should shape the way His disciples understand dependence on 
God.

If the Son of God continually sought communion with the 
Father, prayer cannot be treated merely as a response to crisis 
or a sign that we have run out of other options. It belongs near 
the center of a life lived with God. Jesus showed His disciples 
that dependence on the Father is not weakness. It is part of what 
faithful life with God looks like.

The disciples noticed this about Jesus.

Luke records that after Jesus had been praying, one of His dis-
ciples said:

“Lord, teach us to pray.”

Luke chapter 11, verse 1.

The disciples did not merely want an eUplanation of prayer. 
They wanted Jesus to teach them how to pray because they had 
seen prayer embodied in His life. Prayer must eventually move 
beyond something we understand into something we practice.

We can read about prayer, study it, listen to other people pray, 
and agree that it matters. 9et eventually we have to turn our 
attention toward God and bring our lives before Him. E life of 
prayer grows through actual relationship with the Father.
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Jesus taught about that relationship in the Sermon on the 
zount.

“End when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites.”

zatthew chapter 6, verse 5.

Jesus was not criticiqing public prayer simply because other 
people could hear it. He was confronting prayer used as perfor-
mance. Some had learned how to appear spiritual before others 
while losing sight of the Father they claimed to be addressing.

Jesus brought prayer back to relationship.

“But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret.”

zatthew chapter 6, verse 6.

The hidden place eUposes the heart diAerently from the public 
one. There is no audience to impress, no reputation to main-
tain, and no need to sound more spiritual than we are. Prayer 
becomes a place where we can stand honestly before the Father 
who already knows us.

Prayer does not rejuire polished language because the Father 
already knows us. Gratitude, ;oy, confusion, fear, anger, temp-
tation, grief, regret, hope, and juestions can all be brought 
honestly into His presence. We do not need to make our faith 
sound stronger than it feels or our pain smaller than it is.

Scripture is !lled with prayers like this.
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The Psalms include praise and thanksgiving, but they also in-
clude grief, fear, frustration, confession, and juestions. Godxs 
people cried out when they felt surrounded, asked how long suf-
fering would continue, admitted when sin had become heavy, 
and praised God when deliverance came. Honest prayer is bib-
lical prayer.

The father who brought his son to Jesus gave us one of the 
simplest eUamples:

“I believe2 help my unbelief4”

zark chapter ', verse C8.

The father brought faith and uncertainty into the same prayer. 
He did not wait until every doubt disappeared before coming 
to Jesus. He brought what was actually true and asked ?hrist to 
meet him there.

There will be days when prayer comes with con!dence and 
gratitude. There will also be days when the most honest prayer 
may be a few words spoken through eUhaustion, grief, or uncer-
tainty. The strength of prayer does not depend on our ability to 
sound impressive before God.

Jesus said:

“9our Father knows what you need before you ask him.”

zatthew chapter 6, verse ‘.

If the Father already knows, why pray’
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We pray because prayer is more than giving God information. 
It is relationship with the Father. We name what we carry, place 
our needs into His hands, receive His truth, and learn to trust 
Him with what happens neUt.

Prayer begins by changing our posture before God, whether or 
not our circumstances change in the way we hope.

Jesus then gave His disciples a pattern that gathers the whole 
life before God. The prayer begins with the Fatherxs name and 
kingdom, moves through daily dependence and forgiveness, 
and ends with our need for protection. Its order teaches us not 
only what to pray but how life begins to be reordered in the 
presence of God.

Jesus said:

“Pray then like this:

3Rur Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
9our kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors.
End lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.D”

zatthew chapter 6, verses ' through 1N.

The prayer begins with “Rur Father in heaven.” Jesus teaches 
His disciples to approach the holy and sovereign God as Father. 
Through ?hrist, reverence and nearness belong together, and 
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prayer begins from the astonishing truth that Godxs people have 
been invited into relationship with Him.

Then Jesus teaches us to pray:

“Hallowed be your name.”

Those words turn our attention away from ourselves and to-
ward God. Before we ask Him to change what surrounds us, we 
remember who He is and desire that His name be honored in 
our lives and in the world. Prayer begins reordering us by placing 
Godxs glory ahead of our immediate concerns.

Then comes:

“9our kingdom come, your will be done.”

These words make prayer an act of surrender.

We often come to God knowing eUactly what we want Him 
to do. We know the door we want opened, the problem we 
want removed, the person we want changed, or the outcome 
we believe would be best. Jesus does not teach us to hide those 
desires, but He teaches us to place them inside something larger.

“9our will be done” is not passive resignation. Jesus prayed those 
words in Gethsemane while speaking honestly about His desire 
and anguish. Prayer gives us room to ask boldly while placing 
even deeply held desires beneath the wisdom and goodness of 
the Father.

We can ask for healing and still entrust the future to God. We 
can ask for provision without allowing fear to control us, and 
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we can pray for a relationship to be restored without trying to 
control another personxs response. Prayer is not a technijue for 
securing our preferred outcome from God. It is one of the ways 
we learn to live under His reign, bringing our desires before 
Him while trusting His wisdom beyond what we can see.

Jesus then teaches:

“Give us this day our daily bread.”

There is nothing unspiritual about bringing practical needs be-
fore the Father. Jesus teaches us to pray for provision because 
God cares about the actual lives of His children. Food, work, 
shelter, health, responsibilities, and the needs of those we love 
all belong in prayer.

7aily bread also teaches dependence. We often want enough 
certainty to protect ourselves far into the future, while Jesus 
teaches us to receive what we need today and trust the Father 
with what tomorrow will rejuire. Wise planning still matters, 
but prayer keeps planning from becoming the place where we 
seek ultimate security.

Jesus then moves into forgiveness:

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

Prayer brings us into the presence of a holy God, which means 
sin cannot remain hidden forever. Es we walk honestly before 
Him, we become aware of where we have failed, wounded oth-
ers, resisted truth, or chosen our own way. ?onfession belongs 
in prayer because grace allows us to tell the truth.
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We do not confess so that we can convince a reluctant God to 
show mercy. Through ?hrist, we bring sin into the light, receive 
forgiveness, and continue walking in restored relationship with 
God. Grace gives us somewhere to return when we fail.

Jesus also places receiving and eUtending forgiveness close to-
gether because people who live by mercy are being formed to 
give mercy. We do not earn Godxs forgiveness by forgiving oth-
ers. Yather, the grace we receive begins reshaping the way we 
hold the debts of those who have wounded us.

That can be diQcult.

Forgiveness may rejuire time, wisdom, boundaries, and repeat-
ed surrender. Prayer gives us a place to bring the wound honestly 
before God while asking Him to keep resentment, revenge, or 
bitterness from becoming the forces that form us. We can ask 
Him to teach us how to forgive even when the process is slow.

Jesus closes the prayer by teaching His disciples to recogniqe 
their need for protection:

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

Praying for protection from temptation is an act of humility. 
We admit that we are not strong enough to face every pressure 
alone and ask God to make us alert, guide our steps, and help us 
take the way of escape He provides. 7ependence begins before 
temptation becomes overwhelming.

The Lordxs Prayer gathers the whole life before God: His name, 
His kingdom and will, our daily needs, our sins and relation-
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ships, and our vulnerability to temptation and evil. Iothing is 
eUcluded from His care. Prayer becomes much larger than a list 
of rejuests because every part of life is brought into relationship 
with the Father.

This is why prayer includes more than asking.

It  includes  worship,  thanksgiving,  confession,  surrender, 
lament, intercession, and attentive presence before God. Jesusx 
own prayer life shows us this depth.

In John chapter 1J, Jesus prayed that the Father would keep 
His disciples, sanctify them in truth, and make them one. He 
also prayed for those who would later believe through their 
witness, eUtending His prayer beyond the room toward the fu-
ture ?hurch. Oven as the cross approached, Jesus carried other 
people and the mission entrusted to them before the Father.

Prayer was not an escape from mission.

It was part of how Jesus entrusted mission to the Father.

The same begins happening in us.

Intercession stretches our love beyond our own immediate con-
cerns. We begin carrying family, friends, neighbors, leaders, 
churches, people who suAer, and people who do not yet know 
?hrist before God. Sometimes prayer leads us toward action, 
while at other times prayer may be the faithful action available 
to us.
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Oither way, we refuse to carry the need as though everything 
depends on us.

We place people into the hands of God.

Prayer also teaches us to listen, but this rejuires care.

Listening in prayer remains grounded in Scripture, where God 
has given us His revealed truth. We do not treat every thought 
that appears in silence as His voice. Instead, we make room for 
Scripture to address us and for the Spirit to apply its truth to 
our lives.

We slow down enough to reKect on what we have read, allow 
conviction to reach us, remember the promises and commands 
of Jesus, and consider how His truth speaks into what we are 
carrying. Listening is not an attempt to create mysterious mes-
sages. It is a posture of attentiveness before God.

Silence can help because much of life is !lled with noise, mes-
sages, work, entertainment, and unresolved thoughts compet-
ing for our attention. ?reating juiet does not, by itself, make 
us spiritual. It simply gives us space to become attentive to God, 
Scripture, and what may be happening within us.

Luiet sometimes reveals how restless we have become. We may 
notice anUiety we have been avoiding, anger beneath our busy-
ness, grief we have not allowed ourselves to feel, or a decision we 
know needs to be brought before God. Prayer gives those things 
somewhere to go by bringing them honestly into His presence.

This is one reason prayer changes us.
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We may begin by asking God to change a situation and discover 
that He is also forming something within us. We may pray for 
a diQcult person and become convicted about the way we have 
been speaking about them. We may ask for direction and realiqe 
that the neUt act of obedience has already been made clear.

Prayer reorders us by reminding us that God is God and we are 
not. His kingdom matters more than our control, His provision 
is enough for today, grace is available when we confess, and 
His strength is necessary when temptation comes. Rver time, 
prayer forms a posture of dependence that reaches far beyond 
the moments when we are consciously praying.

This is how prayer becomes a way of life.

Paul tells believers:

“Pray without ceasing.”

First Thessalonians chapter 5, verse 1J.

Paul is not suggesting that every moment must be spent with 
eyes closed and words spoken aloud. He is describing a life 
continually turned toward God. Prayer becomes an ongoing 
openness to the Father throughout the ordinary movements of 
the day.

E life turned toward God can include prayer before a meeting, 
a rejuest for wisdom before responding to a diQcult message, 
gratitude when something beautiful interrupts the day, or a 
juiet cry for help when temptation or fear appears. These brief 
prayers do not replace longer times of focused prayer. They 
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grow from a relationship that is learning to remain open to God 
throughout the day.

Intentional time still matters because relationships deepen 
when they receive attention. Jesus withdrew to pray, and His 
eUample reminds us that attention rarely happens accidentally. 
The time, place, and rhythm will vary with seasons of life, re-
sponsibilities, and family circumstances.

The goal is not to reproduce someone elsexs routine.

The goal is relationship with God.

E parent with young children may pray diAerently from some-
one who lives alone. E person working changing hours may 
need a diAerent rhythm from someone with a predictable 
schedule. Faithfulness is not measured by copying another per-
sonxs practice, but by making real room for communion with 
the Father within the life we have been given.

We should not measure prayer by emotional intensity. Some 
prayers will feel deeply meaningful, while others may feel ordi-
nary, distracted, or dry. Faithfulness in prayer rests in the rela-
tionship itself rather than in our ability to produce a particular 
spiritual feeling.

The Spirit helps us here.

Paul writes:

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.”

Yomans chapter ‘, verse C6.
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Paul is speaking speci!cally about prayer when we do not know 
what to pray for. There are burdens too complicated for lan-
guage and circumstances we do not understand well enough to 
know what outcome to rejuest. The Spirit meets us there.

We do not need perfect words for God to receive us. There are 
moments when all we can oAer is weakness, silence, tears, or a 
simple rejuest for help. Yomans reminds us that even there, the 
Spirit is interceding for Godxs people in ways that go beyond our 
ability to speak.

Prayer  is  therefore not measured by length or  elojuence. 
Through Jesus, we come to the Father, and by the Spirit we 
are helped in our weakness. Prayer becomes the life of Godxs 
children lived in communion with Him.

This is also why unanswered prayer can become one of the most 
diQcult places of faith.

We ask because Jesus teaches us to ask and because we believe the 
Father is good and able to act. 9et healing may not come when 
we hoped, a relationship may still be lost, or clarity may remain 
beyond our reach. Scripture allows us to grieve those realities 
without pretending they are easy.

Jesus Himself prayed in Gethsemane with a desire honestly eU-
pressed before the Father. He asked if the cup could pass from 
Him, yet His prayer remained inside deeper trust:

“Iot my will, but yours, be done.”

Luke chapter CC, verse 8C.
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Faithful prayer holds bold asking and humble surrender togeth-
er. We ask with con!dence because God is our Father, and we 
surrender because His wisdom eUtends beyond what we can see. 
Holding both protects prayer from becoming either resignation 
or an attempt to control outcomes.

God may answer juickly, lead us through a season of waiting, 
or respond diAerently from what we eUpected. There will also 
be prayers whose answers we may never fully understand in this 
life. In every case, prayer keeps returning us to the character of 
the Rne we are addressing.

Jesus showed us the Father and taught us to trust His care. He 
taught us to ask, surrender, forgive, seek the kingdom, and place 
our daily needs into the Fatherxs hands. E life of prayer keeps 
returning us to these truths until they begin shaping the way we 
live.

Prayer does not remove uncertainty or every burden from the 
life of a disciple. It gives us somewhere to bring them. Es we 
pray, we become more aware of our dependence on God, more 
willing to surrender control, and increasingly attentive to the 
people around us.

Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Rur Father.” Oven prayer 
oAered alone reminds us that we belong to a family, and fol-
lowing Jesus was never intended to become an isolated spiritual 
life. The Father draws His children to Himself and, in doing so, 
;oins them to one another.

Prayer prepares us for shared life with the people of Jesus.
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That is where the Way leads neUt.



Chapter Eight

The People of the 
Way

Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Our Father.” Even when 
those words are spoken alone, they remind us that following 
Jesus places us among other people. God is not only forming 
individual disciples who happen to believe the same things. 
He is gathering a people who learn to live together under the 
leadership of His Son.

The Way was never meant to be walked alone.

Jesus began showing this from the beginning of His ministry. 
He called Peter and Andrew, James and John, Matthew and 
others into relationship with Himself, but He also called them 
into relationship with one another. These men carried dixerent 
personalities, histories, eqpectations, strengths, and weaknesses 
into the same group.

They listened, ate, traveled, -uestioned, failed, and learned toU
gether. They saw Jesus correct one another, forgive failure, settle 



JES&S Y THE WA144C

arguments, and patiently form people who were very dixerent 
from one another. Their formation was personal, but much of 
it happened within shared life. Jesus was not simply forming 
individual followers. He was forming a people.

After the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit, that 
shared life became visible in the early Lhurch. Peter proclaimed 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, people responded in faith, 
and those new believers did not simply return to separate spirU
itual lives.

:uke tells us’

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles2 teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”

Acts chapter ', verse C'.

:ukeIs description gives us a picture of shared discipleship. The 
believers devoted themselves to truth, fellowship, shared meals, 
and prayer, and that life began producing generosity, worship, 
care for needs, and a visible witness. The Lhurch was not simply 
a gathering they attended. zt was becoming a people whose 
common life was shaped by Jesus.

Acts chapter ' continues by describing believers who spent time 
together, opened their homes, shared what they had when needs 
arose, ate together, worshiped God, and lived with generosity. 
Their faith began reshaping not only what they believed but 
how they treated people, used their resources, and organi5ed 
their lives.
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This is important because the word church can mean many 
things to us. We may Brst think of a building, a Sunday service, a 
denomination, an organi5ation, or a particular style of worship. 
Those things may serve the life of the Lhurch, but none of them 
is the Lhurch by itself.

The Lhurch is the people of Jesus.

zt is made up of those who have been received by grace, 6oined 
to Lhrist, given the Holy Spirit, and called to walk together 
under His lordship. 8uildings, services, traditions, leaders, and 
structures may help organi5e that shared life, but the Lhurch 
belongs to Jesus before it belongs to any institution, movement, 
pastor, or generation.

Jesus said’

“z will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.”

Matthew chapter 4N, verse 4D.

Jesus is the One who builds His Lhurch. That truth gives us 
humility because the Lhurch does not belong to us. zt also 
gives us conBdence because the future of GodIs people Bnally 
rests in the faithfulness of Lhrist rather than our ability to hold 
everything together perfectly.

That does not mean His people will always treat one another 
faithfully.
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The early Lhurch described in Acts chapter ' was beautiful, 
but the Rew Testament never presents Lhristian community as 
free from problems. As Acts continues and the Rew Testament 
letters are written, we Bnd disagreements, hypocrisy, selBshness, 
favoritism, false teaching, sequal sin, cultural tensions, leaderU
ship problems, and con7ict.

The believers brought their unBnished lives into the Lhurch, 
and so do we. Lommunity brings people close enough for love 
to become real, but it also brings them close enough for pride, 
insecurity, impatience, fear, and selBshness to become visible. 
Shared life gives Jesus places to form us that isolation never 
could.

3ixerent personalities, eqpectations, backgrounds, family hisU
tories, convictions, maturity levels, and preferences eventually 
come into the same community. That can be uncomfortable, 
but discomfort is not always a sign that something has gone 
wrong. Sometimes it reveals places where Jesus is still teaching 
us how to love.

Lommunity often eqposes what solitude can hide. We may 
think we are patient until someone repeatedly tests our patience, 
forgiving until someone actually disappoints us, or humble unU
til another person disagrees with us or receives the recognition 
we wanted. 9elationships reveal places where the character of 
Jesus still needs to be formed within us.

This does not mean every con7ict is good. zt means Jesus can use 
shared life to form people who are willing to remain teachable.
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He gave His disciples a clear command about the kind of comU
munity they were becoming’

“A new commandment z give to you, that you love one another’ 
6ust as z have loved you, you also are to love one another.”

John chapter 4K, verse KC.

Jesus did not leave the meaning of love undeBned. He said, “Just 
as z have loved you,” pointing His disciples back to the life they 
had witnessed Brsthand. He had welcomed, taught, corrected, 
served, forgiven, and remained patient with them, and within 
hours He would give His life for them. His own love became 
the pattern for theirs.

Lhristian community is therefore built on something deepU
er than shared interests or natural compatibility. Meaningful 
friendships are a gift, but Jesus does not call His people only to 
relationships with those who are easy to understand or naturally 
en6oyable to be around. He calls us to love one another as He 
has loved us.

That kind of love serves, tells the truth, forgives, bears with 
weakness, protects the vulnerable, and refuses to use people for 
selBsh ends. zt becomes willing to sacriBce comfort or conveU
nience for another personIs good. Lhristian love is not merely 
axection. zt is the practiced life of Jesus taking shape among His 
people.

Jesus continued’
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“8y this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”

John chapter 4K, verse Kj.

The world should be able to see something of Jesus in the way 
His people treat one another. A community shaped by grace, 
truth, forgiveness, generosity, patience, and sacriBcial love tells 
a story about the One at its center.

:ove does not re-uire the absence of disagreement. Lhristians 
will sometimes reach dixerent conclusions on -uestions of wisU
dom, preference, timing, or practice. The challenge is learning 
to remain truthful, humble, patient, and charitable when agreeU
ment does not come easily.

Paul repeatedly teaches believers to bear with one another, forU
give one another, encourage one another, serve one another, and 
speak the truth in love. Those commands assume that LhristU
ian community includes people who will occasionally frustrate, 
disappoint, misunderstand, or challenge one another.

Lhristian love re-uires both grace and truth. Grace makes room 
for patience, forgiveness, and restoration, while truth refuses to 
pretend that destructive patterns are harmless. Jesus holds both 
together, and His people continue learning to do the same.

This kind of community also re-uires being known.

Lhristian community can remain shallow even when peoU
ple gather regularly. Attendance creates proqimity, but formaU
tion re-uires relationships in which people can become known 
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enough to share -uestions, struggles, grief, 6oy, and the places 
where they may be drifting. We need people who know enough 
about our lives to oxer both encouragement and truth.

That re-uires courage. We may have to admit that we need 
help, acknowledge that temptation has become stronger than 
we want to admit, or receive correction without immediately 
defending ourselves. We may need to let another person see fear, 
grief, confusion, or weakness we have been carrying privately.

8eing known can feel risky, but hiding carries risks of its own. 
Sin can deepen in secrecy, discouragement becomes heavier 
when carried alone, and distorted thinking can become more 
convincing when no trusted person is close enough to challenge 
it. Healthy community creates places where truth can be spoken 
before isolation becomes stronger.

James tells believers’

“Lonfess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed.”

James chapter j, verse 4N.

James is not commanding public disclosure of every private 
struggle. He is describing a community where confession, 
prayer, and healing can happen because believers are willing to 
walk honestly with one another. Wisdom, trust, and appropriU
ate boundaries still matter.

There are also burdens no person should have to carry alone.



JES&S Y THE WA14'F

Paul writes’

“8ear one anotherIs burdens, and so fulBll the law of Lhrist.”

Galatians chapter N, verse '.

Some burdens are visible and practical. A family may need food, 
transportation, Bnancial help, childcare, or someone willing to 
sit with them in a hospital room. The early Lhurch took physU
ical needs seriously because Lhristian love reaches into what 
people are actually carrying.

Other burdens are -uieter. Grief, temptation, fear, eqhaustion, 
shame, confusion, or discouragement may remain mostly unU
seen. We may not be able to solve what another person is facU
ing, but Lhristian love refuses to let people carry every burden 
unnoticed. We can listen, pray, help, and remain present even 
when there is no simple answer.

This is one reason gathering matters.

The writer of Hebrews says’

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another.”

Hebrews chapter 4F, verses 'C and 'j.

Hebrews does not describe gathering merely as attendance. 
8elievers come together to consider how to stir one another 
toward love and good works, and to encourage one another 
toward perseverance. Our presence matters not only because 
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of what we receive, but because God may use us to strengthen 
someone else.

Our presence may encourage someone whose faith feels tired, 
give another person an opportunity to ask for prayer, or simply 
remind someone that they have not been forgotten. Gathering 
becomes participation in a people rather than consumption of 
an event.

This challenges the way we sometimes evaluate church.

zt is natural to notice practical things such as preaching, music, 
childrenIs ministry, schedules, location, or whether a church 
feels welcoming. Some of those considerations genuinely matU
ter. 1et discipleship also teaches us to ask how we can love, 
serve, grow, encourage, and contribute rather than evaluating 
community only by what it provides for us.

Paul describes the Lhurch as a body’

“For 6ust as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Lhrist.”

First Lorinthians chapter 4', verse 4'.

PaulIs picture of the body teaches us that dixerence is part of 
GodIs design for the Lhurch. He does not give every disciple 
the same gifts, personality, eqperiences, or calling. The body 
becomes healthy as dixerent members receive what God has 
entrusted to them and use it for the good of others rather than 
comparing visibility or importance.
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The Spirit gives gifts so the Lhurch can be strengthened. Some 
gifts are visible, and others happen -uietly, but their purpose is 
service rather than status. Spiritual gifts become less about disU
covering what makes us important and more about recogni5ing 
how what God has entrusted to us can strengthen His people.

Gifts become service, and service becomes one eqpression of 
love.

1et for some people, the word church is more closely connected 
to pain than to belonging.

People have been wounded by Lhristians. Some have eqperiU
enced ordinary con7ict, broken trust, disappointment, or the 
failure of people who should have behaved dixerently. Others 
have encountered manipulation, coercion, serious misconduct, 
eqclusion, or abuse of authority.

Those situations should not all be treated the same.

Ordinary con7ict between imperfect people may re-uire paU
tience, conversation, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Serious 
misconduct or abuse may re-uire protection, reporting, acU
countability, outside help, or leaving an unsafe environment. 
Jesus does not ask people to pretend harmful things were harmU
less simply because they happened in a church.

Truth still matters. 9epentance matters. Accountability and 
protection matter. Forgiveness should never be used as a tool to 
silence someone, eqcuse abuse, or keep a person in danger.
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For those who have been wounded, renewed trust in Lhristian 
community may take time. Healing should not be rushed, and 
no one should be pressured back into unsafe relationships. 1et 
when healthy community becomes possible, JesusI purpose reU
mains to gather His people into relationships marked by truth, 
safety, grace, and love.

Healthy Lhristian community remains centered on Jesus and 
rooted in Scripture. zt practices truth without weaponi5ing it, 
grace without eqcusing sin, protects people from abuse, and eqU
pects leaders to live with humility and accountability. zt should 
help people become more dependent on Lhrist rather than on 
a personality, platform, or institution.

Ro church will embody these things perfectly because every 
church is made of unBnished people. The -uestion is not 
whether we can Bnd a 7awless community, but whether a 
church is willing to remain under the authority of Jesus, submit 
to Scripture, repent when wrong, practice grace, and continue 
becoming more faithful.

We also enter community with humility because we bring our 
own unBnished lives with us. zt is easy to see what other people 
or churches need to change while forgetting that we also need 
correction, patience, forgiveness, and grace. The Lhurch is not 
a gathering of people who no longer need formation. zt is one 
of the places where formation happens.

Acts chapter ' brings us back to the basic shape of that shared 
discipleship. The believers received apostolic teaching, prayed, 
shared meals, opened their homes, cared for needs, worshiped, 
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and practiced generosity. Rone of those actions alone deBned 
the Lhurch, but together they showed what happens when 
faith in Jesus begins becoming a shared life.

Generosity was part of that life because the gospel was changing 
the way believers viewed what they possessed. Reeds that once 
belonged only to someone else became concerns the communiU
ty was willing to carry together. Their resources became opporU
tunities for love.

Hospitality mattered too.

Meals appear throughout Scripture because tables create room 
for people to become more than faces in a crowd. Jesus repeatU
edly used meals as places of welcome, teaching, relationship, 
and reconciliation. The early believers continued opening their 
homes because shared life re-uires places where relationships 
can deepen.

Shared life often grows through ordinary acts such as meals, 
conversations, prayer, a ride to an appointment, a phone call 
when someone has grown -uiet, or time given without a proU
gram attached. These things can appear small, yet they are often 
where Lhristian love becomes tangible.

The early believersI common life also became part of their witU
ness. Their teaching mattered, but so did the kind of people 
that teaching was producing. The gospel was becoming visible 
through generosity, worship, reconciliation, and a new alleU
giance to Jesus.
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Our life together still says something about our Ging.

When pride, hostility, competition, or contempt shape LhrisU
tian community, the witness becomes diHcult to see. When 
believers practice truth, repentance, reconciliation, generosity, 
patience, and love, people catch glimpses of another kingdom. 
The Lhurch does not eqist to impress the world, but people 
who follow Jesus should increasingly re7ect the One they folU
low.

There is another reason we need one another.

Faith can become tired. There are seasons when prayer feels 
diHcult, Scripture seems dry, circumstances become heavy, or 
hope feels less immediate than it once did. zn those seasons, 
another believerIs faith can help remind us of what remains true.

This is part of encouragement.

Hebrews tells believers to encourage one another because perU
severance is not only an individual responsibility. Sometimes we 
need someone to remind us to keep walking. At other times, 
God may use our presence and words to strengthen another 
person.

There will be seasons when we are strong enough to help carry 
someone elseIs burden and seasons when we need others to 
help carry ours. 9eceiving help can re-uire as much humility as 
giving it. Shared discipleship makes room for both.

The Lhurch also gathers so that it can scatter faithfully.
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Shared worship, teaching, prayer, correction, and encourageU
ment form us for the homes, workplaces, neighborhoods, and 
relationships to which we return. The life of Jesus is meant to 
travel with us when the gathering ends. Gathering and scatterU
ing belong together.

Lhristian community should therefore never become a place 
where we retreat from everyone who does not believe as we do. 
Jesus forms a people who can re7ect His kingdom within the 
world He loves. There will be more to say about mission later, 
but shared life itself is already part of that witness.

We need one another because other ways will continually comU
pete for our allegiance. Lulture will form us if we never allow 
the words of Jesus and the people of Jesus to challenge what it 
teaches us to desire. Our own hearts can drift as well.

Faithful community helps us remember what is true. We need 
people who can encourage holiness without pretending they 
have already arrived, speak truth when we begin drifting, and 
remain with us when choosing the way of Jesus becomes diHU
cult or lonely.

Our relationships within the Lhurch should help move us toU
ward love, obedience, courage, faithfulness, and ultimately toU
ward Jesus Himself. We gather because none of us has mastered 
discipleship, and because we need others who are also learning 
His way.

The Way is personal, but it is not private. Jesus calls each disciple 
by name and then places us among people who also belong to 
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Him. Some of those relationships will bring deep friendship, 
while others will teach patience, forgiveness, humility, and grace 
in ways we could never have learned alone.

We also need one another because the way of Jesus will not 
always align with what the world around us encourages or with 
our own desires. Faithful community helps us remember what 
is true, recogni5e when we are drifting, and keep choosing Jesus 
when another road appears easier.

The people of the Way help one another remain on the Way.

And together, we learn to walk the narrow road.

That is where the Way leads neqt.



Chapter Nine

The Narrow Way

The people of Jesus help one another remain on the Way be-
cause other roads will continually compete for our allegiance. 
Some are shaped by the world around us, others by desires 
within us, and many simply appear easier than the life Jesus 
describes. The question beneath all of them is the same: whom 
will we trust to show us the way to life?

Jesus spoke plainly about this near the end of the Sermon on the 
Mount:

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way 
is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many.”

Matthew chapter 7, verse 13.

Then He continued:

“For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and 
those who Nnd it are few.”
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Matthew chapter 7, verse 1G.

Jesus places two ways before His listeners. Yne is wide and easy 
to enter, while the other is narrow and requires a deliberate 
choice. The diIerence is not simply that one road is more dif-
Ncult than the other. The roads lead to diIerent destinations.

The narrow way is not diKcult because 'od has hidden life 
from us. Bt is narrow because life is found under the leadership 
of Jesus rather than through every road we might choose for 
ourselves. The Way has a shape because it has a Ping.

The narrow way is the life Jesus has already been describing: 
trusting the Father, loving enemies, telling the truth, practic-
ing mercy, seeking 'od5s kingdom, forgiving others, resisting 
hypocrisy, and building on His words. Holiness belongs within 
that life because following Jesus eventually reaches our conduct, 
desires, habits, relationships, and loyalties.

Following Jesus begins becoming visible in what we choose.

jiblical holiness begins with belonging to 'od.

Ueter writes:

“Rs he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct.”

First Ueter chapter 1, verse 1&.

'od is holy in His character, love, 0ustice, goodness, truth, and 
purity. jecause He is holy, His people are called to become in-
creasingly shaped by His character in every part of life. Holiness 
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is not moral superiority. Bt is a life being set apart for 'od and 
formed to rezect the Yne to whom it belongs.

Ueter connects holiness with a changed way of living. He tells 
believers not to be conformed to the passions that once shaped 
them. They had known another way of life, but grace had 
brought them into relationship with 'od, and their conduct 
was now meant to rezect their new belonging.

'race and holiness belong together. 'race receives us in 6hrist 
before our lives are Nnished, and that same grace begins freeing 
us from the patterns that once ruled us. Transformation is not 
the price of belonging to 'od. Bt is part of the life that begins 
because we belong to Him.

Jesus does not simply forgive us and leave every desire un-
touched. He begins forming us from the inside.

That formation reaches beneath outward behavior into the 
heart. R person can maintain a respectable appearance while 
pride, lust, greed, bitterness, or the desire for recognition con-
tinues growing within. Jesus is not interested merely in behavior 
that looks righteous. He forms the inner life from which faithful 
behavior eventually grows.

This keeps holiness from becoming religious performance.

Uaul writes:

“8o not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind.”
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Oomans chapter 19, verse 9.

Uaul5s language reminds us that everyone is being formed. The 
question is not whether inzuences are shaping us, but which 
inzuences receive enough of our attention to shape what we de-
sire, fear, celebrate, pursue, and consider normal. The renewed 
mind learns to bring those inzuences under the truth of 'od.

The world around us continually teaches us what to value. 
Families shape us, friends shape us, workplaces shape us, and 
the stories repeated through entertainment, advertising, social 
media, technology, politics, and culture all inzuence what be-
gins to feel normal. Some of that inzuence may be good, while 
other parts quietly pull us away from the way of Jesus.

Following Jesus does not require treating everything outside 
the 6hurch as corrupt. Human creativity, friendship, work, 
art, learning, medicine, technology, and countless other parts of 
culture can become sources of genuine good. 8iscipleship does 
require discernment.

The disciple learns not to ask only whether something is pop-
ular, legal, normal, entertaining, proNtable, or accepted by the 
people around us. We begin asking whether it agrees with the 
character and teaching of Jesus. Scripture gives us a truth out-
side ourselves by which the assumptions of our culture and our 
own hearts can be tested.

Sometimes those ways will agree.

Sometimes they will not.
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The teaching of Jesus may confront what our culture tells us 
about seDuality, money, success, power, identity, revenge, and 
personal freedom. His way of forgiveness challenges outrage, 
His teaching about wealth challenges greed and false security, 
and His commands about truth confront our willingness to 
bend reality for convenience or advantage.

His call to love enemies challenges the ease with which people 
can reduce those who disagree with them to something less than 
neighbors. His teaching about the body challenges the idea that 
desire alone should deNne what is good. His call to seek the 
kingdom challenges every ambition that slowly asks to become 
our highest loyalty.

The narrow way reaches all of life.

Bt reaches private choices no one else sees and public decisions 
that may be noticed. Bt reaches what we watch, how we speak, 
what we do with our bodies, the way we use money, how we 
treat people, and what receives the deepest loyalty of our hearts.

Holiness is learning to belong wholly to 'od.

This requires attention because sin rarely announces its intent 
to destroy us. Bt often begins quietly through a thought re-
peatedly entertained, resentment rehearsed, an image revisited, 
a compromise 0ustiNed, or a habit given more space than we 
intended.

Oepeated choices become patterns, and patterns begin shaping 
what feels natural to us. Yver time, something we once resisted 
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can become easier to 0ustify simply because we have practiced 
it repeatedly. This is why habits matter in discipleship: what 
we repeatedly give our attention and action to helps shape the 
direction in which we are walking.

Yur habits do not save us.

They do help form us.

Uaul understood this when he told believers to put oI the old 
self and put on the new. 6hristian formation is not only about 
removing what is sinful. Scripture repeatedly pairs putting oI 
the old with putting on the new.

We learn generosity where greed once ruled, truth where de-
ception had become convenient, gratitude where envy grew, 
and blessing where resentment once shaped our response. We 
learn patience where anger once moved quickly and self-control 
where desire had become accustomed to receiving whatever it 
wanted.

Holiness increasingly becomes learning to say yes to the life of 
Jesus.

This is why removing one destructive habit without replacing it 
with something faithful can leave an empty space. R person may 
reduce time spent feeding temptation but still need to redirect 
that attention toward Scripture, prayer, healthy relationships, 
meaningful work, service, rest, or something else that helps de-
sire move toward what is good.
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8iscipleship asks what we are becoming, not merely what we 
have stopped doing.

The Holy Spirit is essential in this work.

We have already seen that the fruit of the Spirit includes love, 
0oy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control. Holiness is not produced through fear or 
willpower alone. The Spirit forms new desires while strength-
ening us to resist those that lead away from Jesus.

Still, the Spirit5s work calls for our response. Uaul tells us to walk 
by the Spirit, Ueter tells us to prepare our minds for action, and 
Jesus tells us to enter the narrow gate. Scripture consistently 
treats disciples as people who depend fully on 'od5s grace while 
making real choices.

We choose what receives our attention. We decide whether to 
remain in a situation that repeatedly feeds temptation, whether 
to confess early or hide longer, and whether to listen to wise 
counsel or protect a pattern we do not want challenged.

Those choices matter because temptation is real.

Temptation itself is not the same as sin. Jesus was tempted and 
remained without sin. R thought, desire, or opportunity can 
present itself without becoming something we have chosen to 
embrace.

The important question is what we do when temptation ap-
pears.
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Wisdom learns when temptation should be resisted in the mo-
ment and when it should be avoided before the moment arrives. 
R disciple who recogniEes recurring vulnerability may need 
practical boundaries around situations, relationships, technol-
ogy, substances, money, or other areas where 0udgment repeat-
edly weakens.

The boundary itself is not holiness. Bt simply protects space in 
which faithful habits can grow.

Jesus used deliberately vivid language about removing what 
repeatedly leads us into sin. He was not commanding bodily 
harm. He was teaching His disciples to take seriously whatever 
continually pulls the heart away from 'od, rather than to treat 
destructive patterns casually.

We should take sin seriously because Jesus does.

Sin damages people. Bt distorts love, harms relationships, en-
slaves desire, hides behind deception, and moves us away from 
the life 'od intends. 'race does not require us to minimiEe that 
damage.

Rt the same time, taking sin seriously does not mean living 
under constant fear of failure. Those who belong to 6hrist live 
under grace, have been given the Spirit, receive truth through 
Scripture, and walk among people who can help them remain 
faithful.

When we fall, repentance gives us a way to turn.
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Oepentance is one of 'od5s gifts to disciples walking the narrow 
road. We do not have to defend yesterday5s direction simply 
because we walked in it. We can name sin honestly, receive for-
giveness, make right what can be made right, and turn again 
toward Jesus.

Failure does not have to determine the direction of the neDt step.

This matters because shame can become another form of 
self-focus. Rfter failure, we may spend more time thinking 
about our disappointment in ourselves than about the grace 
and leadership of Jesus. Oepentance moves us away from both 
self-0ustiNcation and self-condemnation and brings us back un-
der His leadership.

The narrow way is not a road for people who never stumble.

Bt is a road for people who keep returning to Jesus.

Holiness also carries its own temptation when obedience be-
comes a reason to compare ourselves with other people. Moral 
seriousness can quietly become pride, and conviction can be-
come contempt. Jesus repeatedly eDposed that kind of religion 
because a person can separate from obvious sins while remain-
ing deeply centered on self.

Jesus told about a Uharisee who prayed by thanking 'od that 
he was not like other people. Aearby stood a taD collector who 
would not even lift his eyes toward heaven but asked 'od for 
mercy. The man whose prayer sounded less impressive was the 
one who understood his need for grace.
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'rowing holiness should deepen our awareness of grace rather 
than lessen it. The closer we come to the light, the more clear-
ly we see both the goodness of 'od and the places where we 
still need His mercy. Mature disciples become serious about sin 
without becoming impressed with themselves.

They remember who saved them.

This also shapes how we respond to people who are walking 
diIerently from us.

6hristian conviction never gives us permission to treat another 
person with contempt. Jesus could speak clearly about sin while 
moving toward people with compassion and dignity. His dis-
ciples can hold biblical conviction without reducing people to 
their sins, disagreements, or distance from 'od.

We do not have to call something good in order to love someone 
faithfully. Aeither do we need to treat people as enemies simply 
because they do not understand or choose the way of Jesus. 
Holiness should make us more like 6hrist, which means that 
truth and love continue to walk together.

The narrow way will sometimes make us diIerent from the 
people around us.

The goal is not to be diIerent for the sake of being diIerent. 
There is nothing spiritual about creating unnecessary distance 
or trying to appear unusual. There will simply be moments 
when allegiance to Jesus produces choices that diIer from what 
others consider normal.
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R disciple may step away from something friends consider 
harmless. R business leader may refuse an advantage that re-
quires dishonesty. R young person may set boundaries that 
seem unusual to peers, while a family may organiEe their time, 
money, technology, or priorities diIerently as they try to live 
under the leadership of Jesus.

Those choices do not make someone better than the people 
around them.

They reveal whom we are learning to trust and obey.

This is where the people of Jesus become especially impor-
tant. 6hoosing another way becomes more diKcult when we 
feel completely alone. We need believers who can encourage 
us when obedience feels strange, remind us of what is true, 
and help us recogniEe when conviction has slowly given way to 
compromise.

We also need people who can question us.

Aot every diIerence between 6hristians and the surround-
ing culture is evidence of holiness. jelievers can give spiritual 
authority to tradition, politics, personality, cultural habits, or 
personal preferences that Jesus never commanded. The narrow 
way is deNned by Jesus, which is why conviction must remain 
humble, biblical, and open to correction.

We keep returning to Scripture and to the character of 6hrist. 
We ask whether our convictions actually grow from His teach-
ing or whether we have given spiritual authority to something 
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else. Holiness is too important to be shaped merely by our own 
instincts.

Oomans chapter 19 gives us a helpful picture.

Uaul begins by urging believers to present their bodies as a living 
sacriNce, holy and acceptable to 'od. Then he tells them not 
to be conformed to the world but to be transformed through 
renewed minds.

Uaul5s language gathers the whole person under 'od5s leader-
ship. Yur bodies, minds, desires, relationships, and ordinary 
decisions all matter because 6hristian holiness is not an escape 
from being human. Bt is human life increasingly restored to the 
good leadership of the Yne who made us.

This kind of formation takes time.

Some patterns may change quickly, while others require years of 
prayer, accountability, repentance, new habits, and dependence 
on the Spirit. 6ertain temptations may weaken while others 
remain places where vigilance is necessary.

Slow growth is still real growth when the direction of life con-
tinues to move toward Jesus.

The important question is whether we are continuing to bring 
our lives under His leadership. Rre we making peace with what 
Jesus calls us away from, or are we bringing it into the light? Rre 
we feeding the pattern or practicing another way?
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The narrow road is walked through thousands of choices like 
these. Some will feel important, and many will feel ordinary. 
Together, they form the direction of a life.

Jesus does not call His disciples toward holiness because He 
wants life to become smaller. He calls us away from things that 
promise freedom while gradually becoming masters. The nar-
row way leads to life because Jesus knows where life is found, 
and His commands come from the character of the Yne who 
loved us enough to give Himself for us.

That is why holiness remains rooted in trust.

We trust Jesus enough to believe His deNnition of life, even 
when another deNnition feels easier. We trust Him enough to 
obey when desire pulls elsewhere and enough to repent when 
we have wandered. The narrow way is ultimately a life of con-
tinually placing our conNdence in the Yne who leads us.

The road will not always be easy. There will be desires we must 
refuse, habits that need to change, relationships where bound-
aries become necessary, and moments when faithfulness costs 
approval, opportunity, or comfort. Jesus never promised that 
following Him would remove every cost.

The narrow way teaches us to choose Jesus when another 
road looks easier. Eventually, however, discipleship asks an even 
deeper question: will we continue to follow when the road of 
obedience entails suIering, sacriNce, or loss?

Jesus gave His disciples an image for that kind of faithfulness.



THE AROOYW WR2 1G1

R cross.

That is where the Way leads neDt.



Chapter Ten

Take Up Your Cross

The narrow way teaches us to choose Jesus when another road 
appears easier, but discipleship eventually asks an even deeper 
question. Will we continue following when faithfulness costs 
us something? Jesus gave His disciples a striking image for that 
kind of allegiance: a cross.

He said:

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow me.”

Luke chapter 9, verse 23.

For the Crst disciples, a cross was not yet a familiar Rhristian 
symbol. It was an instrument of xoman eAecution associated 
with shame, suKering, and death. When Jesus told them to take 
up a cross, He was making clear that allegiance to Him could 
cost far more than comfort or convenience.

The disciples were still learning what that meant.
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Oeter had confessed that Jesus was the Rhrist, but he strug'
gled to accept that the jessiahGs road would include re5ection, 
suKering, and death. He wanted Jesus while resisting the path 
Jesus said He must walk. The disciples would have to learn that 
8odGs victory could look very diKerent from the kind of victory 
they eApected.

We can understand OeterGs resistance because most of us would 
prefer a faith that leads around suKering rather than through it. 
We want Jesus to protect what matters to us, answer prayer in 
the way we hope, remove obstacles, and make the road clearer. 
There is nothing wrong with asking 8od for help or longing 
for relief, but Jesus never promised that following Him would 
make every road easy.

Taking up the cross is the willingness to remain faithful to Jesus 
when allegiance to Him becomes costly. It is not the pursuit of 
pain, the gloriCcation of hardship, or the passive acceptance of 
whatever happens to us. It is costly obedience rooted in love for 
Rhrist.

Jesus prepared His disciples for the possibility that faithfulness 
would bring opposition.

He said:

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you.”

John chapter -&, verse -0.
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1pposition by itself is not evidence of faithfulness. Rhristians 
can create unnecessary conNict through arrogance, carelessness, 
harsh speech, or refusal to receive correction and then wrongly 
call the response persecution. Oeter later distinguishes suKering 
for doing wrong from suKering for doing good.

First Oeter chapter 2, verse 26.

Jesus gives us the pattern. He spoke truth courageously without 
loving conNict, and He remained faithful without becoming 
cruel or defensive. His suKering came because He continued to 
obey the Father and to love faithfully, even when that obedience 
was re5ected.

Taking up the cross means learning that kind of faithfulness.

Faithfulness may carry a real cost. Telling the truth can threat'
en an opportunity, refusing dishonesty can cost money, seAual 
faithfulness may require releasing a relationship or desire, and 
forgiveness can require surrendering the hope of revenge. In 
some parts of the world, allegiance to Jesus can carry far more 
serious consequences, including imprisonment, violence, dis'
placement, or death.

The cost will diKer from one disciple to another, but the call 
remains the same: follow Jesus faithfully.

This is why Jesus says the cross is taken up “daily.”

The word daily reminds us that costly faithfulness is usual'
ly practiced long before a dramatic moment arrives. E parent 
chooses patience when eAhaustion makes anger easier, a leader 
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accepts responsibility rather than protecting their reputation, 
and a believer tells the truth when deception would lead to an 
easier outcome. 1rdinary obedience trains the heart for mo'
ments when allegiance to Jesus may demand more.

E person who has practiced truth in small decisions is better 
prepared to tell the truth when something important is at stake. 
4omeone who has learned surrender through ordinary choices 
becomes more prepared when the future cannot be controlled. 
7aily faithfulness slowly forms the kind of disciple who can 
remain steady when the cost grows.

The cross is not Crst about dramatic sacriCce.

It is about faithful allegiance to Jesus.

This also means we should be careful not to call every hardship 
a cross.

zot every hardship is what Jesus means by taking up our cross. 
Illness, grief, Cnancial loss, broken relationships, and other 
forms of suKering may come simply because we live in a broken 
world. Jesus meets us faithfully in those places, but cross'bear'
ing refers more speciCcally to the cost of continuing to follow 
Him.

4ome suKering may also come from our own choices or from 
the harmful choices of other people. Rhristian language should 
never be used to make every painful circumstance sound spiri'
tually necessary. Faithfulness requires wisdom about what kind 
of suKering we are actually facing.
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The command to endure must never be used to trap someone in 
abuse or prevent appropriate protection. Taking up a cross does 
not mean remaining in danger, refusing medical care, protect'
ing an abusive leader, avoiding legal or pastoral accountability, 
or staying silent while someone is being harmed. 4eeking safety 
and pursuing accountability can themselves be faithful acts.

Jesus did not glorify suKering for its own sake.

Rhristian disciples do not seek suKering simply because suKer'
ing is diEcult. We seek Jesus, and when faithful obedience leads 
through suKering, we remain with Him there. The value is not 
found in pain itself but in faithfulness to Rhrist.

Jesus Himself endured suKering because He remained obedient 
to the Father and because love carried Him toward the work He 
had been sent to accomplish. His cross stands alone in its re'
demptive power. He gave His life for sinners and accomplished 
what no suKering of ours could ever accomplish.

That distinction matters.

1ur crosses do not save us or anyone else.

RhristGs cross does.

We follow the RruciCed 1ne because He has already done what 
we could never do for ourselves.

The writer of Hebrews gives disciples a picture of what en'
durance looks like:

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”
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Hebrews chapter -2, verse -.

The Rhristian life requires endurance because faithfulness un'
folds across an entire life. 4ome seasons carry obvious 5oy, visible 
fruit, and answers to prayer, while others involve waiting, un'
certainty, repeated temptation, disappointment, grief, or obe'
dience that seems to produce little immediate result.

Hebrews gives endurance both a direction and a focus. We con'
tinue running the life 8od has placed before us by CAing our 
attention on Jesus rather than allowing suKering to become the 
center of our vision.

The writer continues:

“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.”

Hebrews chapter -2, verse 2.

4uKering has a way of narrowing our vision. Oain becomes loud, 
disappointment Clls our thoughts, and unanswered questions 
can slowly reshape what we believe about 8od. We may begin 
to interpret the character of Jesus through our circumstances 
rather than bringing our circumstances beneath what we al'
ready know about His character.

Hebrews turns our attention back toward Rhrist.

Jesus understands suKering from within the human story. He 
eAperienced betrayal, re5ection, in5ustice, physical pain, grief, 
loneliness, and death. Rhristianity does not ask hurting people 
to trust a 4avior who remained untouched by suKering.
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Hebrews continues:

“Who for the 5oy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame.”

Hebrews chapter -2, verse 2.

JesusG suKering was uniquely redemptive. His death accom'
plished what ours never could, and His resurrection defeated 
the power of death. Set because His disciples belong to the 
risen Rhrist, our endurance now takes place inside the hope His 
resurrection has secured.

Jesus endured the cross knowing that the cross would not be the 
Cnal word.

xesurrection was coming.

His suKering was real, and His death was real, but death would 
not keep Him. The Father raised the 4on, and what appeared to 
be defeat became the place where sin and death were decisively 
overcome.

Rhristian endurance lives inside that resurrection hope.

We do not believe every painful circumstance will be resolved 
quickly or that every loss will be restored in the form we desire 
during this life. We believe the risen Jesus will have the Cnal 
word. He will make all things new, and no act of faithfulness 
oKered to Him is wasted.

xesurrection hope does not make pain unreal or require us 
to minimiGe loss. It keeps suKering from becoming the whole 
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story. Hecause Jesus lives, death, in5ustice, grief, and loss do not 
possess the Cnal word over those who belong to Him.

Hebrews then says:

“Ronsider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.”

Hebrews chapter -2, verse 3.

Weariness is real.

Oeople can become tired of doing what is right when little 
seems to change. We can become tired of forgiving, waiting, 
resisting temptation, serving without recognition, praying for 
something that remains unresolved, or carrying responsibilities 
that seem heavier than eApected.

Weariness is not necessarily failure. 4ometimes it simply means 
we are human and have reached the limits 8od built into us. 
Jesus Himself slept, withdrew, ate with friends, prayed, and 
received the care of others.

Rhristian endurance includes learning when faithfulness means 
continuing and when faithfulness means receiving rest so that 
we can continue.

xest and endurance belong together.

This is one reason 8od gives us His people.

E tired disciple may need another believer to remind them what 
is true. 4omeone carrying grief may need a friend willing to sit 
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quietly rather than eAplain the pain. E person facing temptation 
may need enough humility to ask for help before weakness turns 
into isolation.

Pndurance is personal, but it is not solitary.

4hared endurance also means refusing to compare suKering. 
Enother personGs grief does not become less real because some'
one else appears to carry a heavier burden. The people of Jesus 
can take pain seriously without requiring it to compete for le'
gitimacy.

Jesus modeled that kind of compassion.

He never treated someoneGs pain as too insigniCcant for His 
attention. He wept beside the grave of LaGarus even though He 
knew resurrection was moments away. He received people in 
sickness, fear, grief, and need without shaming them for feeling 
the weight of what they carried.

Pndurance leaves room for sorrow.

The Hible does not teach faithful people to hide sorrow behind 
religious optimism. The Osalms cry out to 8od, Job brings 
questions, the prophets grieve, and Jesus Himself weeps and 
prays in anguish.

Hiblical sorrow gives us permission to ask why, wonder how 
long suKering will continue, and ask 8od honestly for relief. 
Taking up the cross does not require emotional numbness. It 
means bringing pain into relationship with 8od rather than 
allowing pain to become the place where we leave Him.
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There may be seasons when faithful prayer sounds less like con'
Cdence and more like the words Oeter once spoke to Jesus:

“Lord, to whom shall we go? Sou have the words of eternal life.”

John chapter B, verse B0.

OeterGs words capture something of endurance. He did not un'
derstand everything Jesus was saying, but he had come to know 
where life was found. 4ometimes perseverance looks less like 
certainty and more like refusing to walk away from the 1ne we 
have learned to trust.

This also protects Rhristian endurance from becoming stub'
bornness.

Pndurance should not be confused with refusing to change 
direction. Faithfulness to Jesus may require staying in a diEcult 
situation, but it may also require leaving an unhealthy one, set'
ting a boundary, changing a plan, asking for help, or admitting 
that an earlier decision was mistaken. The goal is not to prove 
how much hardship we can tolerate.

The goal is obedience to Rhrist.

7iscernment asks what faithfulness requires in the particular 
situation before us. 4cripture, prayer, the 4pirit, wise believers, 
and the character of Jesus help us distinguish costly obedience 
from burdens 8od never asked us to carry.

Jesus Himself did not respond to every diEcult situation in the 
same way.
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Et times He withdrew from danger. Et other times He spoke 
directly. 4ometimes He remained silent, and eventually He will'
ingly went to the cross because the FatherGs appointed hour had 
come.

His endurance was obedience, not recklessness.

His courage remained under the FatherGs leadership.

Taking up the cross also changes the way we think about success.

7isciples  can easily  measure  decisions  only  by outcomes: 
whether the business grew, the relationship improved, people 
approved, or the ministry became larger. 1utcomes matter, but 
they are not the Cnal measure of faithfulness.

Jesus went to the cross in what appeared to be defeat. His fol'
lowers scattered, His enemies seemed to win, and His body was 
placed in a tomb. Set Jesus had remained perfectly obedient to 
the Father.

4ometimes obedience produces visible fruit quickly.

4ometimes the fruit belongs to a future we cannot yet see.

The disciple therefore learns to ask whether we remained truth'
ful, loving, obedient, and willing to entrust the outcome to 
8od. xesults still matter, but they no longer serve as the Cnal 
authority on whether obedience was worthwhile.

Faithfulness becomes a deeper measure of success.
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This becomes especially important when following Jesus costs 
approval.

We naturally want people to understand us. We want family, 
friends, coworkers, and people we respect to see our decisions 
as reasonable. Set there may be moments when obedience to 
Rhrist will not be understood.

Jesus prepared His disciples for that possibility:

“If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”

John chapter -&, verse 26.

These words do not give Rhristians permission to seek hostility 
or treat disagreement as persecution. They prepare disciples to 
remain faithful when hostility actually comes because of their 
allegiance to Jesus.

The early believers learned this quickly.

In Ects chapter &, the apostles were arrested, threatened, and 
beaten because they continued speaking about Jesus. Luke says 
they left re5oicing that they had been counted worthy to suKer 
dishonor for His name.

The apostles did not re5oice because pain itself was good. They 
re5oiced because suKering had not separated them from Rhrist 
or silenced the witness entrusted to them. Their allegiance to 
Jesus remained intact even under pressure.

jost disciples may never eAperience what those apostles eApe'
rienced.
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Their eAample still asks the same question.

Is Jesus worth following when faithfulness costs something?

That question reaches far beyond persecution.

Rross'shaped faithfulness often appears ordinary. It can look 
like integrity without applause, obedience without immediate 
reward, patient love when gratitude never comes, and hope that 
survives disappointment because its foundation remains Rhrist. 
It can mean continuing to love faithfully when withdrawal into 
bitterness would be easier.

Rostly faithfulness does not need an audience in order to mat'
ter.

zone of this is sustained through grit alone. The 4pirit remains 
with us, the Father hears our prayers, 4cripture reminds us of 
what is true, and the people of 8od help us continue when 
our strength is thin. Pndurance remains a life of dependence on 
grace.

Pven then, we will not carry the cross perfectly.

Oeter learned this personally. He promised that he would remain 
with Jesus even if everyone else fell away, yet hours later fear 
overcame him and he denied knowing Rhrist three times. Efter 
the resurrection, Jesus restored Oeter and called him forward 
again, teaching him that endurance could never rest on conC'
dence in his own strength.
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Oeter would eventually become faithful in ways he once be'
lieved he could accomplish through determination alone. 8race 
had taught him to trust Jesus more deeply and himself more 
humbly.

We will need that grace too.

There may be moments when we avoid a diEcult obedience, 
choose comfort, become afraid, or grow weary enough to won'
der whether continuing is worth it. When we fail, we return to 
Jesus, receive grace, stand again, and continue walking.

The call to take up the cross is not reserved for disciples who 
never become afraid. It is given to people who keep returning 
their allegiance to Rhrist.

Taking up the cross is not a celebration of pain. It is the decision 
to remain faithful to Jesus, even when following Him becomes 
costly. We endure because the RruciCed 1ne is also the risen 
Uing, and His resurrection assures us that costly faithfulness is 
never the Cnal chapter.

The cross also turns the disciple outward.

Jesus gave Himself for others, and those who follow Him begin 
to learn a love that is willing to serve, sacriCce, and move toward 
people rather than to organiGe life entirely around self'protec'
tion. Rross'shaped discipleship prepares us to become people 
who can be sent.

Efter the resurrection, Jesus told His disciples:
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“Es the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”

John chapter 26, verse 2-.

The Way that teaches us to remain faithful also teaches us to go.

That is where the Way leads neAt.



Chapter Eleven

As the Father Sent 
Me

Cross-shaped discipleship eventually turns the disciple out-
ward. Jesus teaches us to surrender, remain faithful, and stop 
organizing life entirely around self-protection. As His love takes 
shape within us, we become increasingly available to other peo-
ple. The life Jesus forms in His disciples was never meant to end 
with them.

After the resurrection, Jesus stood among His disciples and said:

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.”

John chapter 20, verse 21.

Those words reveal the movement from formation to mission. 
The disciples had been called, taught, corrected, restored, and 
formed through years with Jesus. Now the risen Christ was 
sending them into the world as His witnesses.
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The men Jesus sent had recently been afraid. They had watched 
Him arrested and cruciMed, scattered when danger became real, 
and spent the days after His death trying to understand what 
had happened. The risen Jesus met them in that fear, spoke 
peace, and then entrusted them with His mission.

xission did not begin with their conMdence, courage, eOperi-
ence, or ability to inDuence people. It began with Jesus and His 
authority. The Gne sent by the Father was now sending those 
who had learned to follow Him.

Riscipleship therefore moves outward. Jesus forms people not 
only for their own growth but so that His life can become visible 
through them in the world He loves.

The language of being sent can make us think Mrst about mis-
sionaries crossing oceans or people leaving ordinary careers for 
vocational ministry. 9od does call some disciples into those as-
signments, and the gospel has crossed cultures and generations 
because people were willing to go. Yet the life of mission begins 
much closer, in the places where Jesus has already placed us.

Homes, workplaces, classrooms, neighborhoods, farms, busi-
nesses, hospital rooms, locker rooms, and dinner tables can all 
become places where the character and truth of Jesus are made 
visible. xission begins by becoming available to Christ within 
the life we already have.

This helps us understand what Jesus means when He says, “As 
the Father has sent me.”
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Gur sending is not identical to the Fatherqs sending of the Son. 
Jesus alone is the incarnate Son who accomplished salvation 
through His life, death, and resurrection. We do not repeat His 
saving work, but His mission gives shape to ours as we carry His 
message, character, and love into the world.

John tells us:

“And the Word became Desh and dwelt among us.”

John chapter 1, verse 1Z.

The Word became Desh and dwelt among us. Jesus entered 
ordinary human life, ate at tables, walked roads, attended cel-
ebrations, entered homes, touched those considered unclean, 
and moved toward people carrying grief, shame, sickness, and 
sin. His mission was marked by nearness.

Those He sends must also become willing to draw near.

We can become so focused on accomplishing something sig-
niMcant for 9od that we overlook the people already in front 
of us. A conversation at the table, a coworker who has grown 
6uiet, a neighbor walking through grief, or a family member 
beginning to ask 6uestions about faith may become the place 
where mission is already waiting.

Jesus often met people in ordinary places. He spoke with a 
Samaritan woman beside a well, noticed Lacchaeus in a crowd, 
ate with taO collectors and sinners, received children others 
considered an interruption, and stopped for people who were 
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calling for help while He was already on His way somewhere 
else.

He was present enough to notice people.

Biving sent re6uires seeing people as people rather than pro3ects. 
No one eOists as an opportunity for us to prove that we are 
spiritual, persuasive, or successful at evangelism. Each person is 
made in the image of 9od and worthy of dignity, attention, and 
love regardless of how they respond to us.

Faithful witness listens carefully, becomes interested in anoth-
er personqs story, notices pain before rushing toward answers, 
and serves without demanding a particular response. When we 
speak about Jesus, we do so because He is worthy of being 
known, not because we need to win an argument or prove our-
selves right.

Jesus described His people with another image:

“You are the light of the world.”

xatthew chapter 5, verse 1Z.

He continued:

“Bet your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

xatthew chapter 5, verse 1j.

Bight is meant to become visible. Jesus eOpects the lives of 
His disciples to reveal something of 9odqs character through 
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integrity, generosity, mercy, courage, forgiveness, compassion, 
faithfulness, and love. Those good works do not save us or 
replace the gospel. They reveal something of the life grace is 
producing.

A business owner who treats people with honesty and dignity, 
a teenager who refuses to 3oin in humiliating another student, a 
family that practices hospitality, or a neighbor who keeps show-
ing up during grief can all make something of Christqs character 
visible. Grdinary faithfulness gives credibility to the words we 
eventually speak.

Christian witness includes both the life we live and the message 
we speak. Gur actions can display the character of Jesus, while 
our words identify the Gne from whom our hope comes. The 
Mrst disciples not only lived di;erently after the resurrection. 
They spoke openly about Jesus.

7efore ascending to the Father, Jesus said:

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses.”

Acts chapter 1, verse 8.

A witness tells what they know to be true.

The apostles were witnesses in a uni6ue sense because they had 
seen the risen Jesus. They had heard His teaching, witnessed His 
death, encountered Him after His resurrection, and received 
His grace despite their own failures. Gur witness depends on 
the apostolic testimony preserved in Scripture, yet we can also 
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speak honestly about the grace we ourselves have received and 
the ways Christ is forming our lives.

Christian testimony does not need to be dramatic to be mean-
ingful. Some people can describe rescue from destructive pat-
terns, while others came to trust Jesus through years of ordinary 
faith and formation. The center of every Christian testimony is 
not the drama of the story but the person and work of Jesus.

We can speak honestly about who He is, what He has done, 
and why we trust Him. We can tell someone how grace changed 
the way we understand failure, how prayer carried us through 
su;ering, or how Scripture has corrected and guided us.

We do not have to pretend that every struggle in our lives has 
been resolved before we speak about Jesus. Honest confession, 
repentance, dependence, and continued growth can themselves 
reveal something about His grace. People do not need Chris-
tians who pretend to have mastered life. They need witnesses 
who know where to bring failure, grief, temptation, uncertain-
ty, and need.

Gur weakness does not automatically dis6ualify our witness. It 
can teach us to point away from ourselves and toward Christ.

Paul understood this deeply. He never treated himself as the 
center of the message, and neither should we. xission becomes 
distorted when inDuence, recognition, numbers, platforms, or 
results begin determining our identity. Those things may ac-
company faithful ministry, but the mission eOists because Jesus 
loves people and because the gospel is good news.
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We are sent because Jesus loves peopleF we speak because the 
gospel is good news, and we serve because love becomes prac-
tical. The mission belongs to Christ, which means our faith-
fulness matters without making us responsible for controlling 
every outcome.

That truth brings freedom.

We cannot make another person believe. We cannot argue 
someone into spiritual life, control the timing of their response, 
or carry responsibility for everything 9od may be doing in 
them. Faithful witness matters, but the outcome does not rest 
entirely on us.

Paul described his own ministry by saying that one person 
planted and another watered, but 9od gave the growth.

“So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only 9od who gives the growth.”

First Corinthians chapter  , verse G.

Paulqs picture of planting and watering gives mission the right 
perspective. We participate faithfully, but 9od gives growth. 
That allows us to speak, pray, answer 6uestions, remain present, 
and love someone for years without treating them as a failed 
pro3ect if their response does not come on our timetable.

Jesus saves, the Spirit convicts and awakens, and 9od gives 
growth. Gur responsibility is faithful witness rather than con-
trol.
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This also protects us from pressure-driven evangelism.

People are not targets or numbers to be reported. They carry 
stories, wounds, 6uestions, eOperiences, and reasons trust may 
be diHcult. Some have never heard the gospel clearly, while 
others may have encountered distorted versions shaped by fear, 
manipulation, hypocrisy, or abuse.

Faithful witness takes people seriously.

Taking people seriously does not re6uire changing the gospel to 
make it easier to receive. Jesus still calls people toward repen-
tance, faith, and life under His lordship. Yet He also shows us 
how truth can be carried with patience, dignity, and love.

Truth and love remain together.

Bistening helps us understand the 6uestion beneath the 6ues-
tion. 'esistance to church may carry a history of betrayal, and 
6uestions about su;ering may grow from personal grief rather 
than abstract curiosity. Bistening does not weaken witness. It 
helps us love the person actually standing in front of us.

Peter later told believers:

“Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you.”

First Peter chapter  , verse 15.

He immediately describes the manner:

“Yet do it with gentleness and respect.”
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First Peter chapter  , verse 15.

Peter 3oins conMdence and character. Christian witness should 
be prepared to eOplain its hope while carrying that hope with 
gentleness and respect. 9entleness is not uncertainty, and re-
spect is not compromise. They belong to the way of Jesus.

xission also takes us across boundaries.

Jesus  told  His  disciples  that  they would be  witnesses  “in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”

Acts chapter 1, verse 8.

Jesusq words show a mission that begins nearby and keeps mov-
ing outward. Jerusalem was home, Judea widened the circle, 
Samaria crossed deep social and religious boundaries, and the 
ends of the earth opened the mission beyond anything the dis-
ciples could accomplish themselves.

The gospel moves outward because the love of 9od is not con-
Mned to the people already near us.

Jesus repeatedly crossed boundaries others considered impor-
tant. He spoke with Samaritans, welcomed children, touched 
lepers, responded to 9entiles, ate with people carrying social 
shame, and noticed those others overlooked. His compassion 
was not limited to people whose backgrounds resembled His 
disciplesq.

His followers would have to learn the same thing.
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The book of Acts shows that the disciples themselves had to 
keep learning this. Peter needed 9od to challenge assumptions 
about whom the gospel could welcome fully into 9odqs people. 
xission did not only change the people being reached. It con-
tinued changing the disciples who were being sent.

The same can be true for us.

We may need to move toward someone whose story is very 
di;erent from ours. We may need to listen across cultural, eco-
nomic, generational, ethnic, or social di;erences rather than 
assuming we already understand another personqs life.

For some disciples, obedience may eventually cross cultures 
or oceans. For others, the most important boundary may be 
the street, workplace, neighborhood, or relationship directly in 
front of them. 7oth re6uire a willingness to go where Jesus 
sends.

This is where mission and the Church belong together.

xission belongs to the Church rather than to isolated indi-
viduals building private work around themselves. The Church 
prays, sends, supports, welcomes, teaches, serves, and bears wit-
ness together. Even Paulqs missionary work remained deeply 
connected to other believers and local churches.

When the Church scatters, disciples carry the presence and way 
of Christ into classrooms, workplaces, homes, hospitals, busi-
nesses, neighborhoods, and countless ordinary relationships. 



AS THE FATHE' SENT xE 1jG

Every disciple enters real places where faithfulness can make 
Jesus more visible.

This does not re6uire calling every occupation a ministry posi-
tion. It means every occupation and responsibility belongs un-
der the lordship of Jesus. Work can become a place for integrity, 
leadership can become service, skill can become generosity, and 
inDuence can become stewardship.

Alongside 6uestions about what work to do or where to live, 
disciples begin asking how they can remain faithful to Jesus 
wherever He places them. That 6uestion can reshape the way 
we see an ordinary day.

Faithfulness may take the form of service, words, or both to-
gether. Someone may Mrst encounter the love of Christ through 
a person who listens, helps, welcomes, or remains present, but 
Christian love should not permanently hide the name of the 
Gne from whom our hope comes.

We serve in Jesusq name because Jesus is the hope we ultimately 
have to o;er.

Speaking about faith can feel uncomfortable because we may 
fear sounding pushy, being misunderstood, damaging a rela-
tionship, or facing 6uestions we cannot answer. Faithful wit-
ness does not re6uire forcing conversations. It means becoming 
prepared and attentive enough to speak when a genuine oppor-
tunity opens.
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Prayer makes us attentive to those opportunities. The Spirit 
gives courage and wisdom, Scripture gives us truth, and love 
helps us care more about the person than about how impressive 
our answer sounds.

When a door opens, we can speak simply about who Jesus is, 
why His cross and resurrection matter, and why we trust Him. 
We can answer what we know, admit what we do not know, o;er 
to pray, and invite someone to eOplore Scripture or a healthy 
Christian community with us.

xission rarely re6uires having every answer.

It re6uires faithfulness with the opportunity before us.

Jesus did not wait until the Mrst disciples had completed their 
formation before sending them. Peter still had much to learn, 
and the Church in Acts continued to navigate failure, conDict, 
and misunderstanding as the gospel moved outward. 7eing un-
Mnished does not make a disciple unusable. It means we remain 
learners while we are sent.

That protects mission from becoming a posture of superiority.

We are not standing above people and telling them to follow 
a road we have mastered. We are pointing toward the Jesus we 
ourselves are still following and inviting others to discover His 
way with us.

xission is not standing above people.

It is pointing toward Jesus.
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Jesus sends His people with His message, under His authority, 
dependent on His Spirit, shaped by His character, and con-
nected to His Church. We become available where 9od has 
already placed us while remaining willing to move when He 
opens another door. xission can cross an ocean, but it often 
begins with the person sitting across the table.

The important thing is that we live awake to being sent.

Jesus has formed us through relationship, surrender, abiding, 
obedience, the Spirit, prayer, community, holiness, and costly 
faithfulness. None of that formation ends with us. The grace we 
receive begins becoming grace we carry, the truth we learn be-
comes truth we can share, and the love we eOperience in Christ 
begins moving outward toward others.

Formation becomes witness.

7eing sent brings us into the lives of others, but Jesusq mission 
does not end when someone hears the gospel or begins to be-
lieve. He calls His followers to help others learn everything He 
has been teaching us throughout this book: how to trust Him, 
remain with Him, obey His words, walk by the Spirit, and live 
His way.

After His resurrection, Jesus gave that responsibility a clear 
command:

“9o therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

xatthew chapter 28, verse 14.
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We witness to who Jesus is and testify to what He has done. 
Risciple-making goes further by walking with people as they 
learn to follow Him for themselves.I

That is where the Way leads neOt.



Chapter Twelve

Make Disciples

We witness to who Jesus is and testify to what He has done, but 
Jesus' mission does not end when someone hears the gospel or 
begins to believe. He calls His followers to walk with people as 
they learn to follow Him for themselves. Disciples become part 
of how other disciples are formed.

After His resurrection, Jesus gathered His followers in Galilee 
and said:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

Matthew chapter 28, verse 18.

Everything that follows rests on the authority of Jesus. The 
Great Commission is not a human project built on the disci-
ples' conKdence or competence. The risen Sing has authority 
over heaven and earth, and He sends His followers under that 
authority.
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The disciples standing before Jesus had failed, doubted, mis-
understood, and scattered, yet He still entrusted His mission 
to them. Their usefulness would not rest on having become 
Oawless. 9t would rest on the authority and presence of the Fne 
sending them.

Then Jesus said:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

Matthew chapter 28, verse 1N.

Jesus did not simply tell them to gather listeners, gain support-
ers, or convince people to agree with a set of ideas. To make 
disciples is to help people become followers of Jesus who learn 
His truth, trust His leadership, obey His words, remain with 
His people, and increasingly live His way.

9t begins with believing the gospel, but it does not end with 
belief.

Coming to faith is not the Knish line of discipleship. 9t is the 
beginning of a life with Jesus.

The Krst invitation Jesus gave His disciples was, “Bollow me.” 
qear the end of His earthly ministry, He commanded those 
same disciples to help others become followers too. xetween 
those moments, Jesus had shown them what disciple-making 
looks like by giving them His own life.

Jesus lived among them, taught them, corrected them, answered 
their Puestions, eLposed pride, welcomed weakness, confronted 
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unbelief, sent them to serve, and restored them after failure. 
Their discipleship happened through truth received within re-
lationship. qow they were being sent to help others learn the 
same way.

Disciple-making is relational, but relationship alone is not 
enough. 3eople need Ucripture because discipleship means 
learning the truth Jesus has revealed. At the same time, Jesus did 
not form His disciples through information alone. His teaching 
was demonstrated through the life they shared with Him.

They watched Him pray, serve, respond to opposition, welcome 
interruptions, use authority, speak truth, and love people others 
often ignored. They learned not only by hearing what Jesus 
taught but also by seeing what His words looked like when lived 
out.

Disciple-making follows that pattern.

We open Ucripture with people and help them understand what 
Jesus has said. We also allow them to see how closely His teach-
ing is becoming part of our own lives.

3eople we disciple may see how we pray, serve, repent, forgive, 
make decisions, endure disappointment, and return to Jesus af-
ter failure. Fur lives will never be perfect eLamples, but they can 
become honest eLamples of what it looks like to keep following 
Christ.

This rePuires honesty because disciple-making cannot be built 
on pretending.
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We cannot invite someone into a perfect life we do not actually 
possess. We invite them into a life of following Jesus as we con-
tinue to follow Him ourselves. The most helpful disciple-maker 
is not necessarily the person with the most impressive answers, 
but someone who has learned to keep bringing life beneath the 
leadership of Christ.

3aul could say:

“xe imitators of me, as 9 am of Christ.”

Birst Corinthians chapter 11, verse 1.

When 3aul said this, he was not placing himself at the center. 
His eLample was valuable only insofar as it pointed beyond him 
to Jesus. The same must be true of anyone who disciples another 
person.

We are not creating followers of ourselves.

We are helping people follow Jesus.

That distinction matters because disciple-making becomes un-
healthy when inOuence turns into control. A pastor, mentor, 
parent, teacher, or spiritual leader may begin by o6ering guid-
ance but slowly eLpect another person to adopt personal pref-
erences, opinions, or decisions as though they carried the au-
thority of Jesus.

Healthy discipleship always remembers that Jesus remains 4ord 
of the disciple.
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Fur role is to help people hear Him more clearly through Ucrip-
ture, mature in wisdom, walk by the Upirit, participate in the life 
of the Church, and increasingly become able to follow Christ 
faithfully. Healthy disciple-making should deepen a person's 
dependence on Jesus, not create increasing dependence on the 
disciple-maker.

That rePuires humility from anyone who disciples others.

We will encounter Puestions we cannot answer, situations in 
which another believer reaches a wiser conclusion than we 
would, and moments when we need to admit that we were 
wrong. 3eople do not need the illusion that mature Christians 
never make mistakes. They need to see mature Christians re-
pent.

Jesus continued:

“xapti?ing them in the name of the Bather and of the Uon and 
of the Holy Upirit.”

Matthew chapter 28, verse 1N.

xaptism reminds us that discipleship is not merely a private 
relationship between two people. Jesus identiKes new disciples 
with the Bather, the Uon, and the Holy Upirit, and brings them 
into the visible life of His people. Disciple-making therefore 
belongs within the Church rather than becoming an isolated 
mentoring relationship.

qo individual believer can provide everything another disciple 
needs. Christians need Ucripture, worship, prayer, the 4ord's 
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Uupper, fellowship, correction, encouragement, and the di6er-
ent gifts God has placed within His Church. A healthy disci-
ple-maker helps people become rooted in the larger body rather 
than build their spiritual lives around a single relationship.

Jesus then said:

“Teaching them to observe all that 9 have commanded you.”

Matthew chapter 28, verse 2E.

Jesus does not command His disciples merely to teach what 
He said. He tells them to teach others to observe what He 
commanded. Christian discipleship therefore aims beyond in-
formation toward faithful obedience.

The goal is not simply to know more about Jesus.

9t is to learn His way.

A disciple learns to answer Jesus' call, learn from Him, surren-
der, abide, listen, obey, walk by the Upirit, pray, belong to His 
people, choose His way, carry the cross, and live sent. Disci-
ple-making helps another person learn that same life.

There is no single program rePuired for disciple-making. 9t may 
happen through a small group, friendship, family relationship, 
mentoring, shared meals, xible reading, prayer, service, or con-
versations repeated over years. The structure may vary, but Jesus 
and His words remain at the center.

Uimple rhythms can carry enormous formative value. Disci-
ples can read Ucripture together, talk honestly about what it 
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means, pray, identify places where obedience is diFcult, cele-
brate growth, notice drift, and encourage the neLt faithful step. 
qone of this rePuires becoming a complicated program.

The goal is to keep placing real life beneath the truth and lead-
ership of Jesus.

Healthy discipleship also makes room for Puestions because 
Jesus' own disciples asked many of them. They misunderstood 
Him, argued about greatness, resisted diFcult teaching, and of-
ten learned slowly. Jesus continued teaching rather than aban-
doning them for not understanding Puickly enough.

3eople still need that kind of patience.

A new believer may carry assumptions formed over many years. 
Uomeone may understand grace before understanding obedi-
ence, love Ucripture while struggling deeply with a particular 
command, or need time before an old pattern begins to loosen 
its grip.

Upiritual formation usually unfolds over time. Disciple-making 
does not rush what Jesus may be patiently forming, but neither 
does patience mean avoiding truth or obedience. We keep walk-
ing with people while continuing to point them toward Christ.

4ove sometimes rePuires correction.

9f someone we care about is moving toward something destruc-
tive, silence may not be the most loving response. We may need 
to ask a diFcult Puestion or remind them gently of what Jesus 
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has said, always with the goal of restoration rather than control 
or humiliation.

Jesus' warning about the speck and the log keeps correction 
humble. We never speak truth as people who have graduated 
from needing truth ourselves. xoth people in a discipleship 
relationship remain under the authority and grace of Jesus.

That makes mutual honesty possible.

Even when one person is further along in faith, both remain 
disciples.

xoth need grace.

xoth are still being formed.

Disciple-making is one disciple helping another disciple keep 
walking.

3aul gave Timothy a picture of how this continues beyond a 
single relationship:

“What you have heard from me in the presence of many wit-
nesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also.”

Uecond Timothy chapter 2, verse 2.

3aul's words contain several generations of discipleship. Timo-
thy had received what 3aul taught, and he was now to entrust 
that truth to faithful people who would become able to teach 
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others. The gospel was meant to keep moving beyond both of 
them.

This is biblical multiplication.

xiblical multiplication is not primarily about scale, platforms, 
or organi?ational growth. 9t happens whenever a disciple be-
comes mature enough to help another person follow Jesus 
faithfully. The life received from Christ continues moving 
through ordinary people.

That changes the goal of disciple-making.

The goal is not to keep another person dependent on our direc-
tion. Fver time, healthy discipleship helps people read Ucrip-
ture, pray, discern wisely, participate in the Church, obey Jesus, 
serve others, and make faithful decisions without needing us to 
manage every step.

We want them to walk with Jesus.

And eventually, we want them to help someone else walk with 
Jesus too.

Disciple-making often happens within ordinary relationships.

3arents have years of opportunities to teach Ucripture, model 
prayer, practice repentance, and show children that following 
Jesus is part of everyday life, even though faithful parenting 
cannot guarantee a child's eventual faith. Briendships and men-
toring relationships can create similar opportunities as believers 
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open Ucripture, pray, and learn how faith shapes marriage, work, 
temptation, grief, leadership, and ordinary decisions.

Whether a discipleship relationship lasts for years or only a sea-
son, the goal is never possession. We serve faithfully for as long 
as God gives us inOuence while remembering that the person 
ultimately belongs to Jesus.

A disciple does not need to become an eLpert before helping 
someone else grow.

We should be honest about what we know and what we still 
need to learn, but someone who has taken a faithful step can 
often help another person take that same step. Uomeone learn-
ing to pray can invite another person to pray with them, and 
someone who has learned to love Ucripture can begin reading it 
with someone else.

We give what we have received while continuing to receive more.

Encouraging another believer is di6erent from being ready for 
every form of spiritual leadership. Ucripture sets high standards 
for teachers and leaders, and enthusiasm should not be mistak-
en for maturity. The Church helps recogni?e gifts, form leaders, 
teach sound doctrine, and give people responsibilities appro-
priate to their growth.

Disciple-making respects maturity without demanding perfec-
tion.

Jesus also connects discipleship with fruit.
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He said:

“xy this my Bather is gloriKed, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples.”

John chapter 10, verse 8.

Jesus connects discipleship with fruit, but John chapter 10 re-
minds us where fruit comes from. The branch bears fruit be-
cause it remains in the vine. Disciple-making therefore cannot 
be separated from abiding.

We can only give faithfully from the life we continue receiving 
from Christ.

That fruit appears in Christlike character, obedience, generos-
ity, service, witness, and relationships through which others 
grow. Uome fruit may become visible Puickly, while other fruit 
develops slowly and Puietly over years.

We should also be careful not to measure fruit by numbers 
alone.

qumbers matter because people matter, and Acts openly cele-
brates occasions when many people believed. 7et numbers alone 
cannot tell us whether healthy disciples are being formed. A 
ministry can grow rapidly while character, obedience, or depth 
remain shallow.

Disciple-making cares not only that people respond but also 
about the kind of life being formed over time. Are people be-
coming more rooted in Jesus, more obedient to His words, 
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more loving toward others, and more able to help someone else 
follow HimG

That kind of formation often takes time.

Disciple-making can also bring disappointment.

We may invest deeply in someone who later walks away, resists 
the truth, or makes decisions that leave us wondering whether 
anything we said mattered. Even Jesus eLperienced people walk-
ing away, and Judas lived close to Him while ultimately choos-
ing betrayal.

The rich young ruler heard Jesus personally and still walked 
away sorrowful.

Baithful disciple-making does not give us control over another 
person's response.

Fur responsibility is to love, teach, model, encourage, correct 
when appropriate, and entrust people to God. The same God 
who gives growth in evangelism gives growth in discipleship.

That frees us to remain faithful without assuming responsibility 
that belongs to the Holy Upirit.

9t also reminds us that disciple-making rePuires prayer.

3rayer keeps disciple-making dependent on God. We pray for 
wisdom, for Ucripture to become clear, for sin to be eLposed, 
faith to be strengthened, and growth to occur that no conver-
sation can manufacture. The person before us belongs to Jesus 
before they belong to any plan we have for them.



MASE D9UC934EU 185

This becomes especially important when discipleship grows dif-
Kcult.

There will be people who learn slowly. Uome may repeat the 
same struggle many times, resist correction, disappear for a sea-
son, return after failure, or need more patience than we eLpect-
ed.

We remember how Jesus formed 3eter.

3eter misunderstood Jesus, resisted the cross, fell asleep when 
asked to pray, acted impulsively, and eventually denied Christ. 
Jesus did not ignore those failures, but neither did He discard 
3eter because formation took time. After the resurrection, He 
restored 3eter and entrusted him with caring for others.

Grace formed 3eter through failure rather than simply working 
around it.

Disciple-makers need that same patience because the goal is not 
producing impressive people Puickly. The goal is to help people 
become deeply rooted in Jesus so they keep following Him over 
time.

Healthy disciple-making also knows when to release responsi-
bility.

We walk with people so that they become increasingly able 
to walk faithfully without our constant direction. Eventually, 
maturity creates room for them to serve, lead, and help others 
follow Jesus.
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That is part of multiplication.

A conversation around a kitchen table may help one person 
begin following Jesus more seriously. 7ears later, that person 
may help a child, friend, coworker, neighbor, or someone across 
the world learn His way. We may never see how far a faithful act 
of discipleship travels.

That is all right.

The kingdom has never depended on one person being able to 
see the whole result.

Jesus began with a small group of ordinary disciples, patiently 
formed them, and sent them into the world. They carried His 
teaching to others, who entrusted it to another generation, and 
the invitation continued moving across centuries, languages, 
cultures, and nations.

Eventually, it reached us.

We have spent this journey learning what it means to respond 
to that invitation. We come to Jesus and learn from Him. We 
surrender, abide, hear and obey, walk by the Upirit, pray, live 
among His people, choose the narrow way, take up the cross, 
and become people who can be sent.

Then we help another person begin walking too.

Disciple-making is never about building our name or sur-
rounding ourselves with followers. 9t is about helping people 
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become deeply rooted in Jesus so they can continue following 
Him and eventually help others do the same.

Jesus ended the Great Commission with a promise:

“And behold, 9 am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew chapter 28, verse 2E.

The Great Commission begins with Jesus' authority and ends 
with Jesus' presence. Everything between those promises is car-
ried out by disciples who remain dependent on Him.

The commission ends where discipleship began: with Jesus 
Himself.

He Krst said, “Bollow me,” and now He sends His followers with 
the promise that He will remain with them as they help others 
do the same. They would cross borders, encounter opposition, 
make mistakes, learn, su6er, teach, serve, and entrust the gospel 
to another generation, but they would never be asked to do it 
apart from Him.

qeither are we.

There is no season in this life when disciples move beyond fol-
lowing Jesus. We continue learning, abiding, obeying, loving, 
and helping others toward Him because disciple-making never 
replaces discipleship.

9t grows out of it.
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The Great Commission is not an invitation to graduate from 
discipleship. 9t is an invitation to give our lives to it. Jesus calls us 
to follow Him, and as He forms us, He sends us to help others 
learn His way.

The Krst call remains the Knal call.

“Bollow me.”



Conclusion
Keep Walking

Jesus began with an invitation.

“Follow me.”

Those words called ordinary people out of the lives they had 
known and into life with Him. They did not understand every-
thing the invitation would require, where the road would lead, 
or how deeply Jesus would change them. They simply knew that 
He had called them, and they began walking.

That is still how discipleship begins. Jesus does not hand us a 
complete map of the years ahead. He calls us to Himself, teaches 
us who He is, and invites us to trust Him enough to take the 
next faithful step.

Over time, that Srst step becomes a way of life. We learn from 
Jesus, surrender our leadership, abide in Him, listen to His 
words, and learn obedience. We walk by the Epirit and pray 
because the life of a disciple cannot be sustained through our 
own strength.
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Jesus Noins us to His people, teaches us holiness, leads us along 
the narrow road, and forms us to remain faithful when obedi-
ence becomes costly. Then He sends us, and as we go, He teaches 
us to help others follow Him too.

Cone of these movements is something mature disciples even-
tually leave behind. We do not graduate from surrender, out-
grow abiding, become too experienced for prayer, or reach a 
point where obedience becomes automatic. We continue need-
ing Ecripture, the Epirit, grace, Dhristian community, correc-
tion, repentance, and the presence of Jesus because discipleship 
never moves beyond dependence on Him.

Iiscipleship is not a staircase we climb until we Snally reach the 
top. Pt is a life lived with Jesus, and every season gives us new 
places to trust Him, obey Him, and receive His grace.

There will be seasons when following Jesus feels clear. zrayer 
comes easily, Ecripture feels alive, relationships are healthy, and 
the work before us seems fruitful. We may recogniLe growth in 
places where we once struggled and see evidence of how Jesus 
has changed us over time. Those seasons are gifts, and we should 
receive them with gratitude.

There will also be seasons when the road is harder to read. zrayer 
may feel quiet, circumstances may change, relationships may 
disappoint us, and questions may remain unanswered longer 
than we expected. Pn those seasons, we may wonder whether we 
are growing at all.

Keep walking.
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Keeping walking does not mean stubbornly continuing in every 
direction we have already chosen. Iisciples still need wisdom, 
correction, repentance, and sometimes a change of course. Pt 
means that when Jesus has made the next faithful step clear, we 
do not need to see the whole road before taking it.

We trust the One who leads.

;any of the most important acts of discipleship will never be 
noticed publicly. They happen when we tell the truth, even 
though a lie would be easierG forgive when resentment feels Nus-
tiSedG apologiLe after speaking harshlyG resist what feeds temp-
tationG listen rather than defend ourselvesG or choose generosity 
when fear tells us to hold tightly.

The Way is walked in ordinary places.

Jesus spent much of His earthly life in places that seemed or-
dinary. He ate meals, entered homes, walked between towns, 
attended celebrations, prayed, rested, and responded to people 
who interrupted His plans. The kingdom often became visible 
through those ordinary moments.

Our lives are no di0erent.

We may spend years waiting for some great assignment while Je-
sus is forming us through responsibilities already in our hands. 
The person in front of us, the work we have been given, the 
family we are called to love, or the community where 'od has 
placed us may become the place where discipleship takes its 
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deepest shape. Faithfulness does not need to be famous in order 
to matter.

There will also be failure along the way.

zeter followed Jesus closely and still misunderstood Him. He 
spoke boldly, later became afraid, promised loyalty, and then 
denied that he knew Jesus. 1et failure was not the end of zeter5s 
story, because Jesus restored him and continued to form him.

The disciple who needed repeated correction became someone 
'od used to strengthen others.

zeter5s usefulness did not depend on pretending his past had 
disappeared. Pt grew from the grace of Jesus, who continued to 
form him through it.

That is good news for us.

There will be places where we respond poorly, choose fear, re-
turn to an old pattern, or realiLe we were wrong. Iiscipleship 
does not teach us to hide those moments. Pt teaches us to bring 
what is true into the light, receive 'od5s mercy, make right what 
we can, and return to the leadership of Jesus.

'race does not make our choices meaningless. Pt makes return 
possible.

We keep walking because Dhrist remains faithful.

This is di0erent from simply trying harder.
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The Dhristian life is not sustained by endlessly demanding more 
from ourselves. Jesus never said that we could produce spiritual 
life if we became disciplined enough.

He said2

“Ypart from me you can do nothing.”

John chapter 8?, verse ?.

That truth does not weaken discipleship. Pt reveals its source. 
Uverything Jesus forms in us grows from life with Him.

zrayer, Ecripture, obedience, holiness, love, endurance, mis-
sion, and disciple-making all become distorted when they are 
separated from relationship with Jesus. We can become active 
while slowly becoming spiritually empty. We can serve while 
forgetting why we serve, defend truth while losing love, build 
ministries while neglecting our souls, or speak often about Jesus 
while paying less attention to Him.

Faithful activity cannot replace remaining with Dhrist.

The answer is not to abandon faithful action but to return to 
the vine. We remain in Dhrist, let His words remain in us, allow 
the Epirit to expose what needs to change, and receive again 
what we cannot manufacture for ourselves.

Ynd we keep walking.

The same is true when life becomes painful.
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Following Jesus does not make us immune to su0ering. We 
will experience loss, disappointment, sickness, uncertainty, and 
circumstances we would never have chosen, and some disciples 
will also bear real costs because of allegiance to Dhrist. Cone of 
that means Jesus has left the road.

The cruciSed and risen Dhrist knows su0ering from within the 
human story. He does not ask wounded people to pretend pain 
is small, but invites us to bring sorrow, confusion, questions, 
and weakness into the presence of 'od.

We do not need to understand every painful chapter before 
trusting Him in it.

Eometimes faith looks like conSdence, and sometimes it sounds 
more like zeter saying2

“9ord, to whom shall we go3 1ou have the words of eternal life.”

John chapter B, verse Bj.

zeter did not understand everything, but he knew where life was 
found. There may be seasons when we cannot explain what 'od 
is doing or why the road looks the way it does.

Eo we remain near Jesus.

We also remain near His people.

There will be seasons when another believer5s faith helps car-
ry ours through prayer, Ecripture, encouragement, or simply 
faithful presence. Yt other times, 'od will use us to do the same 
for someone else.
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Co one else can follow Jesus for us, but we were never meant to 
follow Him alone.

Dhristian community will not always be easy. zeople will dis-
appoint one another, churches will make mistakes, and seri-
ous failures may require truth, accountability, boundaries, or 
change. 1et Jesus continues to gather and form a people who 
learn to love one another as He has loved them.

The love formed among the people of Jesus is never meant to 
remain turned inward. Ys we walk with Him, His love increas-
ingly makes us available to the people around us. We learn to 
notice, serve, listen, speak about our hope, and move toward 
people whose lives may be very di0erent from ours.

We begin living as people who have been sent.

Cot because we have mastered the Way.

7ecause we know the One who is the Way.

Jesus said2

“P am the way, and the truth, and the life.”

John chapter 8R, verse B.

The Way is not ultimately a system, strategy, or spiritual formu-
la.

Pt is Jesus.
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Uverything in this book returns to Him. We follow because He 
called us, learn because He is our teacher, surrender because He 
is 9ord, and abide because He is the source of our life. We obey 
because His words are life, walk by the Epirit because He has 
not left us alone, and pray because through Him we have been 
brought near to the Father.

We belong to His people because He is building His Dhurch, 
choose the narrow road because He knows where life is found, 
take up the cross because the One we follow Srst carried His, 
and go because He sends us. We make disciples because Jesus 
told us to help others learn His way. Through every movement, 
He remains the center.

Keeping Jesus at the center also protects us from measuring our 
discipleship against someone else5s. Ynother person may know 
more Ecripture, pray more conSdently, serve more visibly, or 
seem farther along. Domparison can feed either pride or dis-
couragement, while neither helps us follow Dhrist.

The question is not whether our Nourney looks like theirs.

Pt is whether we are still following Jesus.

Jesus did not lead every disciple through the same path. zeter5s 
calling was not John5s, and zaul5s ministry was not identical 
to 7arnabas5s. Our lives will also take di0erent shapes while 
remaining centered on the same 9ord.

Following Jesus also means refusing to spend our lives waiting 
until we feel completely ready. The Srst disciples were unSn-
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ished when Jesus sent them, and we will remain unSnished in 
important ways too. 7eing unSnished does not excuse disobe-
dience, but neither does it require us to wait for perfection 
before taking the next faithful step.

The next step may be to pray, forgive, open Ecripture, con-
fess, serve, encourage someone, or speak about Jesus when an 
opportunity opens. We do not need to accomplish the entire 
Nourney today. We need to take the faithful step in front of us.

Over time, ordinary acts of faithfulness become a life, and that 
life may become part of how someone else discovers the Way.

Y child may watch a parent repent, a friend may see faith re-
main steady through su0ering, a coworker may notice integrity 
when no one is watching, or a younger believer may experience 
patient guidance from someone willing to walk slowly with 
them. Ynother person begins asking why, and a disciple has an 
opportunity to point toward Jesus.

That is how the Way continues.

Pt continues through churches, preaching, books, ministry, 
missions, and countless other ways 'od chooses to work. 1et 
beneath all of them are ordinary people whose lives have been 
captured by Jesus and who are willing to help others know Him.

The Way has continued through ordinary people for genera-
tions. Eomeone translated Ecripture, preached, taught a class, 
opened a home, raised a child, crossed a border, prayed faith-
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fully, answered a question, planted a church, shared a meal, or 
simply spoke the name of Jesus when an opportunity opened.

Through countless acts of faithfulness, the gospel eventually 
reached us.

We are standing inside a story much larger than ourselves.

zaul taught Timothy. Timothy entrusted the truth to faithful 
people. Those people taught others, and generation after gen-
eration, the gospel continued to move.

Uventually, someone told us.

Cow we have been entrusted with our part.

We may never know what grows from every faithful act, and we 
do not need to. 'od gives the growth. Our calling is to remain 
faithful.

Jesus5 Snal words in ;atthew5s 'ospel give us conSdence for 
that calling2

“Ynd behold, P am with you always, to the end of the age.”

;atthew chapter 6j, verse 6:.

Jesus does not send His disciples away from His presence. He 
sends them with it. The same Jesus who Srst said, “Follow me,” 
promises to remain with His people as they follow.

His presence does not mean the road will always be clear or easy.

Pt means we never walk it alone.
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7ecause Jesus remains with us, we do not have to carry the fu-
ture, manufacture the fruit, control another person5s response, 
or understand where every turn will lead. Our calling is to re-
main near Him and faithfully take the step He places before us.

There will always be more to learn, more to surrender, more 
places where grace needs to reach, more people to love, and more 
opportunities to obey. That is not evidence that discipleship is 
failing.

Pt is evidence that we are still disciples.

Y disciple is a learner, and until we see Jesus face to face, we 
remain learners.

Eo return often to the beginning.

Gemember Jesus beside the water, calling ordinary people into 
life with Him. Hear again the invitation that started everything2

“Follow me.”

Etay near Him, listen to His words, trust His leadership, and 
obey what He makes clear. Geceive grace when you fail, remain 
with His people, love those He places before you, go where He 
sends you, and help someone else learn His way.

Then wake tomorrow and follow Him again.

Jesus is still the Way, and He is still leading. The road ahead 
will hold Noy, surrender, growth, failure, grace, sacriSce, and 
opportunities we cannot yet see. We do not need to know every 
turn.
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We need to know the One who leads us.

Follow Jesus.

Keep walking.


